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“ Sport can create hope where once there was only 
despair. It is more powerful than governments 
in breaking down racial barriers. It laughs 
in the face of all types of discrimination.” 

Nelson Mandela

http://coloradotennis.com
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•    4:1 student/pro ratio (players are grouped with others of their level) 
•    Intensive instruction and supervised match play
•    Dartfish video analysis
•    Special camp gifts and lunch in the Golf Club on one day for adult camps. Daily box lunches 
    in all junior camps 
•    Special two- and three-night package rates with luxurious Broadmoor room included

SUMMER/FALL 2015 TENNIS CAMPS & EVENTS

Date: Camp: Level:

July 10 – 12 ............... Adult “Tennis & Nutrition Camp” ..........................3.0 – 4.0

July 13 – 14 ............... Junior Two-Day Intermediate Camp.................Ages 9 – 10

July 24 – 26 ............... Adult Three-Day Camp .................................................4.0

July 27 – 28 ............... Junior Two-Day Advanced Camp ..................Ages 10 – 13

August 3 – 5 .............. Junior Camp – High School Varsity................Ages 13 – 17

August 21 – 23 .......... Adult Three-Day Camp.........................................2.5 – 3.0

Sept 11 – 13 .............. 7th Annual Culinary & Wine-Tasting Camp ...........3.0 – 4.0

Sept 18 – 20 .............. Adult Mixed Doubles Camp .................................3.5 – 4.5

Oct 23 – 25 ................ Adult Three-Day Camp ........................................3.0 – 3.5

Oct 30 – Nov 1 .......... Adult Three Day Halloween Camp ........................3.5 – 4.0

Nov 6 – 8 ................... Adult Three-Day Camp .................................................2.5

Nov 27 – 29 ............... Adult “Thanksgiving Weekend” Tennis Camp .......3.5 – 4.0

Jan 1 – 3 .................... Adult “Holiday” Camp..................Mixed Doubles 3.0 – 4.0

broadmoor.com          Broadmoor Tennis
1 Lake Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Call for our complete 2015 schedule.
For information or reservations: 

800.634.7711, ext. 6174 or email to
tennis@broadmoor.com

Visit The Broadmoor Tennis Shop for the finest
selection of tennis apparel, footwear and

equipment in Southern Colorado!

TENNIS
AT THE BROADMOOR

Join us for one of our award-winning
camps or packages this year. 
See why so many players call 

The Broadmoor Tennis Club their 
“tennis home away from home”!

SPECIAL EVENTS AND PACKAGES

Rally for the Cure 
Mixed Doubles & Pro-Am Weekend August 29 & 30

7.0, 8.0 & 8.5+ Combined Flights on Saturday, August 29
Pro Player Auction & Gala on Saturday Evening

Pro-Am Mixed Doubles Play & Brunch on Sunday, August 30

7th Annual Culinary & Wine-Tasting 
Tennis Camp Weekend  September 11 – 13

Levels 3.0 – 4.0
9 hours of Tennis Instruction on Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Wine-Tasting on Friday, Grilling Event on Saturday
Breakfast on Sunday

May 8 – September 27, 2015
Our Most Popular Summer Package

Includes room, incidental service fee, two drills per person,
per day, court time, match-arranging and round-robins. We offer 

4 drills each day—for beginners to the most advanced levels of play.
Starting at $230 per person,per night, double occupancy

THE “GRAND SLAM TENNIS PACKAGE”  

TENNIS CAMPS INCLUDE:

CTA Ad 6-15_CTA BigBook11  6/24/15  2:07 PM  Page 1

http://broadmoor.com
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www.MEADOWCREEKTENNIS.com

6305 WEST 6TH AVENUE IN LAKEWOOD • (303) 232-6272

GET FIT • HAVE FUN • MAKE FRIENDS2007 Private 
Facility of the Year

MEADOW CREEK
T E N N I S  &  F I T N E S S

JUNIOR LESSONS, TEAM TENNIS & CAMPS LEARN-TO-PLAY, SOCIALS, CARDIO TENNISADULT LESSONS, DRILLS, LEAGUES

JOIN IN 
AUGUST & 
RECEIVE 

HALF-OFF
ENROLLMENT

NTRP EVENT
AUGUST 12-16

5.0/4.5/4.0/3.5/3.0
MW Singles/Doubles/Mixed

USTA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
AUGUST 28-31

USTA WOMEN’S INDOORS 40/50
Women’s Singles/Doubles

JOIN US FOR THIS 
SUMMER’S HOTTEST 

TOURNAMENTS:

http://meadowcreektennis.com
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(January, april, July & october/november) of :

UsTa Colorado/Colorado Tennis association
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denver, Co 80209
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Free subscriptions are available, contact the editor.

Periodical postage paid at denver, Co.
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10 the BUZZ: Nouns in the News doing This, That & the other
19 ADULT LEAGUES: 35 Years and counting
21 JUNIOR RECREATION: a staple of soccer and basketball, 3v3 is coming to tennis. 
22 JUNIOR COMPETITION: ITa Summer championship results/photo gallery
24 PREP COMPETITION: Freshman rule the roost, cherry creek equals all-time mark
28 THE BIG CHAIR: News and notes from USTa colorado Headquarters
30 USTA CO-411: about USTa colorado and contact information

6  PROMOTING AND DEVELOPING THE GROwTH 
Of PEOPLE THROUGH TENNIS....

USTa colorado has a compelling mission—to promote and 
develop the growth of tennis in colorado. But the opportunity 
lies before us not only to further that mission but also to 
transcend it; to put in place a plan that not only will help to 
grow the game, but also enhance the lives of those who play 
it. We must devote ourselves to promoting and developing the 
growth of people through tennis.

FEATURES

pRoFilES
8  SPOTLIGHT

The Knepper brothers 
are both tennis 
champions, but have 
followed different paths, 
each inspiring the other.

iN FoCUS

14  COLORADO TENNIS HALL Of fAME 
 INDUCTS fOUR

The colorado Tennis Hall of Fame introduces the class of 2015:

Rich Berman
Bobby Curtis
Andy potter
Susan Wright

dEpARTmENTS

16  H5.22
a set of five profiles on 
local players, coaches and 
tennis advocates for their 
on/off-court achievements: 

Tatum Burger
lori Canova
mark Stangeland
Clark Steinhauser
Clinton C Vessels iii
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summer 2015

27  PEACE Of MIND
concussions are real, they are more frequent than we 
realize, and they are "the single most important issue in 
sports today” according to sportswriter Bill Simmons.  

It's time we face the reality and have an honest 
discussion about contact sports, and how to keep 
our children (and their fragile brains) safe.

mailto:kurt%40coloradotennis.com?subject=Colorado%20Tennis%20query
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ENJOY A COMPLIMENTARY CLINIC
AND FREE 3 DAY MEMBERSHIP

GET INTO THE  

SWING 
OF SUMMER

Summer Tennis Academy | Junior Camps | Socials
Adult Coached Matchplay | Indoor & Outdoor Courts 

Inverness 303.790.7777  |  Monaco 303.758.7080 
To learn more about our 7 Front Range locations, visit ColoradoAthleticClubs.com today.  

* Restrictions may apply. Must be local resident, age 18 or older with valid photo ID. First-time guests only; must call and reserve clinic. Programs vary by location. 
   Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer ends September 30, 2015. ©2015 Wellbridge

http://coloradoathleticclubs.com
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STa colorado has a compelling mission—to promote and develop the growth 
of tennis in colorado. But the opportunity lies before us not only to further that 
mission but also to transcend it; to be active in the community not only to help 
grow the game, but also to enhance the lives of those who play it. We must 
devote ourselves to promoting and developing the growth of people through 

tennis in communities .

"Sport", as they say, "mirrors life." The sport of tennis teaches valuable character traits — 
respect, fairness, integrity and honesty. 

We believe that sport, especially tennis, positively impacts communities throughout our 
state. and because tennis is among the most universal and accessible of sports, it also 
creates opportunity for people of all ages and backgrounds. The life skills learned through 
tennis are portable. They can be taken beyond the court to truly make a difference in people’s 
lives and provide hope for a stronger, more connected, compassionate, understanding and 
respectful community and nation.

U

THECOVERSTorY
TAkiNg TENNiS To ThE pEoplE

uSTA COlOrADO iS DEvOTED TO prOmOTinG AnD DEvElOpinG ThE GrOwTh Of pEOplE ThrOuGh TEnniS
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“it was a wonderful day, not only because of Michelle’s inspirational 
and informational speech, but because i got introduced to a sport i have 
never played before.  it was great fun and i will be back for more!”

 Diedra A. Garcia, President/CEO, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

UsTa Colorado's annual summer Community 
TennisFest visited Montbello Park this year, 
attracting 200 participants, who enjoyed games 
and drills with our tremendous volunteers from 
Berkeley Park Tennis Club, City Park racquet Club, 
eastside Tennis association and the Montbello 
High Girls' Tennis Team. on-air celebrities from 
Telemundo denver joined in the fun.

Thanks to our partners: Telemundo denver, denver 
Parks & recreation, subaru, Xcel energy, Kind 
snacks, Coatings, inc., Wash Park Tennis Club, 
Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation

lUNCh & TENNiS
USTa colorado hosted an afternoon 
of tennis in conjunction with the 
Hispanic chamber Foundation's 
"latina lunch & Tennis" event. 
after a presentation, attendees 
were invited to experience tennis 
on 36-, 60- and 78-foot courts 
with the red, orange and green 
dot balls. 

Michelle lucero (pictured third 
from left), chief administrative 
officer/General counsel at 
children's Hospital in denver, 
discussed leadership and career 
strategies among women of color 
in the workplace.

facebook.com/
USTAColoRAdo

Photos by Bernard Grant Photography, 
USTa colorado

View these photos and many more at



coloradoTENNIS.com SUMMER2015page 8

ennis has come full circle for Nathan and Bryan Knepper.
The brothers took lessons when they were little. Bryan continued to play. 

and, oh yeah, he became a star at the junior level and a four-time colorado 
state tennis champion at Wheat ridge High School before playing for 
the University of colorado at Boulder.

Meanwhile, Nathan went off and did other things after a few years of tennis, but 
he picked up the sport in bits and pieces by watching Bryan play. Nathan said he 
enjoyed watching Bryan win a tough point. Nathan recalls that he got interested 
in tennis when his parents – Nancy and dan Knepper – started throwing balls to 
hit when they were really little.

“We used to bat it around when we were little,” Bryan said. “I started playing 
in tournaments, and we stopped playing together.”

Nathan, 38, was born with fragile X syndrome, a genetic condition that causes 
a range of developmental problems including learning disabilities and cognitive 
impairment according to the Genetics Home reference website. Usually, males 
are more severely affected by this disorder than females. Fragile X syndrome 
occurs in approximately 1 in 4,000 males and 1 in 8,000 females.

Fragile X syndrome hasn’t stopped Nathan from getting everything he can out 
of life. a 1995 Golden High School graduate, Nathan has worked at the Vitamin 
cottage Natural Grocers warehouse for more than 10 years and lives independently 
in lakewood.

Special olympics colorado Tennis director Vicky Matarazzo said Nathan is very 
smart.

“a lot of times someone will meet one of our athletes and not take time to get to know 
who they are,” Matarazzo said. “People tend to judge by initially what they see, but if you 
take a little bit of time and get to know Nathan, he’s got a great sense of humor and he’s 
just a great guy. He’s a hard worker. He’s a good family person. He and his brother are so 
close. anybody would want to be friends with him.”

Fast forward more than 25 years later and it’s Nathan who is winning all the medals and 
trophies as a standout tennis player for the Special olympics colorado team, and Bryan is 
relishing the opportunity to coach Nathan while watching big brother pile up the hardware.

Nathan earned a gold medal at the 2010 Special olympics USa Games in lincoln, 
Neb.,and took home gold from the Special olympics colorado Summer classic three 
times. Nathan has traveled to Hilton Head, S.c., where he won a gold medal in the open 
doubles division and silver medal in the singles competition. Nathan has also titles 
at the Boar’s Head Invitational Tournament in charlottesville, Va., on two separate 
occasions. He also loves to compete in Special olympics ice hockey and alpine skiing 
(he medaled at the Special olympics colorado Winter Games at copper Mountain).

“I like tennis the best,” said Nathan in an email interview. “I like the strategy. 
I have lots of room for improvement, and I plan to keep at it. I’m a very hard 
worker. I haven’t skied much lately. Hockey teaches hand-eye coordination and 
teamwork, which I like for a change.”

Nathan said learning the fundamentals to keep improving is what he enjoys 
most about tennis, and that his footwork is his strong point because it helps 
him win more points.

Nathan said he has his medals hanging up on his wall and his hockey 
trophies on the shelves.

Matarazzo said Bryan has taught Nathan the most about tennis. 
“Bryan played at cU and he was one of the top juniors in colorado, so he’s 

Nathan’s real teacher,” Matarazzo said. “I met Nathan and got him to start 
really competing in Special olympics.”

Bryan, who had an incredible 80-2 record in high school with three singles state titles 
and a doubles state title and didn’t lose a match until his senior year, said it’s pretty 
fantastic to watch Nathan excel in tennis.

“He’s so into it and passionate about it,” Bryan said. “He’s played a bunch of sports, 
but he’s decided tennis is the one he wants to focus on which is pretty cool since I’ve 
played tennis my whole life. It’s something that we can do together. It’s fun to watch him 
get better and compete against the caliber of players that he’s supposed to be competing 
against.”

Bryan, who said Nathan could play competitively at the 3.5 level, added that his 
brother’s success doesn’t surprise him.

“He’s put in a lot of work and he’s got a lot of natural athletic ability. We both 
are extremely competitive and want to win, and are willing to put in the work in 

order to do that,” said Bryan, who hits 
with Nathan one to two times a week. 

“It’s so fun to watch. When he hits 
a good shot, he’ll pump his fists 
just like Nadal or anybody. He’s 

definitely into it. The best part of 
his game is his forehand on the run, and 
lately his serve has gotten a heck of a lot 
better. I know when I need to push him 
and when I need to let him have a water 
break.”

Matarazzo said Nathan, who works 
out at Meadow creek Tennis in club 
in lakewood, has really come into his 

own and has such 
confidence. 

“He was taught correctly by his brother. He serves correctly, 
and his strokes are correct textbook strokes. He and his brother 
are inseparable. luckily, his brother cared about him and took 
the time and energy and really taught Nathan well,” Matarazzo 

said. “His own determination and willingness has grown in 
every way, shape and form. His game is unbelievable. In 

the years I’ve known him, he has probably increased 
his game tenfold. That’s how much he’s improved. He 

would practice probably six, seven hours a day if we’d 
let him. He’d hit balls every day, all day if he could.”

Nathan said Bryan, 35, has been a huge help 
when it comes to improving his game.

“as my regular coach, Bryan has helped me a 
lot with strokes, serve, footwork and strategy,” 

Nathan said.
Matarazzo said a lot of Nathan’s success has to 

do with his parents. Nathan said his parents have taught 
him to stay focused, do his best and have fun playing tennis.

“They’re very supportive. They have driven Nathan from 
one end of denver to the other to make sure that he got 
good instruction and everything he needed,” Matarazzo 
said. 

Nancy said Nathan has a lot of autistic symptoms that 
come with fragile X syndrome.

“He has like a photographic memory and is good at 
math. He picked up reading on his own when he was in 
kindergarten,” Nancy said. “He’s good at most athletics.”

Nancy said Nathan picked up tennis again at the 
developmental disabilities resource center’s recreation 
program in Jefferson county. She said it’s tremendous to 
see Nathan succeed.

“It’s really thrilling. We love it,” Nancy said. “It’s been 
really fun and very rewarding for all of us. The rest of his 
life is pretty mundane just going to work every day, but 

these sports things that he does really spices things up.”
on his experience with Special olympics that he started 

with in 2009, Nathan said: “We travel to fun places and see the 
sights, meet other players and have good, hard competition. It got 

me back into tennis as an adult.”
Nathan said Matarazzo has taught him “strategy and to never give 

up.”
Nathan was one of four athletes from Special olympics colorado 

selected to compete in los angeles for Special olympics USa in 
July. Nathan and Julian Hall, who is also from colorado (see 
FlaSHBacK, page 9), were among just 16 athletes in the United 

States competing in tennis at the 2015 Special olympics World 
Games, which will be televised on ESPN beginning July 25.

SPoTLIGHT
diFFERENT pAThS lEAd BRoThERS To ThE SAmE SUmmiT 

hArD wOrk AnD DEDiCATiOn hAS DElivErED BOTh nAThAn AnD BryAn TO ThE pinnAClE 
Of ThEir TEnniS DrEAmS, BuT ThEir purSuiTS hAvE fOllOwED DiffErEnT pAThS

T

ToMFASANo
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“I’m very excited and not at all nervous,” Nathan said 
when asked about playing in the World Games at Ucla.

according to a press release from Special olympics 
colorado, about 7,000 athletes from 170 nations will 
compete in 25 olympic-type sports at the 2015 Special 
olympics World Games including tennis. More than 
500,000 family, friends, volunteers and spectators are 
also expected to attend.

Nathan was a torchbearer during the Special olympics Unified relay across america. 
Nathan carried the torch with USTa colorado through denver on June 26.

“It was a thrill and an honor to represent colorado,” Nathan said.
Bryan envisions many decades of tennis in the future for the two.
“When we’re 65, we’ll probably still go out and bang it around at least once or twice a 

week,” Bryan said. “From him gaining confidence and playing, talking to the media, I can 
see him getting into leagues that are not Special olympics associated. That’s ultimately 
the goal that I’d like to see him do, is to be out there playing in a league and have him feel 
confident that he can handle himself. He has the game to do it, it’s just a matter of him 
feeling confident to communicate and talk to people.”  3

The knepper brothers, Bryan and nathan, followed different paths in 
their tennis careers. Bryan was a tremendous player at wheat ridge 
high School and then the university of Colorado/Boulder. nathan's 
talent for the sport began to really show when he began playing with 
Special Olympics in 2009.

did you know that 7,000 athletes from 177 nations will be in los angeles 
for special olympics' signature competition this coming July? 

athletes of all ages (at least 8-years-old) will compete in one of 25 
olympic-style sports.

The opening Ceremonies will be held at the los angeles Coliseum — the 
first stadium to have hosted the olympic Games twice, super Bowls and 
World series.

When Julian Hall became involved with Special olympics colorado in 2004, 
it opened a door that allowed him to engage in competitive sports. Early on, 
Julian's coaches realized his natural talent for tennis. He moved from bouncing 
a ball up and down on his racquet to winning singles and doubles matches in no 
time flat. But life wasn’t always an ace for Julian. He has overcome many things, 
including a life-threatening brain infection that caused a stroke. Through it all, 
Hall never lets his medical prognosis determine his outlook on life and is known 
for his enduring smile.

Julian competed in the very first Special olympics USa Games in ames, Iowa 
in 2006, where he earned a silver medal in the tennis singles division. In 2009, he 
was one of a few Special olympics colorado athletes to participate in a citywide 
billboard campaign with players from the denver Broncos. It’s an experience that 
he will never forget.
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“When I hit the ball so hard, it goes out,” Julian said.
Julian said he plays tennis at City Park on Tuesdays in the summer.
“I’m going to be playing it for a long time,” Julian said. “Tennis is fun for me now.”
Julian had a stroke when he was 9 months old, and he’s partially paralyzed on his right 

side. He had viral encephalitis following the stroke and was in a coma for a little while.
“First they said he wasn’t going to live, and then they said he was just going to be a 

vegetable,” Charlotte said. “He came out of that, and then they said he would never be 
able to walk or eat and he was able to overcome that as well.”

Julian can’t use his right hand at all, and has limited movement of his right leg. He 
was also diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma in March 2007, but he never gave up 
on tennis.

A silver medal winner at the Special Olympics National Games in Iowa last year, Julian 
also made an impact as a tennis player at East High School his junior and senior years. 
So much of a difference that Julian received the 2008 Outstanding Senior Award at East, 
and was one of only 34 seniors out of more than 400 students to receive the award.

“He played on the JV team and won one match,” Charlotte said. “He held his own 
pretty well. He was just a natural at it. They kept him involved in all the matches. They 

didn’t limit how many matches he played. Tennis really helped him feel more of a 
part of what was going on at school.”

Vicky Matarazzo, the volunteer tennis director for Special Olympics Colorado, 
said tennis is so much more than a game for Julian and others in her program.

“The reason I ever started coaching Special Olympics tennis is that I thought I 
could use something that I was knowledgeable about and I could make a differ-

ence,” said Matarazzo, a Special Olympics Colorado tennis coach for 15 years. 
“Somebody might say, ‘Oh, it’s just a game. It’s just a little ball. It doesn’t matter, but 
when you see the difference it makes in these people’s lives, you can see that’s it’s 
not just a game for them. It’s so much more. I can’t even express it in words.”

Julian is a lefthander who holds the ball and racquet in the same hand.
“I’m just quick with my left hand,” Julian said.
Matarazzo said she is amazed at how he serves.
“I get angry serving sometimes and I have two hands, but he does it and he 

does it well,” Matarazzo said. “He won a silver medal at the National Games 
in Iowa last year, and it wasn’t easy for him. When the other players real-
ized he can’t run so much, guess what they make him do? Even the therapist 
said, ‘Well, there isn’t really much more we can do.’ But, between tennis and 

basketball, Julian is doing fabulous. He moves better than he ever did before 
in his life.”
Matarazzo said tennis is a life-altering sport for Julian.

“He played on the East High School team. I went to a couple of matches, and I 
think he taught that tennis team more than they learned in all four years of high school in 

my opinion,” Matarazzo said. “Julian is determined, and always has a smile on his face. He doesn’t get 
angry. He’s just so happy to be there doing something he knows he can do.”

Charlotte said tennis has filled her son with confidence.
“I think it gave him just a lot more confidence in believing in what he could do,” Charlotte said. “To 

not having limitations, I think it really helped him in school as there were other classes that he took in 
school that I think he normally would not have taken, He took a regular gym class. He took ROTC 

and marched in a parade.”
When Julian’s on the tennis court, his body movements are taken to another level.

“Usually, he’s not real steady on his feet, but the way he can move around that court really 
amazes us more than anything else,” “Charlotte said.   3

harlotte Hall looks at her son, Julian, on the tennis court and can’t help but be filled 
with pride and joy.

“To be able to see him out there playing when as an infant he wasn’t even sup-
posed to live … now here he is playing tennis on the high school team, said Charlotte. 
“His spirit, in general, really made a difference.”

Julian started playing tennis in 2003. The first year he played tennis at East High School 
in Denver, he won the award for most improved player in front of his cheering teammates 

at the year-end tennis banquet.
“It just looked interesting to me,” 

said Julian, 19, who also plays 
basketball.

Julian said he’s getting better 
at hitting the ball and learning 
new tennis skills. Not hitting the 
ball so hard is what Julian is 
trying to control.

C

HALLjulian
impossible is nothing

JUlIAN HAll WASN'T SUPPOSED TO PlAy TENNIS. HE WASN'T SUPPOSED TO WAlk AND TAlk. IN 
FACT, DOCTORS DIDN'T ExPECT HIM TO lIVE. FOR SOMEONE WHO WAS GIVEN NO HOPE FOR 
A FUTURE, JUlIAN HAS PROVEN THAT THE IMPOSSIBlE IS AlWAyS IN REACH.

by tom fasano

Photo courtesy of the 
Hall Family

FlaSHBACK
It was Fall 2008 when we first met Julian Hall. He was featured as a part of our cover 

story, freedom found. Julian has battled numerous physical and health challenges 
throughout his young life, and USTa colorado is proud of him, his coaches and his 
family. 

Julian has been selected to represent the USa at the Special olympics World Games 
in los angeles this year. 

uSTA Colorado proudly supported the 2015 Special Olympics unified relay 
Across America.

continued from previous page
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Anne pankhurst to speak at USTA Colorado EdC parent Session
on Saturday, august 22, one of the world's leading consultants on early competitive 

development, anne Pankhurst, Phd, will speak to parents at rocky Mountain Tennis center 
in Boulder. The event is open to anyone interested in early competitive development of 
athletes (10 and under). 

Pankhurst, who has led the UK's lawn Tennis association coaches education program, 
has been instrumental in the development of the USTa's 10 & Under initiative. 

The cost to attend the event is $10 (individual or parents/family). refreshments and light 
snack provided. additional information/rSVP by Monday, august 17 to cindy MacMaster 
<cindy@coloradotennis.com>. limited seating available.

BTB exhibits return to denver
Building awareness through education, inspiring action through art.
This fall, USTa colorado partners with the denver Public library to display the full 

Breaking the Barriers Portrait Series in the exquisite Gates reading room, which houses 
the Western History and Genealogy research collections.  Thirty-seven portraits will be on 
exhibit for a three-month period, october-december.

Using tennis as a backdrop to promote diversity and inclusion, health and wellness, 
and excellence, USTa colorado's Breaking the Barriers is a high profile, high impact and 
sustainable educational and outreach program celebrating the accomplishments of diverse 
tennis pioneers, contributors and rising stars in colorado. 

Inspired by the International Tennis Hall of Fame’s Breaking the Barriers exhibit, USTa 
colorado created our own showcase with the successful three-part portrait series, which 
includes: an Exhibition in courage, featuring african americans in tennis; The asian 
connection,  highlighting Pacific asian american players; and ¡Vive el Tenis!, celebrating 
latino/a americans. 

These unique and artful portraits were produced by Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer 
Barry Gutierrez.

Now a movement, Breaking the Barriers demonstrates USTa colorado’s commitment 
to increase awareness about diverse tennis players in the sport and foster participation in 
USTa colorado program opportunities to promote and develop the growth of the sport and to 
inspire the next generation of tennis players from these communities.  For more information 
about celebrating diversity in tennis go to coloradoTENNIS.com.

Weber named SCAC Coach of the Year
Three colorado college tennis players and coach anthony Weber netted several awards 

from the Southern collegiate athletic conference (Scac).
Weber was named Women’s coach of the Year, Fiona cerf ’18 was named Newcomer of 

the Year, and Mary Edman ’15,  Natalia dellavalle ’18, and cerf were named to the 2015 
Women’s all-Scac tennis team. It is the first time colorado college has placed three 
players on the all-Scac team in program history, tying Trinity for the most by a team in the 
league this season.

Weber earned his first coach of the Year award after leading the Tigers to a second-place 
finish at the 2015 Scac championships, falling to nationally-ranked Trinity in the title match. 
competing with a roster that listed four of its top six singles players as either freshmen or 
sophomores, Weber guided his squad to its first conference final since joining the Scac in 
2007. colorado college finished the 2014-15 campaign with a 9-9 record, the most wins in 
a season since 2011-12.

dellavalle, who graduated from East High School in denver, led the squad with 12 singles 
victories.

Westerman leaves dU to coach alma mater Wisconsin
University of denver men's tennis head coach danny Westerman has accepted the head 

coaching job at the University of Wisconsin. Westerman returns to Madison after serving 
as the Pioneers' head coach the last nine seasons. denver will begin a national search for 
Westerman's replacement immediately. 

NoUNS iN ThE NEWS
pEOplE, plACES & ThinGS DOinG ThiS, ThAT AnD ThE OThEr.

THEBUZZ
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love Set match benefits 
The Adoption Exchange

Join The adoption Exchange for the third 
annual love Set match event being held at Gates Tennis center on Saturday, august 15, 
2015, from 5:30pm-10pm. The event has a 120-player limit this year and will be using a Top 
Gun format, where players will be divided according to level of play (all levels welcome). 

The $35 Player Pass also includes food, live music by Bruce cole, and non-alcoholic 
beverages. For an additional $10 those 21 or older can purchase a wristband which 
entitles them to a “bottomless bar” with a signature drink using Woody creek distillers 
award winning vodka as well as beer and wine. Players will receive a “swag” bag filled 
with goodies and of course a t-shirt. Friends, family and other non-players can purchase a 
“Party Pass” for $20, which entitles them to the food, music and non-alcoholic beverages 
with the option of the $10 ‘bottomless bar” wristband. This is a great option for those who 
want to enjoy great party atmosphere while also benefiting a wonderful cause. Finish up the 
evening with a visit to the Massage by Symmetry tent.

Perennial host andy Zodin will again emcee the event, and many of the areas top pros will 
be lending their support — Jeff Salzenstein, Peter richman, chris cooprider, Trent Broach, 
Zach Sivalls, art Turnbull and players from dU's Ncaa tournament team.  

This year's Presenting Sponsors are VectraBank colorado and colorado athletic club/
Wellbridge. In the words of Wellbridge President and cEo Ed Williams “The adoption 
Exchange has a very important mission to help children and families, and love Set Match 
is a fun way to support such a special cause. We’re honored to be a part of the great event.”

For tickets, visit adoptex.org/tennis.
love Set Match benefits The adoption Exchange, and 100% of the net proceeds raised 

through this event will help The adoption Exchange fund their Family recruitment 
Programs. a family is the best preventive service a child in foster care can receive to avoid 
a life of poverty and hardship, and to become a productive member of the community. 
Since 1983, The adoption Exchange has helped find families for more than 7,500 children 
who were waiting in the foster care system for a place to call home. The children who will 
benefit from your support are our country’s most vulnerable. They have survived abuse and 
neglect, and they long to have what most take for granted—a permanent, loving family. Join 
us in our mission to help find every child in foster care a family, so that they will not be left 
in a struggle to survive physically, emotionally, academically, and financially. 

Westerman led denver to the Ncaa tournament in each of the last three seasons, which 
included the school's first-ever Ncaa tournament win in 2013. In nine seasons at denver, 
he guided the Pioneers to a mark of 123-83-1 (.597) and a total of five Ncaa tournament 
appearances. Westerman's teams garnered 21 all-conference singles honors and seven 
doubles teams were named all-conference. over the last three seasons, a total of 15 
Pioneers took home academic all-conference honors. 

In 2015, Westerman was named ITa Mountain region coach of the Year after denver's 18-9 
campaign that included a perfect 5-0 conference mark and Summit league championship. 
The los angeles native guided the Pioneers to three of the four highest single-season win 
totals in school history, equaling the school's record with 19 wins in 2010. 

Prior to arriving at denver, Westerman served as an assistant coach for three seasons 
at the University of Wisconsin. From 1998-2002, Westerman enjoyed one of the most 
successful playing careers in UW history. Just the fifth three-time all-Big Ten selection at 
UW, Westerman also claimed the prestigious Big Ten Medal of Honor in 2002. 

"denver gave me an incredible opportunity as a young head coach and I will forever 
be indebted to them. I would also like to thank every single Pioneer Tennis player that I 
coached. It was truly my pleasure to work with all of the guys and together we achieved 
some amazing feats. I know the program will continue to grow to the next level and I will 
always be cheering on all the Pioneers from back in Wisconsin."

AmTA has courses for doctors seeking CmE credit
The american Medical Tennis association (aMTa) is offering two continuing Medical 

Education courses with cME lectures in the mornings, and tennis tournaments in the 
afternoons. The fall 2015 event will be at longboat Key club near Sarasota, Fl, october 
31-November 5, and the spring 2016 event will be at Smoke Tree ranch in Palm Springs, 
March 13-18, during the PNB Paribas aTP Tour stop at Indian Wells. The aMTa promises 
competitive, camaraderie-building tennis at all levels and 10-12 hours of stimulating cME 
lectures in nice tennis resorts. Members can also attend the World Medical Tennis Society, 
held in a different country each year. This year's event is in rotterdam, The Netherlands 
July 18-25, and next year's in lima, Peru october 8-14, 2016. For further information, visit 
mdtennis.org, or contact Executive director John Kirkpatrick <John.Kirkpatrick48@gmail.
com> at 206/914-3335. 

Wanna talk tennis? Join the conversation at 
facebook.com/USTacolorado
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Subaru and USTA Colorado investing in kids
In october 2014, USTa colorado made its first of many 

investments which are paying good dividends for students at 
McGlone Elementary in the Montbello neighborhood. Because 
of its high ratio of latino students, McGlone was selected as 
one of two schools to receive an official visit as part of the USTa 
colorado Breaking the Barriers 2.0 project – ¡Vive el Tenis! — 
celebrating the achievements of local latino tennis pioneers, 
contributors and rising stars

during the program, students were inspired by colorado 
latino tennis pioneers and had the chance to hit some balls for 
themselves. The excitement was contagious and the kids were 
eager to learn more about tennis, a sport not as common as 
others in the neighborhood. 

Soon afterwards, and through the help of generous support 
from Subaru of america, USTa colorado's official Vehicle, 
appropriate sized racquets and low-compression balls were 
donated to the school, and tennis was 
officially incorporated into the McGlone 
PE curriculum this past spring. all of a 
sudden tennis was a real option for the 
kids. 

In May, USTa colorado held its annual 
diversity TennisFest at Montbello 
central Park just blocks from the 
school. Students experienced the 
sport in a fun and festive environment, 
and local inexpensive summer tennis 
programs were promoted for kids 
to take advantage of. Tennis specific 
lines (36’ courts) will be painted on the 
playground by dPS Facilities this summer in preparation for the upcoming school year. 

With this new infrastructure in place, along with the equipment and resources donated by Subaru and 
USTa colorado, tennis play is a viable recess, lunchtime and after school option for students. 

"McGlone Elementary is so thankful for the donation of 
the tennis racquets and balls from Subaru. as a program 
this past school year (2014-2015) we used the racquets 
and balls to start our first [PE] tennis unit. 

during our 4-week unit, students learned the 
fundamentals of tennis and why tennis is such a great 
lifetime activity for them to learn. We are looking to expand 
our tennis experience for students this coming school year 
by adding it as a choice for students during lunch/recess 
time. I am also looking into starting an after school tennis 
club during the next school year and all of this would not 
be possible without the generous donation we received. 

Thank you so much!"
Joe Szwaja 
McGlone Elementary PE Teacher
Montbello High School Tennis coach 

http://cosperformancetennis.com
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Denver’s Premier Summer Tennis Event.

sign up today!
AdoptEx.org/tennis

Sign up today!
Go to www.AdoptEx.org/tennis
$20—Party Pass
$35—Player Pass (includes Party Pass)
Registration Deadline—August 7, 2015

Many great prizes

Play
• Top Gun format using all  

20 Gates courts 

• Players are divided by skill level. 

• All levels are welcome 

• All players receive a t-shirt

Party
• Live music by Bruce Cole 

• Mile High Catering taco bar 

• Gigi’s Cupcake desserts 

• Free massage tables 

• $10 wristband for unlimited  
access to the open bar 

Saturday
August 15, 2015

5:30 to 10:00 PM
Gates tennis Center

3300 e Bayaud st., Denver

Mingle 
Meet area pros including  
Jeff Salzenstein, Andy Zodin, 
Peter Richman, Chris Cooprider, 
Trent Broach, Zach Sivalls,  
Art Turnbill plus players from  
the DU tennis team

Complimentary use of a Maserati 
Ghibli for one weekend courtesy 
of Mike Ward Maserati of Denver. 
Certain restrictions apply.

Weekend at The Beaver Creek 
Lodge with dinner at The  
Chop House

Weekend at The Charter in  
Beaver Creek with dinner at  
Blue Moon Pizza

Presenting sponsors: Special thanks to:
T-shirt sponsors Bert and Karen Durel
Argonaut Liquors
Woody Creek Distillers
Mile Hi Catering
GiGi’s Cupcakes
Factor Creative

All for a great cause!

http://www.adoptex.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=112763
http://www.adoptex.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=112763
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2000: Carol Baily, John Benson, Jack Cella, 
Carter & Lena Elliott, Phyllis Lockwood, Sam 
& Sid Milstein, Margaret Rogers Phipps

2001: Joan Birkland, Sherrie Pruitt Farris, 
E.L. (Elmer) Griffey, Tom Keach, Jim Landin, 
Jeff Salzenstein, Kathleen Winegardner

2002: Anne Dyde, Rosemary Fri, Stephanie 
Hagan, James Loehr, Dorothy Mauk, M.H. 
"Bud" Robineau, Jake Warde

2003: Edwin "Ned" Crow, Irwin Hoffman, Dan 
Luna, Mike, Gene & Maurice Reidy, Karen 
Sather

2004: Adolph “Ade” Butler, Carolyn Roberts 
Byrne, Richard Gugat, Fay Shwayder, Joseph 
Thompson

2005: Miko Ando, Arnold Brown, Chet 
Murphy, Jeanette Paddock, Willa Wolcott 
Condon

2006: Bruce Avery, Willard Douglas Corley 
& Willard Douglas Corley, Jr., Don Harker, 
Carlene Petersen, Bill Wright

2007: Tariq Abdul-Hamid, Ned Cooney, 
Sandra Elliott, Roald Flater, Andrea Jaeger

2008: Paula Coulter, Charlie Gates, Jr., Allen 
Kiel, Katie Koontz, Jeff Loehr

2009: Chester Harris, Vernon John, Rhona 
Kaczmarczyk, Jack TerBorg, Becky Varnum 
Bucolo

2010: Clarence Dodge, Art & John Hagan, 
Brenda Vlasak, Kent Woodard

2011: Cliff Buchholz, Maricaye Christenson 
Daniels, Scott Humphries, Alicia Salas

2012: Clayton Benham, Chad Harris, 
Warrick Jones, Victoria Palmer Heinicke

2013: Nicole Leimbach, Rita Price, Gil 
Roberts, John Whistler

2014: Sara Anundsen, Kelly Lovato, Cory 
Ross, Art Thomson

HALLoFfAME
INTrodUcING THE claSS oF 2014

CLASS OF 2015

Curtis
Bob

during the years he called colorado home, Bobby firmly 
cemented his place in the state’s tennis history. Born and raised in 
Houston, TX, he dominated on the courts, winning the University 
Interscholastic league Texas State Boys’ championship singles 
title in 1936, ’37 and ’38 — each of the three years he played. 

While at rice University, Bobby won the Southwest conference 
doubles championship three times in all and captured the Ncaa 
national doubles title in 1947 with partner Sammy Match. He was 
inducted into the rice University athletic Hall of Fame in 1973 
and Texas Tennis Hall of Fame in 1992.

In 1950, Bobby and clayton Benham took home the National 
Public Parks championship doubles crown, and in 1951 he beat 
Bill Talbert in the Good Neighbor championship. He’s titleholder 
of one denver city open singles crown (1951), four doubles titles 
(1951, ’58, ’60, ’61), one mixed doubles title (1951) as well as two 
USTa Intermountain doubles championships (1950, ’52).

a top Southern california junior tennis standout, rich received 
all american Honors at cal State long Beach for his college play. 
He quickly moved into teaching — all but a handful of those years 
in colorado — where he’s produced dozens of top junior players. 

In 1993, rich began teaching and coaching wheelchair tennis. 
He served as coach to australia’s david Hall, and while working 
together, Hall dominated wheelchair tennis across the globe, 
finishing No. 1 in world singles rankings for six years. With rich 
in his coaching box, Hall amassed an unmatched nine australian 
opens, eight US opens and seven British opens and won gold in 
Sydney at the 2000 Paralympics. 

With Bill Trubey, rich created the wheelchair tennis curriculum 
for the PTr — the world’s largest tennis teaching organization. 

later, in 2014, rich teamed with Hall again to create a free 
online resource for wheelchair players to learn mechanics and 
strategy of the game.

CLASS OF 2015

berman
Rich

fRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2016
MarrIoTT dENVEr TEcH cENTEr
5:30 PM cocKTaIlS | 7:00 PM dINNEr, lIVE aUcTIoN & ProGraM

Upcoming Colorado Tennis hall of Fame 
gala honors tennis tradition

The state has had a rich tradition of tennis throughout the years and the Hall of Fame 
provides a vehicle for due recognition of colorado players, coaches or administrators for 
their contribution to tennis. The Hall will also seek to provide exposure for the recipients 
and for tennis in the state of colorado. The mission statement of the colorado Tennis Hall 
of Fame is to honor individuals who have made outstanding contributions to tennis in 
colorado.
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Winner of nine national junior tennis titles, Susan reached a US 
ranking high of No. 3 in Girls' 18s. In 1974, at age 17, she joined 
the WTa tour, defeating former world No. 3 Wendy Turnbull. She 
left tennis but returned after moving to Grand Junction in 2000. 

From 2003-2015, Susan amassed 80 Gold Balls, 35 Silver 
Balls and 10 Bronze Balls in national championship play. While 
on the US International Team, she earned 9 gold medals. Susan 
won four ITF world doubles titles (2006, ‘09, ‘12 and ‘13) and has 
completed the US “Golden Slam” on four occasions (2007, '08, 
’12 and ‘14). 

She's been ranked No. 1 in US singles 8 times, 6 times in team 
doubles, 9 times individually in doubles and 3 times in ultra-
senior father-daughter doubles. Susan held the No. 1 ITF world 
ranking in W50 singles (2008) and W55 doubles (2013), and in 
2014 she was inducted to the USTa Northern california Tennis 
Hall of Fame.

CLASS OF 2015

potter
Andy

a colorado native, andy won his first USTa Intermountain 
Summer Sectional championships at age 10. He went on to win 
the tournament for three years in a row at age 16, 17 and 18. He 
captured the 1986 colorado High School State championships 
title at the No. 1 singles spot for regis High School. andy reached 
a national ranking high of  No. 29 in singles and No. 2 in doubles 
in the boys’18s division. He won boys’ 18s doubles titles at both 
the USTa National clay court championship and USTa Indoor 
championship in 1988.

andy captured 12 major colorado open titles in all at the denver 
city open, colorado State open and Intermountain/Boulder open 
combined – 3 singles, 8 doubles and 1 mixed doubles.

receiving Ncaa all-american honors in 1992 at the University 
of Kentucky, andy captained the team that won the school’s first 
SEc championship in its 75 year history and reached a team 
ranking of No. 3 in the country.

CLASS OF 2015

wright
Susan

nominations 
open for 2015
annual awards

Jack Cella Award 
(outstanding High School Player-Boy) 

Jim & Anne dyde Award 
(outstanding High School Player-Girl) 

Richard hillway Award
(outstanding High School Team-Boys’) 

Willa Wolcott Condon Award
(outstanding High School Team-Girls’) 

Rosemary Fri Award
(outstanding collegiate Player-Woman) 

Vernon John Award
(outstanding collegiate Player-Man) 

Joan Birkland Award
(outstanding Female Player) 

Jim landin Award
(outstanding Male Player) 

Fay & dorothy Shwayder Award
(outstanding Senior Female Player) 

Sam & Sid milstein Award
(outstanding Senior Male Player) 

Jerry & lillian Brawer Award
(outstanding Wheelchair Player) 

Ade Butler Award
(outstanding Umpire) 

E.l. griffey Award
(organization of the Year) 

Carter & lena Elliott 
Family Award
(Family of the Year) 

Jody Riser knudsen Award
(Volunteer of the Year) 

dorothy mauk Award
(Media Excellence) 

margaret Rogers phipps Award
(Junior Sportsmanship) 

John hough Award
(Junior Sportsmanship) 

phyllis lockwood Award
(Junior Sportsmanship) 

mike, gene & maurice 
Reidy Award
(Junior Sportsmanship) 

Charlie & ira Brown Award
(Junior Sportsmanship) 

Arthur Ashe Award
(Service to Under-served Populations) 

Clyde Rogers Award
(Service to recreational Players) 

Bud Robineau Award
(Service to Tennis community) 
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Each year, USTa colorado hosts the colorado 
Tennis Hall of Fame Gala & colorado Tennis 
annual awards celebration. In addition 
to the formal induction ceremony for the 
incoming class of the Hall of Fame, USTa 
colorado recognizes those players, coaches, 
administrators, volunteers and facilities 
who have made significant contributions to 
tennis over the course of the past year. The 
nomination period for the annual awards 
concludes in September of each year. 

ForMs availaBle aT ColoradoTennis.CoM

annUal aWard noMinaTion deadline is sePTeMBer 15



coloradoTENNIS.com SUMMER2015page 16

welve-year-old clark Steinhauser has literally spent a decade on the 
tennis court. Having picked up his first racquet at the age of two, the young 
netter is finding increasing success. Born to two collegiate athletes, (mom 
diane Schwab played tennis, and father Ed Steinhauser ran track) clark’s 
natural gifts and family commitment are combining to make him a rising 

star. 
currently ranked 44 in the national standings, clark just captured the 2015 ITa Summer 

championship title B12 Singles after having won the ITa level 4 Spring Masters Event in 
las Vegas. clark is ranked No. 1 in colorado.

Entering the 7th grade at colorado academy, clark currently enjoys several additional 
sports including running and baseball (watch out... he’s a switch-hitter!), but knows that 
playing tennis at the higher levels can require a dedicated focus in the upcoming years. 

When asked what his favorite shot is clark is quick to reply. “I love to come to the 
net, to hit overheads,” he said. 
admiring the aggressive style 
of play of djokovic, he feels his 
own best attributes are “being 
smart and quick.” 

Those natural abilities were 
recognized early on by diane. 
“clark has good hands,” she 
said of his strong hand/eye 
coordination and agility on the 
court. In terms of his mental 
game he’s also well-suited for 
tennis. “He’s calm and cool-
headed,” she explains, qualities 
that help bring him through 
the challenging times any top 
player will face. 

In addition to his natural 
athleticism and a strong mental 
approach, clark understands 
the time commitment and 
hard work that lie ahead as 
he continues to grow in the 
sport. He also understands how 
to prepare for matches. “The 
warm-up is really important,” he explains of big matches, and taking care of his body with 
good sleep and nutrition. “I try to eat healthy foods and try not to eat too much sugar.” 

Having been recognized for his good sportsmanship at tournaments, clark has a 
mature perspective when it comes to competing. “I try to let it go when I lose. I don’t hold 
onto it.” 

While playing professionally down the road is a potential goal, he’s also interested 
in possibly becoming an engineer and following in his dad’s footsteps. With his favorite 
subject being math, he’s well-rounded and loves to play the guitar – especially classical 
pieces.  3

HIGHfIVE
For the past 40 years, colorado Tennis (née High Bounce in 1976) has been bringing you 
profiles of local players, coaches, administrators and anyone else in the colorado tennis 
community who shares their passion for the sport with others.

In each issue, we are profiling five individuals who deserve recognition for their efforts and 
accomplishments. as always, some you will know, while others will be fresh names and 
faces. We encourage readers to help us recognize others who they think deserve special 
recognition. Email Kurt desautels <kurt@coloradotennis.com> with your comments or 
suggestions.

t’s a family affair for Tatum Burger, the 2015 class 4a State champion. Second 
to the youngest with tennis loving siblings including older brothers, Keegan, 
Jack, Brian, along with her twin sister, Shae, and younger brother Teague, 
the quiet netter from Steamboat Springs boldly captured the prestigious 
title in just her 

freshman year. She also just went 
to Zonals finishing undefeated and 
got into her first level 1 national 
tournament which will be in San 
diego in august.

Nicknamed “Tater Tot” by 
her family, she is an all-around 
athlete, excelling in soccer, going 
to state in cross-country and now 
winning the state title in tennis. 
Known for her quiet demeanor, 
Tatum is humble in discussing her 
own accomplishments, but readily 
discusses how grateful she is 
towards her family for all of their 
support-being consistent hitting 
partners, coaching her, and giving 
her emotional support. 

Being a multi-sport athlete, 
she said the cross-training she 
gets from cross country and 
soccer have helped her on the 
tennis court in terms of stamina 
and agility. “I’m pretty fast,” she 
responds when asked her what 
makes her so effective on the 
court. Tatum has confidence in her groundstrokes, and said she knows developing a 
more powerful serve is needed as she sets her site on top level play.

While her physical skills are readily apparent, it is her mental game that particularly 
impresses those around her. She just never really gets rattled. How does she do it? “I try 
to stay calm and positive and not get down on myself. I learn from my brothers and how 
they act on the court,” Tatum explains. She also said she tries to mirror the approach to 
the game of roger Federer because she “likes the way he never gets upset and shows 
good sportsmanship.”

Setting her near sights on a college career at duke (her mother, darby dale-Burger, 
attended there for gymnastics) she hopes to play professionally one day. For now, she 
is focusing on doing well in school and putting everything she has into sports. “I try to 
stay organized with my schoolwork so that I can play tennis and all of the other sports. 
My mom says I have to have straight as!” she jokes.

darby said she used to worry about how quiet Tatum was but now she understands 
that her calmness is a gift. She also said Tatum is extremely self-disciplined. “She has 
an amazing work ethic and gets every bit of her work done and then wants to train 
every single day,” she said. She also said that Tatum’s biggest strength is her heart- she 
leaves everything out there every match.

With Tatum’s athleticism she could excel in any sport but when asked what it was 
about tennis that made it her favorite, she explained that “it’s just such a mental game. I 
like that part of it. and that you can just start over if you have to.” That never quit attitude 
is a key component in her success.  3
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hen Mark Stangeland found the opportunity to own TGa (Teach. 
Grow. achieve) of douglas county, he knew he’d found the perfect 
fit. TGa runs the leading school based youth tennis programs in 
North america.  The mission of TGa is to introduce youth of 

all backgrounds to the fun, 
positive, character-building 
aspects of tennis with 
programs that build life 
values, instill confidence 
through achievement, 
provide physical fitness and 
offer a fun and educational 
experience. 

Graduating in 1999 
from Western Michigan 
University and getting his 
MBa from regis, Mark’s 
an engineer with the 
department of defense. 
He’s also an avid tennis 
player who competes in 
USTa colorado league 
Tennis. The fact that the 
USTa partners with TGa 
sold it for Mark and he’s 
thrilled to have the chance 
to own his own business 
while bringing tennis to the 
youth of douglas county. 
The franchise business is offered throughout the US, canada and Spain. 

“Tennis is so multi-faceted, the physical and mental aspects of it. It’s good for 
you. It’s kind of a chess match in that you have to think so far ahead,” he said of 
the appeal of the game. He said people are looking for sports they can compete 
in throughout their lifetime-something not every sport can offer.

It wasn’t love at first sight on the court, however. Mark was introduced to 
tennis by his dad in an era when the sport was taught much differently. “I 
honestly didn’t love it at that time,” he laughs about the early years and how 
it was very difficult to get a feel for the game due to the large, heavy racquets 
and fast moving balls. TGa uses equipment sized right for children and lessons 
that give kids the opportunity to rally over the net right away, at school, without 
needing to find a tennis court. It can be played in the gym or the blacktop and it 
builds the passion and success for the sport early on. 

Promoting the player pathway, TGa builds a strong foundation for not only 
tennis skills but life skills. The educational component bridges the gap between 
academics and sports. 

Playing in several leagues at the 4.0 level himself, Mark said that spirit of 
competition is great for kids and helps them prepare for life. “Every time you 
play it’s different. Every player you face is different. It’s a battle.” 

 “This program offers a high level of engagement right away. It’s fun! The 
students are able to learn the game and can do it right after school on their 
school’s campus.” It gives parents a convenient way to get their kids introduced 
to tennis in a safe and fun setting and gives the kids something fun to do after 
school. Many of the kids go onto playing junior team tennis.

Mark, his wife Suzanne, and their children Matthew (6 years old), charlie (21 
months old), and Eleanor (21 months old) live in Highlands ranch, colorado. 
If you have interest in the TGa program, you can find more information at 
PlaYTGa.com.  3

MarKSTANgElANd

or colorado native 
lori canova there 
was never any 
doubt that her 
path in life was 

going to be to help people. Getting 
her masters in social work from 
denver University, lori’s now in 
her 18th year serving as President 
and cEo of the “I Have a dream” 
Foundation in Boulder county. The 
nationally recognized program has 
been providing poverty-stricken 
school children with a long-term 
intervention program focusing on 
mentoring, tutoring and cultural 
enrichment. 

lori, the 2010 winner of the 
Boulder Professional Women 
group's Woman of the Year award 
and one of the 2015 Boulder 
chamber Women Who light the 
community honorees, says the 
program has been successful 
because of the wonderful 
community support and the fact that they can bring these at-risk kids through the program 
from early elementary years through college, offer comprehensive programs that prepare 
the kids for college and then help to support them through college with scholarships. It’s 
a dream that many young people would not have had without the foundation. Under her 
leadership, the program has grown from two classes to 15 and has served nearly 800 
students. 

lori also helped to start the Mentors Matter group which focuses on the recruitment of 
mentors, especially mentors of color.

Picking up her first tennis racquet at 40 years young, lori became immediately 
hooked not just on the game itself, but what it offered in terms of social interaction and 
sportsmanship. She’s been a co-captain on a 3.5 team for several years now and tennis has 
become a passion she enjoys and wants to share with others.

Since adding tennis to the foundation curriculum, over 350 kids have now been introduced 
to tennis thanks to funding from the USTa, support from the NJTl, and over 400 volunteers 
who make it all possible.

“The kids are getting access to life skills curriculum,” lori explains about the 
programming. “It’s about being engaged, staying in school, setting the goal to get to college 
and then getting them there.” The kids can play tennis at the recreation centers, on their 
own time, and receive the coaching and tutoring needed to help them excel on and off the 
courts. 

With the strong success of the program lori said there is still a hidden population that 
most people don’t know exists in places such as Boulder. “People don’t realize there are 
15,000 kids on the free reduced food program in the area. There is a huge disparity of 
income levels in the St. Vrain and Boulder Valley regions.”

Because of the number of kids in need and the comprehensive programs, lori said there 
is always a need for not only donations, but for more volunteers, coaches and mentors 
especially. There is a particular need for coaches in longmont and lafayette. If you are 
interested you can find a volunteer application at IHadBoUldEr.org.  3
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you can find the complete history of highfivEs online at:
http://colorado.usta.com/cta/news/buzz/highfive

see highFiVE, page 18

colorado.usta.com/cta/news/buzz/highfive
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Tennis
Center

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Located on the banks of beautiful Boulder Creek,

featuring the stunning Flatirons as a backdrop.

Rocky Mountain Tennis Center is the perfect place

to play tennis.

* Colorado’s Premier Player Development Center
   for All Ages

* 15 Courts, including 5 Indoor

* USPTA and USPTR Certified Coaches

* The Home of the CU Buffs

* Featured USTA Tournaments

- Colorado State MOJO Open
  June 20-25

- Babolat Boulder Open
  July 18-26

- Summer Master Series
  August 13-16 

- 10 RMTC Junior Series
  Spring, Summer, Fall

Accepting Applications
for Membership:

RMTennisCenter.com
303.449.5033

Where Tennis
Comes First.

2015

RMTC will again be
hosting Junior Futures, 
Challengers and 
Open Tournaments

rthur ashe has said, “From what we get, we can make a 
living; what we give, however, makes a life.” Those words 
hold special meaning for clinton c. Vessels, III, the interim 
president of the 
colorado Youth 

Tennis Foundation (cYTF). The 
stage 4 cancer survivor, who 
at one point had been given 6 
months to live, is now more 
determined than ever to solidify 
his legacy of bringing the 
opportunity of tennis to everyone 
— especially underprivileged 
young people.

Stepping onto the tennis 
court at the age of 10 under the 
influence of his beloved father, 
clinton c. Vessels, Jr., his life 
direction would be permanently 
altered and the number of 
doors tennis would open would 
become hard to count. Starting 
as a ball boy for arthur ashe 
and then going on to be selected 
to play national tournaments, he 
would get to meet other tennis 
greats such as althea Gibson. 

Being one of the first african-
american athletes to have this 
opportunity ignited his passion to open doors for others. “I was very lucky to be a part 
of that,” he explains regarding his extraordinary opportunity to travel the world and play 
tennis in clubs that at that time was prohibited to most african-americans. He said he was 
also blessed to have two highly educated parents who had the means and desire to support 
the tennis dreams he had. Understanding that even in today’s world, however, economic and 
social factors still exist that can be a barrier for young athletes, he is on a mission to raise 
as much money for the foundation as he can. 

clinton is in his 19th year serving on the board of the cYTF, which helps fund young 
netters from the ages of 8-18 by providing scholarships and program grants to ensure all 
kids have access to tennis, regardless of their economic, social or ethnic background. He 
knows that tennis isn’t just a sport — it’s much bigger than that. “Tennis teaches etiquette, 
sportsmanship, honesty,” he explains, adding that it’s allowed him to meet “extraordinary 
people from all over the world.” He also says that’s such a mental game, one where you 
are forced to think for yourself. 

clinton awakes each day grateful for life and tennis and the way they have complemented 
each other, life giving him tennis skills and tennis giving him life skills. He credits battling 
cancer to how he’s approached tennis. “Had I never been involved in tennis, I might not have 
approached it the same way. My life would not have been the same.” 

Supported by his incredible doctors, the tennis community, and his wife, debra, who he’s 
known for 48 years, clinton says that life after cancer forces him to prioritize and live each 
and every day with an understanding of how precious life is. looking to solidify a legacy 
with the Foundation, he is focused on raising as much money as he can for as many kids 
as he can so that they will lead more fulfilling lives. Helping the families of disadvantaged 
youths, keeping them on track and putting them into a community where their dreams can 
come true is what it’s all about.

USTa colorado Executive director Fritz Garger said clinton’s strength and commitment 
are invaluable to the kids and the foundation. “clinton has been an integral part from day 
1 of the revitalized cYTF Board of Trustees. I have known him for most of my life and he 
represents so much of what is truly good about this sport. He’s thoughtful, considerate, 
caring and professional. The cYTF has been fortunate to have someone of his character 
involved with our work and our mission. He’s passionate about helping kids in need and 
knows first-hand what this sport can do for youngsters.” 

acknowledging that tennis has given him more than he can give it, clinton said he knows 
he must give back. and dealing with cancer? as financially and emotionally devastating as 
it has been and continues to be he said being forced to reprioritize has been rewarding. “I’m 
going to pick life over death,” he says laughing. “I was not born with an expiration date on 
my forehead.” 

You can help clinton continue to bring the sport of tennis to kids by visiting 
coloradoTENNIS.com and clicking on the colorado Youth Tennis Foundation logo.  3
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Born in 1980, USTa league is celebrating 
its 35th year as the largest adult recreational 
tennis program in the country. 

The first year, just 13,000 participants 
competed in the program nationwide. Today, 
USTa league serves upwards of 900,000 
players annually, nearly 40,000 in colorado 
alone. 

all time national participation grew last year 
to over 12.5 million individuals playing in USTa 
league over the years. Here in colorado, all 
time participation is approaching 650,000.

• TENNIS, BASKETBALL & MULTI-USE COURTS

• REPAIRS, RESURFACING & CONSTRUCTION

• ALL COURTS, ALL SURFACES

• ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT

• FREE ESTIMATES

• CERTIFIED TENNIS COURT BUILDER ON STAFF

• SERVING COLORADO SINCE 1970

(303) 423-4303 www.coatingsinc.net

35 ANd CoUNTiNg
uSTA lEAGuES CElEBrATE 35Th AnnivErSAry

adUlTLEAGUES

USTA COLORADO 
2015 DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP

MERCHANDISE

Shop online at 
coloradotennis.com

USTA mixed 40 & over
July 24-26 / october 9-11 (lV)

USTA Adult 18 & over
July 31-august 2 / august 21-23 (Slc)

CTA Women's daytime doubles
august 11-13

USTA Adult 55 & over
august 14-16 / September 25-27 (denver)

USTA Adult 40 & over
august 28-30 / September 18-20 (denver)

iTA Fall mixed
September 11-13 / oct 30-Nov 1 (lV)

CTA Adult 65 & over
September 15-17 / october 16-18 (Boise)

CTA Women's Summer daytime
September 28-30

CTA Twilight
october 2-4

Upcoming district/Sectional Championship dates
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World-class 
tennis for the 
whole family

*Restrictions apply. See club for details. ©2014 LIFE TIME FITNESS, INC. All rights reserved. MKMG143919

Full Access to Fitness Club

Indoor and Outdoor Courts

Court Fees as Low as $22

Convenient Pro Shop

USTA Leagues and Events

Private and Group Lessons

Mixers

Video Lessons and Analysis

Permanent Court Time

USTA Junior Tennis Teams

Junior Drills, Classes and Socials

// LIFE TIME CENTENNIAL AND  
     COLORADO SPRINGS

CENTENIAL CLUB
CALL 720.489.1400       
CLICK lifetimefitness.com/centennial      
COME IN 5000 E. Dry Creek Road

COLORADO SPRINGS CLUB
CALL 719.266.9900       
CLICK lifetimefitness.com/coloradosprings      
COME IN 4410 Royal Pine Drive

Get a free 3-day trial pass.

http://lifetimefitness.com/centennial
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 RED  division (open gender division) 36’ court, RED ball
 ORANGE division (open gender division) 60’ court, ORANGE ball
 GREEN  division (same, mixed gender divisions) 78’ court, GREEN ball
 YELLOW division (same, mixed gender divisions) 78’ court, YELLOW ball

iNTRodUCiNg 3V3...TENNiS STYlE!
piGGyBACkinG On ThE SuCCESS Of mODifiED fOrmATS in OThEr yOuTh SpOrTS, 
uSTA COlOrADO iS TESTinG OuT 3 vErSuS 3, A whOlE nEw TAkE On TEAm TEnniS

JUNIorRECREATION

1 match. 2 courts. 3 players.

GAME ON!

FunCAMARADERIE

any-time substitutionsTim
ed

 M
atc

he
s

coaching

for more information about 3v3 
Tennis, please contact USTa 
colorado Junior leagues director 
dan lewis <dan@coloradotennis.
com>, 303/695-4116 x207.
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Vinay merchant (colorado) 

what do you love about tennis?
The thing I love the most about tennis is how social it 
is. I have made so many great friends. 

what does playing kinD mean?
Playing KINd on and off the court is a major 
expectation I have for myself. I always want to 
perform my best, but it’s not worth performing when 
I sacrifice my composure for a win.

why is playing kinD important?
Playing KINd gives you a certain respect on and off 
the court.

life skills learned from tennis: 
Tennis has given me the ability to be independent 
and react under pressure. I know it also has given me the ability to learn and grow. 

what would you tell young players about playing kinD?
I encourage younger players to have fun and make as many friends as they can. But 
most of all, don't be afraid to compete and give 100% in practice and everything you 
do.

Julia Fenn (Wyoming)

what do you love about tennis?
Tennis is a fast paced chess game that involves quick 
and smart shots in trying to overcome one’s opponents. 

what does playing kinD mean?
rESPEcT!! No matter the skill level of your opponent, 
she needs to be treated with value. Playing KINd 
also means that it’s important to take time to hit with 
younger players. 

why is playing kinD important?
It raises the level of play for the players, spectators, 
officials and coaches. I want to be the best person I 
can be on and off the court. Playing KINd helps me win 
graciously and lose with honor.

life skills learned from tennis: 
I’ve learned how to manage adversity and work with different people. Tennis has helped 
me control pressure. The physical, mental and emotional stress of tennis causes me to 
be patient and calm when dealing with pressure as it does with my school work

what would you tell young players about playing kinD?
Tennis is more fun when you and your opponent respect each other. You can achieve this 
by playing KINd. 

iven the unnatural outbreak of Pacific Northwest weather colorado had throughout most of June, it's hard to imagine 
finding enough dry courts in a four-day span to accommodate the 750 entrants from across the Intermountain Section 
and the more than 900 matches it took to crown champions in 16 competitive divisions.

But the tennis scheduling gods (and the incredible staff assembled by tournament director Jason colter) 
managed to do just that for the 2015 ITa Summer championships, held in denver from June 6-9.

This is the third consecutive year that colorado has hosted the Summer championships, which is the largest and most 
prestigious event on the Intermountain calendar. The annual event is one of just two USTa level 3 events in the Section, and 
the only one to be held in colorado. 

This year's event featured some of the nation's top players, especially the Girls 18s draw, which featured las Vegas 
native (and newest Stanford recruit) Kimberly Yee alongside colorado high school champions Kalyssa Hall, Tate 
Schroeder and rebecca Weissmann. other Girls 18s notables include two-time colorado high school finalists Nicole 
Kalhorn and alexandra Weil, as well as 2015 Easter Bowl champion Samantha Martinelli (from denver).

2015 iTA SUmmER ChAmpioNShipS
COlOrADO juniOrS mAkE ThE mOST Of hOmE COurT ADvAnTAGE

JUNIorCOMPETITION

G

2015 iTA Summer Championships
Boys' divisions (Colorado results)

B18s:  casey ross (champion)
 Ethan Hillis (3rd)
B18d:  casey ross (Finalist)

B16s:  Nicholas lorenz (Finalist)
 Kap Smith (3rd)
 Kai Smith (4th)
B16d:  Tom Melville (champion)
 richter Jordaan/Nicholas lorenz (Finalists)

B14s: Jett Middleton (4th)

B12s:  clark Steinhauser (champion)
 Nico Jamison (6th)

2015 iTA Summer Championships
girls' divisions (Colorado results)

G18s: rebecca Weissmann (champion)
 Tate Schroeder (4th)
 Samantha Martinelli (5th)
G18d:  Tate Schroeder (champion)

G16s:  Madison Gallegos (Finalist)
 amber Shen (3rd)

G14s:  Veronika Bruetting (6th)
G14d: Morgan Hall (champion)

G12s: Valerie Negin (3rd)
 Eliza Hill (5th)
G12d:  Eliza Hill/Nichole Hill (Finalists)

JUNioR plAYERS RECEiVE plAY kiNd AWARd
meet the 2015 uSTA intermountain Summer Closed Championship play kinD Award winners. The award, presented by uSTA 
Colorado official snack partner kinD, invites players to practice good sportsmanship. Both players received a kinD prize pack 
in recognition of their awards. 
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WEIL TENNIS
ACADEMY

Ojai, Southern California

This Summer,

GET A
JUMP

ON YOUR
COMPETITION

and come train at
Weil Tennis Academy,
Southern California's

first full-time tennis academy,
for our

SUMMER
TRAINING CAMPS! 

This Summer,

GET A
JUMP

ON YOUR
COMPETITION

and come train at
Weil Tennis Academy,
Southern California's

first full-time tennis academy,
for our

SUMMER
TRAINING CAMPS! 

This Summer,

GET A
JUMP

ON YOUR
COMPETITION

and come train at
Weil Tennis Academy,
Southern California's

first full-time tennis academy,
for our

SUMMER
TRAINING CAMPS! 

Train with top players from the
US and around the world with our

International High Performance Coaching Staff
in beautiful Ojai, Southern California!  

CAMP
DATES

May 31st to August 21st!

www.WeilTennis.com
805 640 3413

academy@WeilTennis.com
We look forward to seeing YOU in

Tennis Paradise this summer.

2015
SUMMER
CAMPS

Register Now!

ColoRAdo ChAmpioNS phoTo gAllERY
SiNglES // INTErMoUNTaIN SUMMEr cHaMPIoNSHIPS

CASEY RoSS
cHaMPIoN B18 SINGlES
FINalIST B18 doUBlES

mAdiSoN gAllEgoS
FINalIST G 16 SINGlES

Tom mElVillE

cHaMPIoN 
B16 doUBlES

NiCholAS loRENZ
FINalIST 
B16 SINGlES
FINalIST 
B16 doUBlES

RiChTER JoRdAAN

FINalIST 
B16 doUBlES

REBECCA WEiSSmANN
cHaMPIoN G18 SINGlES

ClARk STEiNhAUSER
cHaMPIoN B12 SINGlES

moRgAN hAll (l)  s
cHaMPIoN G14 doUBlES

TATE SChRoEdER (R)  t
cHaMPIoN G18 doUBlES

EliZA & NiColE hill  s
FINalISTS G12 doUBlES

2015 intermountain 
Summer Champions 

photo Gallery 
can be visited at 

facebook.com/uSTAColorado.
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4A individual Results
No. 1 singles 
championship: Tatum Burger, Steamboat Springs, 
def. alex Weil, St. Mary’s academy, 4-6, 6-1, 6-0
3rd place: Sara Schoenbeck, Pueblo West, def. 
Tara Edwards, colorado academy, 6-4, 7-6

No. 2 singles 
championship: caroline Kawula, Kent denver, def. 
daniela adamczyk, cheyenne Mountain, 6-4, 7-6, 7-5
3rd place: Taylor Thulson, Niwot, def. Savannah 
Mease, colorado academy, 6-3, 6-3

No. 3 singles 
championship: Maeve Kearney, Kent denver, def. 
Jessica Metz, cheyenne Mountain, 6-3, 6-1
3rd place: Maeve Mccarthy, Pueblo West, def. 
Morgan Bullen, colorado academy, 7-6, 6-1

No. 1 doubles 
championship: casey ahrendsen/ally 
arenson, cheyenne Mountain, def. claudia Morse/
Sage lochhead, colorado academy, 6-2, 6-1
3rd place: Elizabeth Smedley/Natalie Brondson, Kent denver, 
def. annie Hertel/Tiffany Parobek, Valor christian, 6-3, 6-1

No. 2 doubles 
championship: Tory louis/claire dibble, cheyenne Mountain, 
def. Mikayla Mcduff/Meghan Mcduff, Valor christian, 6-1, 6-2
3rd place: angie reed/Taylor Whatley, d’Evelyn, def. 
Tempel Haifleigh/Isabel Haifleigh, Kent denver, 6-3, 6-1

No. 3 doubles 
championship: Megan dibble/chelsey Geisz, 
cheyenne Mountain, def. Keva o’connor/
anna oosterhous, air academy, 6-4, 6-1
3rd place: alaina dawson/Jackie Pettit, Valor christian, 
def. Mari Bernal/Brittany Quint, Pueblo West, 6-3, 7-5

No. 4 doubles 
championship: Trinity Payne/cammy lee, d’Evelyn, 
def. Brianna Bartlett/an Tran, Holy Family, 6-3, 6-1
3rd place: Tatum Mika/rachel Perry, cheyenne Mountain, 
def. Toni Troje/allison reeder, air academy, 6-3, 6-1

4A Team Results
1 cheyenne Mountain 73
2  Kent denver 46
3  colorado academy 37
4  Pueblo West 27
5  d'Evelyn 25
6  Valor christian 24
7  Steamboat Springs 21
8  air academy 17
9  Niwot 16
10  St Mary's academy  14
11  Holy Family 12
T12  conifer 3
T12  durango 3
T14  Mullen 2
T14  Eaton 2
T16  discovery canyon 1
T16  Palmer ridge 1
T16  Windsor 1
T16  University 1
T16  longmont 1
T16  Pueblo South 1
T16  Montrose 1

Photo by Chris Mclean/Pueblo Chieftain

PrEPCOMPETITION
BURgER STANdS TAll; ChEYENNE moUNTAiN SECURES 7Th CoNSECUTiVE TEAm ChAmpioNShip (20Th oVERAll)

4A WRAp-Up
with two-time defending state champion kalyssa 
hall gone (having transferred to 5A Cherry Creek), 
the task of filling the vacancy as the no. 1 singles 
champion fell to Tatum Burger from Steamboat 
Springs. The 9th grader refused to be intimidated by 
the bigger hitters in the draw. She kept points alive 
and scrapped her way through each round, but looked 
to have met her match in Alex weil from St mary's 
Academy, who captured the first set 6-4 in their 
championship match. Burger wouldn't go quietly, 
however, and answered the big server's ground game 
with speed and agility. She won the second set 6-1, 
and earned Steamboat's first-ever no. 1 singles 
championship by cruising 6-0 in the final set.

in the team race, Cheyenne mountain captured 
three doubles championships to cruise to their 7th 
consecutive team title, one shy of the school record 

of 8 in a row from 1991-98. The indians 
have now won 20 high school team 

championships.

4A highlights
Caroline kawula and maeve kearney (kent Denver) 

improved on their previous best finishes at no. 2 and 
no. 3 singles as each earned titles in those respective 
divisions after reaching the finals in previous years.

Cheyenne mountain's top three doubles teams 
nabbed back-to-back state championships: Casey 
Ahrendsen and Allen Arenson repeated at no 1. 
doubles, Tory louis and Clair Dibble repeated for 
the indians at no. 2 doubles, and megan Dibble and 
Chelsey Geisz grabbed their second consecutive no. 
3 doubles championship.

with strong performances from Sara Schoenbeck 
and maeve mcCarthy in singles and mari Bernal and 
Brittany Quint in doubles, pueblo west scored a team 
record 27 points to finish a school-best 4th place.

Brianna Bartlett and An Tran from holy family 
earned their school's first-ever podium spot at no. 4 
doubles (a second-place finish) and helped the Tigers 
finish a school-best 11th place with a school-record 
12 points.
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5A individual Results
No. 1 singles 
championship: amber Shen, Fairview def. Kalyssa 
Hall, cherry creek, 3-6, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (6)
3rd place: casey Zhong, Mountain Vista def. 
Kristen Kirby, Mountain range, 6-1, 4-6, 6-2

No. 2 singles 
championship: anshika Singh, cherry creek 
def. Natalie Munson, Fairview, 6-0, 6-0
3rd place: Emma Jo Wiley, Fossil ridge def. 
Kendra lavallee, Mountain Vista, 6-1, 6-3

No. 3 singles 
championship: Gloria Son, cherry creek 
def. angela cai, Fairview, 6-1, 6-3
3rd place: Tara Teslow, Fossil ridge def. 
Haley Hilenbrand, legend, 6-3, 6-1

No. 1 doubles 
championship: Haley Weidemann/adrien 
Horowitz, ralston Valley def. Sam Penhale, 
Bailey Koronich, Fossil ridge, 6-3, 6-3
3rd place: Maddie roberts/Micha Handler, cherry creek 
def. Natalie Sloboth/Sarah Shortall, arapahoe, 6-2, 6-1

No. 2 doubles 
championship: Jessie Murphy/Mariela Hollines, cherry 
creek def. carolyn roberts/Ellie Savage, Fairview, 6-2, 6-3
3rd place: Katie Mead/alyssa Schroeder, denver East def. 
Sydney Boyle/caroline Skibness, rock canyon, 6-2, 7-6 (5)

No. 3 doubles 
championship: Sarah Sharpe/Skylar caledonia, Fairview def. 
Julia Mannino/Sara Grace Walker, cherry creek, 6-3, 6-4
3rd place: caroline Mcleod/olivia Woods, Heritage def. 
laura Froning/olivia Boyd, chatfield, 7-5, 7-6 (4)

No. 4 doubles 
championship: Hannah Peterson/allison Murphy, cherry 
creek def. riley Knipp/Priya Keller, ralston Valley, 6-3, 6-3
3rd place: lydia Supe/Katie Hinz, Fossil ridge def. 
caralynn Jamison/lily Siegert, Fairview, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (4)

5A Team Results
1  cherry creek 87
2  Fairview 67
3  Fossil ridge 39
4  Mountain Vista 25
5  ralston Valley 25
6  Mountain range 15
T7  denver East 11
T7  Heritage 11
9  rock canyon 9
10  arapahoe 7
11  legend 7
12  Poudre 6
13  Greeley West 4
14  chatfield 3
T15  columbine 2
T15  Highlands ranch 2
T15  lakewood 2
T16  regis Jesuit 1
T16  liberty 1
T16  legacy 1
T16  Ponderosa 1
T16  douglas county 1
T16  Fruita Monument 1

ShEN UpSETS hAll; CREEk giRlS TiE CREEk BoYS WiTh 19Th STRAighT TEAm TiTlE

5A WRAp-Up
The 2015 Colorado Girls 5A State high School Tennis Championships may go down in prep history as the 
"Draw That might have Been", as three of the state's top high school contenders — including the last two no. 
1 singles champions (who were both named high School All Americans) — opted out of prep play. missing 
from the ranks is last year's champ, Tate Schroeder (junior/Arapahoe), 2014 champion rebecca weissmann 
(Senior/loveland) and two-time runner-up nicole kalhorn (Senior/pine Creek). 

All eyes were on two-time reigning 4A champ kalyssa hall from Cheyenne mountain — who moved to the 
Denver metro area and now attends 5A Cherry Creek high School — to see if the junior could become the first 
player to win three consecutive state no. 1 singles titles since nicole leimbach (4A) and Sara Andunsen (5A) 
both accomplished the feat back in 2004. Standing in her way fairview's Amber Shen, who was competing 
in her first-ever high school championships. After playing tentatively and dropping the first set 3-6, Shen 
proceeded to go down 1-3 in the second set. Although Shen is just a freshman, she regained her composure 

and won the next four games. But hall would battle back. Despite being overruled several times by the chair 
umpire, hall took a 6-5 lead, just one game away from a third consecutive championship. Shen then broke 

hall, and leveled the match at one set apiece, winning the tiebreak 7-3. The third set was filled with 
drama, as hall was again overturned by the chair several times. Shen's two-handed groundstrokes 

from both sides proved to be more consistent than hall's big forehand in the final set, and the 
match was locked 6-6 with a tiebreak left to determine the champion. Due in part to two more 
overrules by the chair, Shen went on to win the third set tiebreak 8-6 to secure fairview's first 
no. 1 singles championship since Becky Callan in 1979.

5A highlights
Cherry Creek won its 19th consecutive state team title, 

equaling the record set by the Cherry Creek Boys' Squad 
(1972-90).

mountain vista and mountain range both scored firsts in 
this year's event, as Casey Zhong (mv) and kristen kirby 
(mr) led the schools to their highest ever team finishes 
(4th and 6th respectively)

ralston valley seniors haley weidemann and Adrien 
horowitz led the mustangs to a school-high 25 points. The 
duo had played every match in their high school careers 
together, and finished with a state title at no. 1 doubles.
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CollEgE RECRUiTiNg liST, SUmmER 2015
ThE lATEST nATiOnAl STAnDinGS frOm TEnniSrECruiTinG.nET

2015 62 David Mitchell Castle Rock
2015 93 Spencer Lang Longmont
2015 204 Ignatius Castelino Superior
2015 388 Tommy Mason Boulder
2015 418 Fletcher Kerr Denver
2015 448 Keenan Kaltenbacher Colorado Springs
2015 543 Harshil Dwivedi Greenwood Village
2015 569 Lucas Martin Fort Collins
2015 681 William Hobbs Boulder
2015 728 Colby Jimenez Denver
2015 734 Dakota Burns Pueblo
2015 757 Dante Alcala Pueblo
2015 814 Ashwin Vaithianathan Highlands Ranch
2015 875 Cody Carlton Castle Rock
2015 936 Carter Pentz Niwot
2015 965 Jimmy Amundson Littleton
2015 972 Nic Hoime Ft. Collins
2015 987 Dylan Griffin Longmont
2015 1006 Joseph Bove Castle Rock
2015 1019 Keller Hartline Lafayette
2015 1027 Trace Collins Parker
2015 1035 Zachary Fluck Canon City
2015 1080 Sean Snediker Monument
2015 1102 Alex Dressen-Shipley Fort Collins
2015 1105 Azur Ali Boulder

2016 280 Jacob Lapkin Grand junction
2016 309 William Gold Denver
2016 408 Alec Leddon Boulder
2016 424 McCulloh Mease Littleton
2016 517 Jackson Hawk Boulder
2016 651 Noah Forman Golden
2016 657 Jeremiah Hansen Colorado Springs
2016 670 Max Petrak Boulder
2016 703 Ben Blea Parker
2016 704 Colton Hill Colorado Springs
2016 738 Cutter Esson Boulder
2016 741 Thomas Koszowski Denver
2016 906 Jake Becker Centennial
2016 1001 Zhan Su Louisville
2016 1114 Maxwell Koszowski Denver
2016 1153 Joshua Hunt Castle Rock
2016 1259 Spencer Clauson Boulder
2016 1260 Eli Wiener Denver
2016 1302 Nathan Lazarus Boulder
2016 1341 Jackson Johar Fort Collins
2016 1353 Vamsi Senthilvel Highlands Ranch
2016 1364 Grant Wood Westminster
2016 1383 Chanon Penvari Aurora
2016 1504 Cameron Bergan Aurora
2016 1545 Troy de Jong Steamboat Springs
2016 1571 Simon Lupo Westminster
2016 1594 Daniel Stephan Highlands Ranch
2016 1595 Brent Edwards Littleton
2016 1611 Dustin Bohuslavschi Peyton
2016 1613 Henry Raeder Evergreen

2016 1637 James Kasic Boulder

2017 78 Casey Ross Littleton
2017 111 Ethan Hillis Centennial
2017 371 Ben Antonsen Highlands Ranch
2017 379 Kai Smith Denver
2017 424 Robby Hill Greenwood Village
2017 540 Ryan James Denver
2017 544 Draden Hoover Aurora
2017 633 Niko Hereford Denver
2017 725 Matthew Lambert Aspen
2017 736 Frederick Edwards Bayfield
2017 737 Dylan Zumar Aurora
2017 755 Matthew Chavez Mead
2017 779 Andrew Gillette Arvada
2017 839 Tom Hudson Golden
2017 844 Alex Gelevei Denver
2017 908 Devin Harper Westminster
2017 1091 Aaron Weil Highlands Ranch
2017 1207 Graham Blanco Boulder
2017 1209 Erich Nuss Castle Pines
2017 1253 Cameron McGregor Littleton
2017 1263 Stefan Orton-Urbina Colorado Springs
2017 1274 Jack Ferry Lafayette
2017 1287 Samuel Hoelscher Lakewood
2017 1290 Connor Clancy Greeley
2017 1356 Joshua Fields Franktown
2017 1442 Xavier Pacheco Englewood
2017 1474 Charles Smith Steamboat Springs
2017 1479 Coulten Davis Colorado Springs
2017 1492 Jacob Stringer Longmont
2017 1555 David Zhao Superior
2017 1575 Nolan Connell Steamboat Springs
2017 1587 Will Dennen Castle Rock
2017 1598 Ryan Lahr Evergreen
2017 1611 Drake Wilson Monument
2017 1662 Samuel Vang Westminster

2018 97 Kasper Smith Boulder
2018 260 Charlie Franks Denver
2018 289 Tom Melville Boulder
2018 291 Joshua King Englewood
2018 346 Jack Moldenhauer Denver
2018 479 Jack Alexander Littleton
2018 486 Mitchell Johnson Cherry Hills Village
2018 507 Daniel Guiot Denver
2018 523 Skyler Gates Littleton
2018 567 Dillon Leasure Carbondale
2018 597 David Kijak Aurora
2018 607 Vinay Merchant Centennial
2018 618 Ryan Neale Parker
2018 801 Ethan Schacht Boulder
2018 824 Benjamin Murray Englewood
2018 848 Henry Hawk Boulder
2018 852 Patrick Seby Denver
2018 932 Bradley Ma Colorado Springs

2018 974 Quinn Bermingham Denver
2018 1034 Tanner Jones Colorado Springs
2018 1054 Stone Heyman Englewood
2018 1115 Aaron Nguyen Louisville
2018 1149 Connor Larson Boulder
2018 1176 Jordan Wagner Littleton
2018 1238 Evan Nuss Castle Rock
2018 1345 Sam Angell Denver
2018 1349 Arjun Gupta Severance
2018 1386 Finn Gullickson Colorado Springs
2018 1398 Jack LaBarge Denver
2018 1413 Carter Holbrook Boulder
2018 1446 Adam Chehadi Louisville
2018 1448 Brooks Savage Boulder
2018 1472 Ethan Katz Boulder
2018 1509 Laird Stewart Englewood
2018 1576 Christian Ridings Colorado Springs
2018 1582 Everett Martin Boulder
2018 1617 Zack Fox Littleton
2018 1629 Alexander Wimer Englewood
2018 1637 Benjamin Krafsur Fort Collins
2018 1646 Drew Hill Greenwood Village
2018 1647 Luke Aubert Grand Junction
2018 1689 Zachary Smith Greenwood Village

2019 49 Nicholas Lorenz Colorado Springs
2019 57 Richter Jordaan Cherry Hills Village
2019 151 Brett Finan Broomfield
2019 277 Christian Holmes Littleton
2019 528 Carter Logan Denver
2019 575 Kosta Garger Englewood
2019 591 Sam Nassif Denver
2019 690 Teague Burger Steamboat Springs
2019 766 Jackson Klutznick Denver
2019 777 Andy Wu Boulder
2019 882 Henry Cox Parker
2019 959 Alexander Ilic Aspen
2019 1078 Cal Hegstrom Grand Junction
2019 1089 Tyler Landen Centennial
2019 1144 Jackson Holland Windsor
2019 1246 Andrew Seehausen Lonetree
2019 1280 Luke Miller Colorado Springs
2019 1282 Beck Chrisbens Boulder
2019 1373 Alex Alijani Denver
2019 1426 Mason Lewis Broomfield
2019 1471 Maxwell Probst Highlands Ranch
2019 1472 Christopher Du Highlands Ranch
2019 1503 Brenden Arndt Longmont
2019 1507 Cameron Weckerly Niwot
2019 1519 Riley Black Niwot
2019 1529 Wyatt Stempel Steamboat Springs
2019 1555 Ethan Paulus Steamboat Springs
2019 1565 Samson Knape Fort Collins

2020 160 Jett Middleton Littleton
2020 179 Quinn Snyder Steamboat Springs

2020 386 Caden Kammerer Longmont
2020 606 John Dick Highlands Ranch
2020 657 Paul Jones Manitou Springs
2020 681 Nicholas Svichar Greenwood Village
2020 698 Cruz Culpepper Lafayette
2020 742 Akhil Gupta Severance
2020 815 Stefan Hester Longmont
2020 959 Riley Burridge Boulder
2020 976 Austin Kattenhorn Lafayette
2020 984 Jean-Loup Auzias Denver
2020 1019 Alex Gordon Cherry Hills Village
2020 1075 Kian Grimison Boulder
2020 1085 Dario Alcala Pueblo
2020 1106 Alex Baum Littleton
2020 1124 Lukas Bachmann Boulder
2020 1200 William Holst Greenwood Village
2020 1213 Caleb Aguirre Cherry Hills Village
2020 1219 Michael Conde Superior
2020 1231 Ben Bicknell Niwot
2020 1250 Teodor Cariov Boulder
2020 1261 Robert Metz Colorado Springs
2020 1278 Nicholas Solimene Highlands Ranch
2020 1285 Cam Cramer Niwot
2020 1300 William Jones Littleton
2020 1328 Zach Scott Aurora
2020 1340 Jake Blunt Colorado Springs
2020 1343 Blake Davis Littleton
2020 1346 Benjamin Idler Golden
2020 1365 Ryan Grayson Boulder
2020 1368 Michael Crum Denver
2020 1375 Andre Maltzahn Fort Collins
2020 1396 Roy Lundeen Steamboat Springs

2021 99 Clark Steinhauser Denver
2021 198 Neil Wilcox Boulder
2021 310 Luke Silverman Boulder
2021 411 Nicholas Dietrich Golden
2021 633 Grigor Karakelyan Aurora
2021 667 Louis Salfi Denver
2021 713 John Austin Dick Highlands Ranch
2021 770 Chase Walters Highlands Ranch
2021 780 David Bomgaars Aurora
2021 844 Andy Schuiling Steamboat Springs
2021 848 Phillip Albright Denver
2021 857 Arjun Batra Aurora
2021 862 Nico Gonzalez Denver
2021 892 George Henry Hanzel Denver
2021 926 Dayton Fisher Arvada
2021 947 Christopher Nelson Castle Rock
2021 949 Chris Swanson Highlands Ranch
2021 988 Wyatt Stack Boulder
2021 990 Jack Larson Arvada
2021 1002 Zak Chehadi Louisville
2021 1005 Samuel Keronen Longmont
    
    

CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWNCLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN

    
2015 27 Nicole Kalhorn Colorado Springs
2015 31 Gabrielle Schuck Colorado Springs
2015 357 Alexandra Weil Cherry Hills Village
2015 455 Isabella Melena Arvada
2015 583 Kylie Simons Colorado Springs
2015 709 Ashley Burnett Monument

2016 13 Rebecca Weissmann Loveland
2016 66 Tate Schroeder Centennial
2016 105 Kalyssa Hall Colorado Springs
2016 216 Gloria Son Englewood
2016 351 Caroline Kawula Cherry Hills Village
2016 390 Kristen Kirby Thornton
2016 393 Tara Edwards Littleton
2016 466 Daniela Adamczyk Colorado Springs
2016 532 Lauren Lindell Parker
2016 597 Natalie Hagan Lone Tree
2016 663 Natalie Munson Longmont
2016 800 Kendra Lavallee Highlands Ranch
2016 894 Hanna Fernley Greenwood Village
2016 906 Elsa Erickson Longmont
2016 907 Alexandria Bellas Colorado Springs
2016 913 Gabriella Hesse Colorado Springs
2016 919 Lauren Petty Colorado Springs
2016 954 Sarah Megilligan Pueblo West
2016 969 Jade Moore Littleton
2016 1032 Sarah Casey Monument
2016 1038 Danielle Morin Colorado Springs
2016 1055 Mari Dudek Highlands Ranch

2017 14 Samantha Martinelli Denver
2017 100 Madison Gallegos Aurora
2017 269 Casey Zhong Highlands Ranch
2017 367 Alex Pessoa Denver

2017 490 Madison Wolfe Monument
2017 495 Shawnea Pagat Fort Collins
2017 536 Sadie Moseley Denver
2017 586 Maeve Kearney Englewood
2017 701 Sara Schoenbeck Pueblo West
2017 714 Grace Koza Littleton
2017 1063 Maleeha Chowdhury Highlands Ranch
2017 1098 Tiffany Parobek Lone Tree
2017 1105 Morgan Bullen Denver
2017 1134 Jennifer Phan Thornton
2017 1166 Jamie Smith Colorado Springs
2017 1201 Murphy Harr Arvada

2018 85 Amber Shen Broomfield
2018 168 Anshika Singh Greenwood Village
2018 245 Annika Bassey Denver
2018 258 Tatum Burger Steamboat Springs
2018 277 Emily Strande Centennial
2018 289 Seraphin Castelino Superior
2018 351 Micha Handler Englewood
2018 403 Heather Volls Colorado Springs
2018 491 Ky Ecton Fort Collins
2018 609 Natalie Bronsdon Highlands Ranch
2018 613 Julia Pentz Niwot
2018 615 Sarah Fleming Grand Junction
2018 643 Mariela Hollines Cherry Hills Village
2018 737 Taylor Thulson Louisville
2018 872 Rachel Nguyen Westminster
2018 875 Emma Gaydos Monument
2018 909 Alexandra Djoumaliev Loveland
2018 940 Savannah Mease Littleton
2018 1118 Tristen VanDeVeer Colorado Springs
2018 1135 Katie Herby Broomfield
2018 1146 Jenesse Johnson Denver
2018 1238 Adriana Strode Denver

2019 314 Morgan Hall Colorado Springs
2019 380 Josephine Schaffer Greenwood Village
2019 567 Sayuri Garud Centennial
2019 730 Laura Bobby Castle Rock
2019 766 Trisha Somasundaram Superior
2019 780 Sophie Pearson Longmont
2019 821 Amanda Schlatter Cherry Hills Village
2019 878 Madissen Allen Centennial
2019 899 Ashlen Grote Highlands Ranch
2019 910 Emma Morrissey Denver
2019 929 Mia Oliver Denver
2019 1017 Alexandra Bush Greenwood Village
2019 1038 Samhita Bheemireddy Highlands Ranch
2019 1050 Willow Purvis Denver
2019 1080 Cassandra Sehic Highlands Ranch
2019 1103 Josie Williams Centennial
2019 1195 Trini Somasundaram Superior
2019 1220 Isabel Pan Highlands Ranch
2019 1246 Allyson Horvath Broomfield
2019 1341 Olivia Thero Fort Collins
2019 1348 Carley Bennett Lakewood

2020 295 Mavis Edwards Bayfield
2020 362 Veronika Bruetting Highlands Ranch
2020 377 Meghna Chowdhury Highlands Ranch
2020 380 Samantha Moore-Thomson Denver
2020 412 Emily Untermeyer Denver
2020 418 Lela Daszuta Evergreen
2020 420 Hana Kimmey Parker
2020 469 Olivia Desso Evergreen
2020 517 Natalie Hamill Fort Collins
2020 642 Ellie Strande Centennial
2020 804 Haley Artis Aurora
2020 812 Mattie Kuntzelman Colorado Springs

2020 828 Noelle Cerone Steamboat Springs
2020 832 Mae Thorp Steamboat Springs
2020 870 Isabella Pacheco Englewood
2020 899 Lexie Fisher Greenwood Village
2020 917 Lauren Karaba Castle Pines
2020 942 Rylee Jones Castle Pines
2020 953 Katherine Cantor Centennial
2020 1034 Jordan Korb Westminster
2020 1042 Amanda Pruitt Highlands Ranch
2020 1063 Rebecca Pavot Longmont

2021 142 Leyden Games Boulder
2021 146 Sarah Hamner Fort Collins
2021 158 Samantha Anthony Longmont
2021 213 Eliza Hill Greenwood Village
2021 242 Miranda Kawula Cherry Hills Village
2021 284 Valerie Negin Centennial
2021 299 Dilafzo Abdullaeva Aurora
2021 393 Anna Reimers Highlands Ranch
2021 404 Rachel Swan Highlands Ranch
2021 410 Nicole Hill Greenwood Village
2021 434 Lucy Lu Broomfield
2021 484 Tatum Smith Boulder
2021 516 Mahima Gurung Boulder
2021 582 Marina Youngdahl Superior
2021 583 Julia Rydel Denver
2021 599 Cassidy Rich Highlands Ranch
2021 629 Camille Marsh Englewood
2021 651 Natalie Stone Broomfield
2021 808 Lauren Manwiller Evergreen
2021 844 Dahlia Rappaport Englewood
2021 860 Anna Fusaris Castle Rock

GIRLS

BOYS

CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWNCLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN
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THELASTWord

am a huge advocate for youth athletics. Sport — all SPorTS— do great 
things for kids. organized sports not only keep kids healthier physically, but 
mentally as well. 

regular physical activity benefits youth in many ways, including helping 
build and maintain healthy bones, muscles and joints; helping control 

weight and reduce fat; and preventing or delaying the development of high blood pressure. 
The list of benefits goes on: 
•  Childhood sports participation is a significant predictor of young adults' participation 

in sports and physical fitness activities. adolescents who play sports are eight times as 
likely to be active at age 24 as adolescents who do not play sports.

•  In addition to living physically healthier lives, physical activity is associated with 
improved academic achievement, including grades and standardized test scores. 
Further, such activity can affect cognitive skills, attitudes and academic behavior, 
including enhanced concentration, attention, and improved classroom behavior. 

•  High school athletes are more likely than non-athletes to attend college and get 
degrees; team captains, MVPs achieve in school at even higher rates. 

•  A number of studies provide support for the premise that physical activity, and sports in 
particular, can positively affect aspects of personal development among young people, 
such as self-esteem, goal-setting, and leadership. 

•  Compared to non-athlete peers, female high school athletes are less likely to be 
sexually active, to use drugs, and to suffer from depression. The benefits extend to the 
workplace. a survey of 400 female corporate executives found 94 percent played a sport 
and that 61 percent say that has contributed to their career success.

But.... (there's always a "but").

Concussions: the elephant in the room
There is a silent epidemic in youth sports, one that sportswriter Bill Simmons calls "the 

single most important issue in sports today.” 
concussions.
concussions are real, they are dangerous, and they are becoming more and more 

frequent in youth sports. cdc reports show that the amount of reported concussions 
has doubled in the last 10 years. The american academy of Pediatrics has reported that 
emergency room visits for concussions in kids ages 8 to 13 years old has doubled, and 
concussions have risen 200% among teens ages 14-19 in the last decade.

Many parents understand the dangers, but avoid the issue by wishing the problem away 
or hoping and praying that their sons or daughters never face the issue.

The simple fact of the matter is, while science is learning more and more about the 
danger of concussions and sub-concussive impacts each and every day, as a society, we 
need to answer some tough questions as to the nature of youth sports and the danger 

of trauma on a developing young brain. The current research demonstrating the severity 
of trauma from a blow to the head while playing football — and even sports like hockey, 
lacrosse, soccer, baseball and basketball — is frightening to think about.

So, we don’t. We shake our heads, and then we continue on as we always have, and put 
our collective heads in the sand. If we don’t see it, or hear about it, or talk about it, maybe 
the whole thing will just go away.

But it's not going away. It's getting worse.
In 2012, there were 3,800,000 sports concussions reported. Breaking it down further, 1 in 

5 high school athletes will sustain a sports concussion during the season, and 33% of those 
report two or more in the same year. cumulative concussions have been shown to increase 
catastrophic head injury leading to permanent neurologic disability by nearly 40%.

pulling our heads out
as a parent, you need to ask yourself the following question: am I voluntarily putting my 

son/daughter at unnecessary risk by allowing him/her to play contact sports like football, 
hockey, lacrosse, or even soccer?

Before you consider the fairness of the question, consider the statistics (from the cdc):
Football players led all high school athletes in concussions, at 0.77 per 1,000 athletic 

Exposures (defined as one athlete participating in one game or practice, in which he/she is 
exposed to the possibility of athletic injury). That may help explain why the number of boys 
playing Pop Warner football, the largest such program in the country, is down by nearly 
10% since 2010.

The second most concussion-prone sport for boys is ice hockey (0.54), then lacrosse 
(0.46), followed by wrestling (0.24).

Girls have it even worse, especially when starting out. Soccer was considerably tougher 
on girls, who recorded a score of 0.67 per 1,000 aE compared to 0.19 for boys — concussions 
constitute fully 33.4% of all girls’ soccer injuries, equalling the next two most common 
types of soccer injuries, to knees and to hips/thighs/upper legs, combined. By comparison, 
concussion accounted for a more modest 25.8% of boys’ soccer injuries. 

as with soccer, there’s a gender imbalance present in basketball, the number two 
concussion sport for girls, at 0.56 per 1,000, twice the rate for boys’ basketball (0.25).

The same gender disparity was present on the baseball diamond, where, as counterintuitive 
as it might seem, softball was more dangerous than hardball, with boys’ concussion rates 
at 0.05 compared to girls’ softball injury rates of 0.16.

and with the recent explosion in popularity of girls lacrosse and field hockey, it's also 
no surprise that concussion rates have climbed significantly in those sports as well, 0.35 
and 0.25 per 1,000 aE respectively. Even cheerleading boasts an alarming concussion rate, 
at .014 per 1,000 aE. remarkably, even non-contact girls' sports such as volleyball and 
gymnastics have concussion issues (0.09 and 0.07 per 1,000 aE respectively).

But concussions aren't the only problem when it comes to sports and young brains. 

I
TENNiS & ThE BRAiN 
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his summer is absolutely humming along! 
Seems like schools just got out, and now 
many districts are kicking things off earlier 
in august than ever (seemingly). There 
are a lot of exciting things to report, and 

opportunities abound for players across the state. Here 
are a few items I’d like to highlight at this mid-way point 
of the year:

• Diversity & Inclusion — this has been a very exciting 
and meaningful year (to date). our events at cinco de 
Mayo (denver’s civic center Park), diversity TennisFest 
(Montbello), latina lunch & learn (Gates Tennis center) 
and the Special olympics Flame of Hope Torch run were 
outstanding. We are reaching out to more people, exposing 
those involved to the benefits and opportunities provided 
through tennis. We’re trying to make a difference — 
using tennis as a vehicle to bring people together — to 
benefit from tennis’ physical, emotional, mental and social 
components; as well as to promote the fundamental core 
values of the sport — like fairness, and respect (of others 
and self) and share with others these ideals off-court. 

• League tennis (adult and junior) is faring well, with 
increases across the board. We implemented changes 
to our overall schedule for 2015 that have proven to be 
beneficial overall. We have had significant activity and are 
now approaching an incredibly exciting time with a lot of 
local league play and upcoming playoffs that will extend 
into october. our leagues continue to be some of the 
strongest in the entire country!

• Tournaments — we’ve rolled out (with the support of 
tournament directors) the new a.c.E. format for junior 
events — Futures, challenger and some championship 
level as well. The feedback from players and parents alike 
has been exceptional. People love the one-day events and all 
that comes with it (multiple matches, variety of opponents, 
one site, on- and off-court activity, social aspects). despite 
this format's growing popularity across the country, USTa 
software does not yet support the new formats as well as 
we'd like. our Tournament directors are putting a lot of 
additional time into the orchestration of these events. It’s 
not easy, and yet they have been very supportive of the 
idea that our tournament products need to evolve to better 
meet the needs of parents (primarily) and players alike. our 
office has communicated our thoughts and ideas to USTa 
national in hopes that the software can be updated and 
enhanced to better support our directors.

• Community Development — we have hosted numerous 
workshops throughout the state in an effort to support 
coaches and ultimately collaborate with providers to insure 
the best possible tennis experience for newcomers. We 
anticipate that by year’s end we’ll have had close to 
250 coaches participate in these workshops statewide. 
our provider (facility) adopt-a-school initiative has been 
incredibly successful and we’ll be building upon it this fall. 
We continue to provide the very best in support of schools 
with our USTa Schools Program — incorporating tennis 
units in before-, PE and after-school programs.

• Sponsorship & Special Events — Many thanks to our 

sponsors. We could not provide the kind of experience we 
do for so many of our events were it not for the support 
of our sponsors. We have great partners who know the 
benefits of being connected to this great sport and our 
association. We’re already gearing up for the 2016 Hall 
of Fame & annual awards Gala — congratulations to our 
soon-to-be inducted Hall of Famers: Susan Wright, rich 
Berman, andy Potter and Bobby curtis (deceased). 

We have two initiatives that we’ll be rolling out the 2nd 
half of this year. one is a USTa initiative:  Early development 
camps. We will be assembling players to be a part of four 
camps (august-November), but a major emphasis for us is 
centered on coaches education and parent education (see 
invite on page 10). a primary focus of ours is to spread 
the word re: a youngsters’ development (i.e. importance 
of multi-sport participation/non-specialization and other 
key items) to both coaches and parents. The other roll out 
is our promotion of 3v3 tennis for juniors. For parents who 
have kids in other sports (i.e. hockey, soccer, basketball 
and/or volleyball) you’ll know the premise. We’re looking 
to collaborate with existing junior programs for them to 
incorporate our 3v3 program for youth tennis. So, providers 
should be on the lookout for updates about this new format 
and contact our office (dan@coloradotennis.com) for more 
information. It’s exciting and another way to reach kids in a 
fun, active and, (importantly) ‘team’ atmosphere. 

We appreciate your support of tennis and hope you’re 
having a wonderful summer. From all of us at USTa 
colorado... best wishes and enjoy!!!  3
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other brain injuries
Purdue researchers recently compared changes in the brains of high school football 

players who had suffered concussions with the brains of players who were concussion 
free. They found brain tissue damage in both. That's scary stuff. That means brain injuries 
are occurring without concussions and without players, coaches or parents being aware of 
it (remember that girls soccer is the most concussion-prone sport for youth and high 
school female athletes). It turns out that it’s not only helmet-to-helmet 
contact that can result in brain trauma.

a study conducted at Humboldt State University in 
california, revealed that both female and male soccer 
players who headed the ball the most during a 
game did worse on cognitive tests after the game 
than their peers who hadn't headed a ball. 
Moreover, the players that did the most heading 
also suffered more often from headaches and 
episodes of dizziness compared to players 
that headed the ball less often.

another study by Harvard researchers 
looked at the brains of soccer players to those 
of swimmers, where they determined that 
there were changes in the white matter of the 
soccer players' brains that weren't there in the 
swimmers’ brains.

Using our heads to protect young brains
Underlying these statistics is an important fact: the brains of youth 

and high school athletes are still developing, making them more vulnerable 
to brain injuries. as such, dr. robert cantu, a neurosurgeon and leading expert on sports 
concussions, recommends that kids don't play tackle football before age 14. He also 
recommends banning heading in soccer and body checking in ice hockey before 14. In a 
New York Times editorial, dr. cantu even suggested that kids could be held out from these 
activities longer, as late as 16 or 18. 

"In light of what we now know about concussions and the brains of children, though, many 
sports should be fine-tuned. But many parents and coaches are satisfied with the rules as they 
are. They like seeing youngsters in helmets and pads, and watching them slide headfirst into 
second base. The closer the peewee games resemble those of the professionals, the happier we 
are. It’s natural for a parent or a coach. Even a neurosurgeon. 

But children are not adults. Their bodies are still maturing. Their vulnerabilities to head 
trauma are far greater.

a child’s brain and head are disproportionately large for the rest of the body, especially through 
the first five to eight years of life. and a child’s weak neck cannot brace for a hit the way an adult’s 
can (think of a bobblehead doll.) a child’s cranium at 4 is about 90 percent the size an adult’s. 
That’s important to a discussion of concussions and concussion risk."

Now that we know what’s going on, cantu says we cannot continue to look the other way 
and pretend concussions will go away on their own. It's time to have an open discussion. 
His comments beg the question, do we really want to place a kid in any sport in which they 
are hitting their head on a regular basis?

So as parents, we need to embrace the benefits of youth sports and balance that with 
what we now know is dangerous and scary about them. 

It boils down to this... How much contact is acceptable? 

Now that you know....
So by now if you've read this far, you're virtually an expert on concussion frequency in 

youth sports. as an expert, what will you do with this new information?
like you, I've kept my head in the sand on this issue when it comes to my own kids. 

But after a particularly alarming story told to me by an acquaintance, it made me realize 
that we, as a culture, as coaches and as parents, need to bring concussions out of the 
shadows. Better diagnosis, better after care, better awareness...all of these are crucial as 
we move forward. Since concussions happen even in non-contact sports like gymnastics 
and cheerleading, and since progressive brain injuries can occur even when there is no 
person-to-person contact, we need to rely on science and medicine and their ability to 
better prepare our players, and to better educate our parents and coaches. The danger 
is too high, given that the vast majority of concussions aren't even diagnosed properly, 
putting kids at risk for a secondary concussive event, which both prolongs and intensifies 
the dangerous effects to the brain.

of course, there are always alternatives. You could yank your child out of sports 
altogether, but then all those positive attributes go by the wayside. or you can enroll your 
child in a safer activity, one that offers all the tremendous benefits of sports but protects 
your child's most important asset....

life lessons...minus the risk of concussion
as this is a tennis publication, you might not be overly surprised to learn 

that among the top 10 most popular high school sports, tennis 
ranks with golf and swimming as the activities with the fewest 

concussions/head injuries. 
In fact, according to dr. Neeru Jayanthi, the Medical director 
of Primary care Sports Medicine at loyola University 

chicago, concussions in tennis are incredibly rare 
(although they do occur). In his data set (comprised of 

more than 150 junior players competing in thousands 
of athletic exposures), they have recorded zero 
concussions.

dr. Jayanthi and other neuroscientists have 
come to label tennis and swimming as a non-

concussion sports, which may be a big relief to 
those parents who are anxious to introduce their kids 

to tennis.
Something else parents might not know is that 

compared to other sports, tennis players get better 
grades (48% have an "a" average), are better behaved 

(73% have never been sent to the principal's office), are 
more community-minded and well-rounded (82% volunteer in 

their community), and are less prone to risky behaviors, such as binge 
drinking, cigarette smoking and marijuana use (More Than a Sport: Tennis, 

Education and Health, don Sabo, PHd).
You see, tennis isn't just a game. It's a great teacher.
It teaches you many of the important things in life, like perseverance, the value of 

sportsmanship, how to win or lose with dignity, good judgment, integrity and a sense of 
honesty. Introducing tennis to kids isn't just about teaching them the game, it's about 
teaching them a set of values that will last a lifetime.

All the teamwork, none of the padding
Tennis isn't unique in producing youngsters with positive characteristics. and tennis isn't 

unique in providing a safe environment for competitors. But other than tennis, how many 
sports can you name that have all of the positive benefits of physical exertion, balance, 
coordination, strength, stamina, problem-solving, competition....with virtually zero risk of 
head injury?

For those of you who have your children participating in any of the sports mentioned in 
this article, please understand that there is no finger-pointing or sideways glances directed 
toward you. My own children participate in contact sports, and thankfully, neither has 
experienced any collisions that would cause me to be concerned about their brains.

But...
it is estimated that at least one player sustains a mild concussion in nearly every 

American football game, and that the likelihood of an athlete in a contact sport 
experiencing a concussion is as high as 20% per season. 

and once an athlete has suffered an initial concussion, his or her chances of a second 
one are 3 to 6 times greater than an athlete who has never sustained a concussion. In 
fact, more than a third of high school players in one recent survey reported two or more 
concussions within the same school year.

Yikes! These are odds that simply cannot be ignored. It's time that we, as parents, openly 
acknowledge and address the risks associated with youth contact sports. 

as a parent of young athletes, both of whom are competing in contact sports, these 
statistics are sobering. and while I won't forbid my children from playing lacrosse or soccer 
or basketball, the reality is that we are now exploring new athletic opportunities, including 
tennis — which my son has previously sworn off (another story for another time). 

The purpose of this article is not to scare anyone away from other sports, or to capitalize 
on fear in such a way to lead parents to tennis. We must educate ourselves and assess for 
our kids their best interests. as tennis players, you already know the value that this sport 
adds to your lives. Tennis has been called the "ideal sport for a healthy heart." But as we 
learn more and more about the dangers associated with physical contact in athletics, it is 
also time to recognize tennis as the "ideal sport for a healthy brain."  3

continued from page 27

piECE oF miNd...
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USTA COLORADO
BACK ROW: Jarret Sutphin, Kent Waryan , Fritz Garger, Kurt Desautels, Jason Colter, Dan Lewis, Jason Rogers. 
FRONT ROW: Kristy Harris, Lisa Schaefer, Paula McClain, Anita Cooper, Taylor McKinley.

USTA ColoRAdo

gates Tennis Center

3300 E Bayaud Ave 

Suite 201

denver, Co 80209

phone:303.695.4116

toll free: 800.531.7438

fax: 303.695.7631

league fax:303.695.6302

web: ColoRAdoTENNiS.com

STAff LISTING
Administration:
friTZ GArGEr
executive director, UsTa Co/CYTF
x204 fritz@coloradotennis.com

AniTA COOpEr
administrative assistant
x200 anita@coloradotennis.com

ThErESA DiCkSOn
accountant
x208 theresa@coloradotennis.com

Junior Recreation:
DAn lEwiS
Junior leagues director
x207 dan@coloradotennis.com

CinDy mACmASTEr
Community Youth Tennis Coordinator
cindy@coloradotennis.com

Adult Leagues:
jASOn rOGErS
adult league Programs director, iT Coordinator
x202 jason.rogers@coloradotennis.com

TAylOr mCkinlEy
adult league Coordinator
x210 taylor@coloradotennis.com

kEnT wAryAn
adult league Coordinator
x210 kent@coloradotennis.com

jArrET SuTphin
nTrP Coordinator & UsTa Flex league Coordinator
x225 jarret@coloradotennis.com

Community/Grassroots Tennis:
kriSTy hArriS
Community development director
x300 kristy@coloradotennis.com

kriSTy jEnkinS
Community Youth & school Tennis Coordinator
x301 schools@coloradotennis.com

Sponsorship/Development:
liSA SChAEfEr
associate executive director, UsTa Co/CYTF
x201 lisa@coloradotennis.com

Competitive Tennis/Player Development:
jASOn COlTEr
Player development & Tournaments director
x205 jason@coloradotennis.com 

Marketing/Diversity:
pAulA mCClAin
Marketing & diversity director
x220 paula@coloradotennis.com

Publications:
kurT DESAuTElS
Creative & Communications director 
x203 kurt@coloradotennis.com

Information Technology:
GAry GOff
information Technology & Technical support director
x303 support@coloradotennis.com 

2015 USTA COLORADO BOARD Of DIRECTORS
DElEGATES AT-lArGE

Carolyn Peters (Highlands Ranch), President 
Ed Anderson (Thornton), Treasurer
Laurie Anderson (Greeley), Secretary
Taryn Archer (Denver)
Brett Haberstick (Nederland), Past President
John Martinez (Denver)
Rachel Morley (Denver)
George Tavarez (Castle Rock)
Debbie Yoder (Denver)

rEGiOnAl rEprESEnTATivES
Carol Baily (Mountain)
Cliff Digby (Western Slope)
Angela Finan (Boulder), Vice President
Dave Hill (Northern Colorado)
Mike Humphrey (Southern Colorado)

SpECiAl CATEGOry mEmBErS 
Barry Riddle (Colorado Tennis Umpires Association)
Nora Harrison (Diversity)
Ron Steege (US Professional Tennis Association)
Bill Trubey (Wheelchair Tennis)

ABOUT USTA COLORADO 
Founded in 1955, USTa colorado is a district affiliate 

of the United States Tennis association, and the 
governing body of tennis in colorado. Its mission 
is to promote and develop the growth of tennis in 
colorado, coordinating recreational and competitive 
tennis opportunities for players of all ages, abilities, 
and backgrounds. a not-for-profit organization, USTa 
colorado invests 100% of its resources into growing 
the game. 

We provide grants to organizations that want to 
introduce tennis to their communities and we offer 
scholarships to junior players who seek to take their 
game to the next level. We coordinate adult league 
play for more than 33,000 players across the state, 
and offer programs for junior players of all ages 
and abilities. our sanctioned tournament schedule 
offers more than 170 events this year, including 
opportunities for wheelchair athletes.

We are in the parks. We are in recreation centers 
and in private clubs. We are in schools helping 
physical education teachers introduce our kids to 
a game that they can play for a lifetime, keeping 
them fit and healthy. We believe that fundamental 
tennis principles like sportsmanship, hard work and 
personal responsibility translate into every area of 
life. Through tennis we are helping people realize 
their potential both on and off the court.

We are more than 23,000 members strong, but 
our scope is not confined to those players alone. 
We represent the half-million tennis players in our 
state, providing information and opportunities to 
play for each and every one of them. We reach out 
to all players, including those of diverse cultural 
backgrounds, mentally and physically challenged 
athletes, and under-served communities. diversity & 
Inclusion are core values and strategic priorities for 
USTa colorado. 

We invite you to find out more about the lifetime 
sport of tennis. We will help you find a court, find a 
program, find a league or find a team. We will help 
you put the FUN back in FITNESS. So whether you 
want to learn to play tennis, get back into the sport, or 
just find more opportunities to play the game, we’re 
here to help.

gRASSROOTS TENNiS iS OUR gAME. 
WE PLANT iT, gROW iT, ANd NURTURE iT.

WE’RE USTA COLORAdO.
iT’S TiME TO PLAY.

photo by Kurt Desautels
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 Cyan
 Magenta
 Yellow
 Black

The 2015 Legacy. Well-equipped at $21,695†

When the going gets treacherous you need more than just another pretty sedan. That’s when 

the 2015 Subaru Legacy shines. Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive sends power to every 

wheel simultaneously, for confidence and control in all weather conditions. And does it with an 

amazing 36 mpg.* Love. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru.

Subaru and Legacy are registered trademarks. *EPA-estimated hwy fuel economy for 2015 Subaru Legacy 2.5i models. Actual mileage may vary. †MSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, tax, title, and registration fees. 
Retailer sets actual price. 2015 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Limited pictured has an MSRP of $28,690.

Legacy.®
It’s not just a sedan.
It’s a Subaru.
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 FREE 
WILSON 
CAST AWAY 
VOLLEYBALL

$150 OR MORE$150 OR MORE
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$19.99 
VALUE

PRO 
STAFFS

JUICES

BURNS BLADES

For discounts & tennis tips 

* One Wilson Cast Away 
Volleyball per one new 
racquet purchase. Some 
exclusions may apply. 
Offer not valid with any 
other promotion. While 
supplies last.

      BUY ANY
 RACQUET

      BUY ANY
 RACQUET

http://gamesetmatchinc.com

