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• 4:1 student/pro ratio (players are grouped with others of their level) 
• Intensive instruction and supervised match play
• Special camp gifts and lunch at The Broadmoor on one day for

adult camps. 
• Special two- and three-night package rates with luxurious 

Broadmoor room included

WINTER 2016 TENNIS CAMPS & EVENTS

broadmoor.com          Broadmoor Tennis
1 Lake Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Call for our complete 2016 schedule.
For information or reservations: 

800.634.7711, ext. 6174 or email to
tennis@broadmoor.com

Visit The Broadmoor Tennis Shop for the finest
selection of tennis apparel, footwear and

equipment in Southern Colorado!

TENNIS
AT THE BROADMOOR

Join us for one of our award-winning
camps or packages this year. 
See why so many players call 

The Broadmoor Tennis Club their 
“tennis home away from home”!

SPECIAL TENNIS EVENTS AND PACKAGES 2016

Available Year-Round – Our Most Popular Package
Includes room, incidental service fee, two drills per person,

per day, court time, match-arranging and round-robins. 
We offer drills each day—for beginners to the most advanced

levels of play. Outside or inside our tennis bubble in the winter.
Starting at $195 per person, per night, double occupancy

THE “GRAND SLAM TENNIS PACKAGE”  

TENNIS CAMPS INCLUDE:

Spring Break Tennis Week 
March 21 – 27

Expanded Drills and Round Robins for All Levels & Ages

8th Annual Rally for the Cure Tennis Tournament 
Women’s Doubles, Mixed Doubles & Pro-Am, June 3 – 5

8th Annual Culinary & Wine Tasting 
Tennis Camp Weekend, September 9 – 11

New! Optimal Energy Tennis Camp 
July 15 – 17

High octane tennis camp led by our staff and 
nutritional coaching by Beth Beckwith 

Adult “Thanksgiving Weekend” Camp
November 27 – 29 • Level: 3.5 – 4.0

Adult “New Year’s” Camp
January 1 – 3 • Mixed Doubles: 3.0 – 4.0

Adult “Valentine’s Weekend” Camp
February 12 – 14 • Mixed Doubles: 3.5 – 4.0

Special Spring Break Drills
March 21 – 27 • All Ages, All Levels

15_051A_CTA_fp_Oct15.qxp_CTA BigBook11  10/21/15  4:44 PM  Page 1

http://broadmoor.com
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WITH SEVEN HEATED INDOOR COURTS & PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES & ABILITIES,
 WE’LL KEEP YOU & YOUR GAME IN TOP SHAPE THROUGH THE WINTER!

JUNIOR PROGRAMS ALL WINTER LONG!
√  10 & UNDER TENNIS

√  AFTER SCHOOL & WEEKEND LESSONS

√  DROP-IN PROGRAMS

www.MEADOWCREEKTENNIS.com

6305 WEST 6TH AVENUE IN LAKEWOOD • (303) 232-6272

GET FIT • HAVE FUN • MAKE FRIENDS2007 Private 
Facility of the Year

MEADOW CREEK
T E N N I S  &  F I T N E S S

LEARN-TO-PLAY ADULT LESSONS, DRILLS, CARDIO TENNIS SOCIALS, LADIES INTERCLUB, MEN’S DAY

http://meadowcreektennis.com
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10 the BUZZ: Nouns in the News doing This, That & the other
20 jUNIOR TEAM TENNIS: 2015 a big year for colorado Junior Team Tennis/championship results 
21 jUNIOR COMPETITION: rankings from Tennisrecruiting.net
24 TENNIS ON CAMPUS: local schools score big at 2015 ITa Mountain regional championships 
26 ADULT LEAGUES: another year, another 2,800 matches played in pursuit of a district championship! 
27 ADULT COMPETITION: recapping colorado's "Big Three" 
28 THE BIG CHAIR: News and notes from USTa colorado Headquarters
29 THE LAST WORD: Youth sports participation is falling. Here's a first step to un-breaking the problem.
30 USTA CO-411: about USTa colorado and contact information

6  HOW COLORADO IS BUCkING THE 
NATIONAL DOWNTURN IN TENNIS

There are signs of trouble on the tennis horizon. Nationally, 
memberships are down and league play is stagnant or slowing. But 
colorado bucks this trend.

a year ago, USTa colorado engaged with providers across the state, 
seeking input about how to grow the game here in colorado. The 
meetings generated a host of ideas and best practices to be shared 
among facilities. 

USTa colorado has spent the last several years exploring new ways to 
help the sport thrive, and with the collaboration of providers from all 
over the state, the early results are nothing short of fantastic.

FEATURES

pRoFilES
16 H5.23

a set of five profiles on 
local players, coaches 
and tennis advocates 
for their on/off-court 
achievements: 

Ben Antonsen
The Arja Family
Bill Curtis
Donald Fairconeture
Christian Thompson

iN FoCUS

15 SPOTLIGHT
Schools across the 
state are working to 
paint tennis lines on 
their playgrounds.... 
Welcome to the 
Transformation 
of recess!

18 PROFILE
Veterans find new 
opportunities, outlets 
through tennis.

25 SPOTLIGHT
Saluting Wash Park 
Tennis club on its 
50th anniversary.

DEpARTmENTS

13 ____OF THE YEAR
announcing the 
2015 winners of 
USTa colorado's 
annual awards. 
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22 TENNIS PREPS 
recapping the action from the 2015 colorado State 
High School Boys Tennis championships
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Experience Denver’s premier
athletic and tennis club with a

FREE 3 day membership 
and receive a complimentary tennis clinic. 

When the weather turns cold, 
we’ve got you covered.
 :: Indoor & Outdoor Courts 
 :: Fall/Winter Leagues 
 :: Clinics & Drills

Inverness 303.790.7777  |  Monaco 303.758.7080 
To learn more about our 7 Front Range locations, visit ColoradoAthleticClubs.com today

 
* Restrictions may apply. Must be local resident, age 18 or older with valid photo ID. First-time guests only; must call and reserve clinic. Programs vary by location. 

   Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer ends December 31, 2015. ©2015 Wellbridge

http://coloradoathleticclubs.com
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he Tennis Boom, felt nationwide in the early 
1970s, was the peak of tennis' popularity. 
Millions of would-be Billie Jean Kings and 
arthur ashes donned their Wimbledon 

whites and flooded their local tennis courts.
Tennis' popularity continued through the 1970s, as 

chrissy and Bjorn became the faces of a new generation 
of tennis players. But slowly, participation began to wane. 
Grassroots participation dropped so much in the 1990s that 
Sports Illustrated delivered a front page eulogy, declaring 
tennis to be dead.

The tennis industry began to turn this all around in the 
early 2000s, promoting the brand of tennis versus focusing 
on any one brand or manufacturer. The result was a new 
era in tennis growth.

Throughout the early and mid-2000s, league participation 
boomed as the original tennis boomers from the 1970s 
returned to the courts in droves. 

But now, as we arrive at the halfway point of the 2010s, 
there are signs of trouble on the horizon. Nationally, USTa 

membership is on the decline. This year looks to mark the 
fourth straight decline in membership, even as overall play 
opportunities continue to climb.

a year ago, USTa colorado engaged with providers 
across the state, seeking input about how to grow the game 
here in colorado. The meetings generated a host of ideas 
and best practices to be shared among facilities. 

USTa colorado has spent the last several years exploring 
new ways to help the sport thrive, and with the collaboration 
of providers from all over the state, the early results are 
nothing short of fantastic.

Bucking the trend
The USTa model is divided into 17 sections. colorado 

is one of the six districts of the Intermountain Section. 
The other districts are Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah and 
Wyoming. 

overall, colorado represents about 60% of the total 
Intermountain population, and historically, colorado has 
led the way in terms of innovative programming to help 

grow the game.
This year, despite membership and league play decreases 

across the national spectrum, colorado and Intermountain 
have bucked the trend, growing in both membership and 
overall league play. Thanks to the strength of colorado's 
league menu, Intermountain was the oNlY section in the 
USTa family to grow membership so far this year. 

The credit does not belong to any one entity. USTa 
colorado is privileged to work with outstanding providers 
— coaches, tennis and fitness clubs, public facilities, 
parks & recreation, school programs, boys & girls clubs, 
neighborhood tennis organizations, etc. — and the 
collaborative efforts to introduce new players to the sport, 
to bring lapsed players back, and to make tennis an easier 
choice for families is making a difference.

Here are a few colorado innovations that have helped 
the state become the proverbial shining beacon on the hill 
for other districts and sections looking to reverse their 
downward trends and recruit the next generation of tennis 
players....

THECOVERSTorY
pAviNg ThE wAy FoR NEw plAyERS

uSTA COlOrADO AnD PrOVIDErS ACrOSS COlOrADO ArE wOrkInG TO mAkE TEnnIS mOrE wElCOmInG TO nEw PArTICIPAnTS

T
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In 2012, the rules governing youth competition all changed to better 
reflect the physical abilities of younger players. USTa national mandated 
changes to the court/ball/etc. for 8- and 10-year-olds, which colorado 
embrced. We then took another step forward, mandating changes at 
the 12-year-old level as well to better assist young players with the 
transition from smaller courts and slower balls to a traditional full 
size court. Many factors went into the decision to have both entry-level 
and intermediate divisions compete with a lower-compression green 
ball. and despite the heat that USTa colorado took for the decision to 
incorporate all these changes from more traditional coaches, the vast 
majority of providers were enthusiastically on-board.

While sanctioned play in the 8 & under division (rEd ball) has seen 
very minimal increase, sanctioned participation in the 10 & under 
division (oraNGE ball) has seen a better than 50% increase since 
2012. Participation in entry- and intermediate-level play at the 12s 

level (GrEEN ball) has climbed steadily since the transition away 
from the yellow ball. Perhaps the most promising statistic is that 

junior participation in sanctioned events (both Junior Team Tennis & 
Tournaments) is up across the board since 2012 by almost 20%. 

How USTA Colorado is working with providers to 
build the next generation of tennis players.

INNOVATION STATUS

USTa colorado recruited seven coaches from geographic regions around 
the state — all trained in the philosophy and curriculum of the Edc 
program and its progressions. The purpose of having geographic 
diversity is that these coaches could then connect with fellow coaches in 
their region and expand the reach of these concepts and the curriculum.

The opening camp was hosted by anne Pankhurst (England lawn Tennis 
and USTa National lead), drawing nearly 40 coaches and 45 parents 

to the presentations, which laid out the fundamental aspects of 
the roGY methodology. The goal of bringing all these coaches and 

parents together, ultimately, is to have the curriculum incorporated into 
programs across the state. 

USTa colorado wants to educate both coaches and parents on the 
opportunity that coaches and parents have to develop a passion for 
athletics in kids ages 7-9. Through tennis, we believe children can 
develop a love of sports, which benefits them in virtually all aspects of 
their lives....physical, social, mental, academic, etc.

USTa National Player development has created a nationwide initiative 
that focuses on the development of young junior tennis players — the first 
systematic approach taken by our national governing body designed for 
the under 10 player. colorado was one of three Intermountain districts 
requested to host the program in 2015. The program/curriculum centers 
on the science and philosophical approach of the roGY progression — an 
essential core component of a young player’s development is ensuring 
they are practicing and competing on an appropriately sized court and 
with the proper equipment (lighter racquets, low-compression balls).

The first session welcomed 16 players to four camps, and in addition to 
the curriculum which combined key elements to ensure success and 
proper technique — swing patterns, grips and footwork, as well as the 
development of strategy and tactics — the intent was also to expose/
introduce the roGY methodology to as many coaches and teaching 
professionals as possible, and provide an overview of the Edc program/
concepts and principles to parents (those who have kids in the program 
and those interested in general with getting young kids into the sport).

Edcs

roGY
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In 2014, USTa colorado introduced the Play day Tennis Series, a 
partnership between USTa colorado and tennis facilities in the denver 
area that provided children and their families the opportunity to participate 
in as many Play days as they would like, thereby providing more chances 
to serve, rally and score, and practice the skills needed during JTT 
league play or sanctioned tournament match play. The intent of 
Play days is to integrate both competitive and non-competitive play 
opportunities to help young players develop their skills and strategies.

Piggybacking on the success of modified formats in other youth sports, 
USTa colorado is testing out 3 versus 3, a whole new take on team tennis. 
The format takes place on two courts, where there is a singles match 
and a doubles match going on simultaneously. Players can rotate or 
substitute in and out during the match, giving everyone an opportunity 
to play. The goal of this recreational format is to allow players of different 
abilities to compete and have fun on the same team.

In 2015, the number of registered Play days increased by more than 40%, 
as more than two dozen providers hosted official events throughout the 
year (so far). 
The good news is that more and more providers are offering/registering 

Play days, and those who offer them are hosting more of them. Play 
days are key to the process of converting samplers (players who try 

the sport and then give up) to frequent players (who play 7 or more times 
per month).

The 3v3 format was introduced during a pilot program at lifetime Fitness 
in centennial. USTa colorado has worked with several providers to 

incorporate the 3v3 format into their programming. USTa colorado is 
exploring the idea of adding new tournaments or leagues that utilize 

the 3v3 format to its menu down the road.

INNOVATION STATUS

although seemingly modest tweaks, the two "innovations" were both 
met with very positive results. The "gender neutral" format for the 

10s division pushed participation up by nearly  10% in the first year 
(2014 vs 2013), and by more than 17% in the last two years. The JTT 

State championship roster requirement had the effect of making that 
event run incredibly smoothly. Many JTT coaches and parents were 
complimentary of the change and the positive effect it had on the event.

Providing a better tournament tennis experience for youth players is vital 
to helping kids embrace competition. In an effort to make changes that 
will benefit both players and parents, USTa colorado adopted the multiple 
match A(bbreviated) C(ompetitive) E(xperience) format, or acE, in 2014. 
In 2015, all entry-level (level 8/Futures) and intermediate (level 7/
challengers) events have adopted the acE format.

acE puts colorado at the forefront of a growing movement across the 
country that challenges the age-old standard of forcing inexperienced 
competitors into week-long single-elimination events: the traditional  
lose-one-and-you're-done scenario.

a pair of changes (not exactly "innovations") were made to colorado's 
Junior Team Tennis program in the last two years — moving to a "gender 
neutral" format for the 10s division and a new requirement that all JTT 
State championship teams bring a full complement of players (4) to 
each match.

JTT

3v3

In the first year of the acE format, entry-level (level 8/Futures) 
participation grew at more than 12%, and in the second full year, 
participation exploded by well over 50%. at the intermediate (level 
7/challenger) level, where acE has been in place for just one year, 

participation has stabilized after a four-year slide. 

PlaY
daYS

We found the acE format to be very well received by parents and 
players alike. Ken-caryl ranch has offered one-day tournaments for a 
number of years now, and it’s great to see how well other facilities and 
their tournament directors are embracing the format.  

From the standpoint of the tournament director, this format is 
conducive to trying multiple formats perhaps even within the same 
tournament. While one division may have a perfect 16-draw and able to 
use a compass format, another may only have 6 and have to do a round-
robin. 

 The acE format is player and parent-friendly.  Many tournaments can 
be completed in one day while others complete the pool play on day one 
and bring back the finals match the following day.  With the acE format, 
everyone is a winner.   

 one intangible advantage to the acE format is that it fosters interaction 
between players both on and off the court since players remain on site for 
the day and they get to know one another. 

— Judy anderson, Ken-caryl ranch community association

Parents like the one or two day commitment to the tournament vs. a 
week-long or Friday-Saturday-Sunday commitment. In our case we were 
able to do a specific age and gender /division in one day. We received 
several positive comments from parents.

The other thing that I noticed is that the players got to hang around 
each other and build some camaraderie among each other, instead of the 
one and done situation where the loser just leaves.

 — Mike Shellman, Highlands ranch recreation center

acE 
ForMaT

1-daY 
ToUrNaMENTS
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INNOVATION STATUS

USTa colorado conducted clinics at the No Barriers Summit last year 
in Telluride. led by community development committee member and 
Special olympics colorado tennis director, Vicky Matarazzo, adaptive 
tennis activities and games were conducted for 19 participants. By 

participating in this Summit, USTa colorado was given a platform to 
show that anyone can experience the joy of hitting a tennis ball and 

that tennis can truly change people’s lives. 

USTa colorado is also looking to expand on a partnership with the 
denver Veterans administration to provide tennis opportunities to former 
american soldiers. read the story on page 18.

For nearly a decade, USTa colorado has hosted its diversity TennisFest 
and community Tennis Series in partnership with denver Parks & 
recreation. Thousands of participants of all ages have been introduced 
to the sport and connected to programming throughout the denver metro 
area. 

New and used racquets have been provided to players and programs 
thanks to the racquets For all program and sponsor donations from 
George l. Shields Foundation, Subaru, USPTa Intermountain and Xcel 
Energy. More than 1,000 racquets have been handed out to kids through 
TennisFest, and several school tennis programs have received equipment 
through the racquets For all program, enabling them to add players to 
their programs despite budgetary constraints. To date, the program has 
distributed more than 4,000 racquets and 40,000 tennis balls. 

USTa colorado's Breaking the Barriers initiative is a three-part series 
which highlights the accomplishments of diverse tennis pioneers, 
contributors and rising stars. Now in its fourth year, the initiative 
continues to have an impact by showcasing the sport and its rich heritage 
in colorado. collectively, the exhibits have been visited by more than 4 
million people.

USTa colorado is an active partner in the community, working with 
numerous chambers of commerce, Parks & recreation, educational 
institutions and the general public.

Each year, USTa colorado participates in cultural festivals and provides 
play opportunities to people of all ages and from all walks of life.

as a function of these efforts, USTa colorado has prioritized the outreach 
to diverse communities through grants, education, participation and 
equipment donations.

Hundreds of thousands of colorado kids get a chance to learn and play 
tennis in school each year thanks to the relatively free USTa colorado 
resources and support and the teachers who take advantage of them. a 
long-standing partnership with SHaPE colorado (formerly coaHPErd) 

continues to be an important part of the school outreach effort. 

In addition, schools are discovering the benefits of adding tennis lines to 
their playgrounds. For more on that story, read page 15.

Introducing youngsters to the sport of tennis through physical education 
and school-based extracurricular tennis is a foundational program of 
USTa colorado. 

ScHool
TENNIS

often students who are introduced to tennis through their PE programs 
at school become very excited about tennis but may not easily connect 
to a tennis program outside of school. In an effort to connect kids and 
families more easily to their local tennis program provider, “adopt-a-
School” was piloted in the fall of 2014. 

after signing an agreement to work closely with USTa colorado on this 
grassroots outreach effort, Meadow creek Tennis & Fitness, Miramont 
lifestyle Fitness, Work out West, Tennis center at Steamboat and Parker 
Tennis worked closely with USTa colorado and sent representatives 

into one or more schools to support the teachers and students and 
develop a closer relationship with the school community. Each 

provider approached the opportunity in a unique way; however, all of the 
responses have been extremely favorable with increased play days, kids’ 
tennis clubs, PE tennis programs and community/club engagement. 

In 2015, three new adopt-a-School relationships were developed, with  
Highland Meadows, aurora Parks & recreation and rocky Mountain 
Tennis center. already, four additional providers are interested in joining 
the initiative next year.

adoPT
-a-

ScHool

oUTrEacH
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USTA Colorado staffer harris 
earns parks & Rec award

Each year, the outgoing colorado Parks 
& recreation association president 
acknowledges an individual or association 
that s/he feels has been an asset to cPra, 
its members, their community or the state.

 In 2015, outgoing cPra president carolyn 
Peters selected USTa colorado community 
development director Kristy Harris to receive 
the honor. Peters notes that Harris earned 
the award for her "outreach and support to 
the countless colorado communities and 
parks and recreation agencies that provide 
or want to provide opportunities to engage in 
tennis." The award, says Peters, recognizes 
Harris "For the assistance and ability to hear 
what parks and recreation's needs are, for 
all the connections she made between local 
parks & recreation and schools, and for 
the leadership & vision Harris has shown, 
promoting tennis at the grass roots level."

Changing of the guard for 
Team Colorado, Star Search

a staff restructure at USTa colorado 
means that for the first time in nearly 
20 years, Jason colter will no longer be 
heading Team colorado, the organization's 
player excellence program.

Taking over will be cindy MacMaster, who 
has been a permanent part-time employee 
of the association since 2014. originally 
holding responsibilities that ranged from 10 
& under tennis and community outreach to 
leading Northern colorado’s Junior Team 
Tennis program, MacMaster will continue 
those efforts and have expanded involvement 
in USTa colorado’s Player development 
arena moving forward. 

MacMaster helped launch the inaugural 
Early development camps this summer, 
and will begin heading up Team colorado 
this fall. MacMaster is certainly no stranger 
to the world of player development, having 
been involved in this arena for years.  

USTa colorado Executive director Fritz 
Garger commented, “We’re excited to be able 
to increase cindy’s role with our organization. 
She brings not only a lot of expertise to the 
table, but also an amazing work ethic and 
a track record for getting things done in a 
productive and professional manner. She 
also has the incredibly important attribute of 
being interested in and ability to understand 
the varied interests of all those involved in 
Player development, from players, parents, 
coaches and administrators’ perspectives.  
She cares about all those involved. It shows 
and it matters.”  

The staff restructure will provide colter 
the opportunity to focus entirely on our 
Tournament operations, which are an 

integral part of USTa colorado’s offerings.  
The other related program shift relates to 

Star Search, a free program for underserved 
youth who demonstrate a passion for 
tennis. dan lewis, USTa colorado's Junior 
Programs director, who already oversees 
several new and existing junior recreational 
opportunities will be heading up the 
program. 

"dan’s passion for the game and desire to 
help juniors, makes this transition another 
perfect fit," said Garger.

Garger adds, "The restructure provides 
the opportunity for the organization’s staff 
to focus on key areas and utilizes the skill 
sets each of them bring to our organization. 
We’re looking forward to enhancing our 
efforts in these key areas of focus and 
making a real difference in reaching out to 
more people."

DCo making plans for 100
The denver Tennis club (dTc), host of 

the annual denver city open (dco) tennis 
tournament, has named colorado attorney 
leslie B. Greer as chairwoman for the 2016 
season. The dco is one of the oldest and 
most prestigious tennis tournaments in 
colorado. This nine-day tournament is held 
yearly in mid-June and attracts not only the 
city and State's best tennis talent, but also 
top amateur talent from the Intermountain 
West. In 2016, the tournament will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary with special events 
planned prior to, and during the tournament. 

"I am honored the denver Tennis club 
selected me to chair the 100th anniversary," 
says Greer. "This tournament couldn't have 
lasted for 100 years without the generous 
support of the club's members. Their strong 
support helps to ensure the success of such 
a large, prestigious tournament." 

The dco has been held at the dTc every 
year since the club's inception in 1928, 
except for one year, where a disagreement 
amongst the club membership forced the 
tournament to be played at city Park's 
courts. The tournament was placed on 
hiatus for the two years the United States 
sent troops to fight in World War II.

Support the CyTF on 
Colorado gives Day

It’s time to support the colorado Youth 
Tennis Foundation on colorado Gives 
day! For the sixth year, community First 
Foundation and FirstBank are partnering 
to present colorado Gives day on Tuesday, 
december 8, 2015. colorado Gives day is an 
annual statewide movement to celebrate and 
increase philanthropy in colorado through 
online giving. The $1 Million Incentive Fund 
created by the partners is one of the largest 
gives-day incentive funds in the country. 

NoUNS iN ThE NEwS
PEOPlE, PlACES & ThInGS DOInG ThIS, ThAT AnD ThE OThEr.

THEBUZZ

Colorado teams double up at USTA National Championships
In an incredible demonstration of consistency and perseverance, two colorado teams 

reached the pinnacle of USTa league play, hoisting the National champions banner for 
2015. While it's an incredible feat to have a team even compete for the national title, 2015 
will be remembered as the year two colorado teams earned the title of National champions. 

The Wash Park Men's 5.0 team was the first colorado squad in nearly 20 years to 
capture a title, as they avenged an early loss to Southern and claim the 18 & over National 
championship (see story, page 25).

and just three weeks later, the Men's 55 & over 9.0 team from colorado athletic club 
Inverness completed an impressive run to claim colorado's second title of the year. The 
team, captained by andy rinehart, opened play on the final day with a semifinal victory over 
the Southern section team, from Bluffton, S.c., 2-1  In the 9.0 championship match, they 
they blanked the Middle States section men’s team, from Manasquan, N.J., 3-0.

“all of us have played tennis all of our lives and you dream about these moments. We 
feel blessed and extraordinarily lucky.” said rinehart. “Tennis is not just winning. We all 
came away with the friendship, camaraderie and family support we will never forget. It was 
a perfect experience.”

Team roster: andy rinehart (captain), Hans carlson (co-captain), Mike Pennell, Mike 
demong, randy Sontheimer, Kevin Kavanah, robert Balboa, Schuyler Wells, dave 
romberg, Scot Sturgis.

Subaru's investment grows Tennis program 
at Denver indian Center 

a great time was had by all at the denver Indian center where kids enjoyed an afternoon 
of fun tennis games and activities with USTa colorado staff as part of the final week of 
summer camp. The center's expanded summer tennis program was made possible in large 
part due to Subaru because of their new tennis equipment donation to the center in 2014. 

Instead of the center borrowing racquets and balls for a limited amount of time like 
they've done in the past, there's now easy access to 
equipment because of Subaru's investment. as a result, 
and for the first time, regular tennis programming will 
take place during the winter months, making it a year-
round opportunity for the kids.  
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grants help Knollwood rebound after 2013 floods
rain hit the greater denver area in September of 2013 with a vengeance. Within 

one week, more than 17 inches fell in Boulder county alone, causing catastrophic 
flooding along colorado’s Front range. Flood waters surged down rivers and 
creeks, inundating fields and pastures, leaving Knollwood Tennis courts under 
a blanket of thick mud. This fall, the city of Boulder’s Parks and recreation 
department is beginning its facility upgrade work at the courts, with help from 
the USTa family.

In august, USTa Facility assistance Program awarded a $25,000 grant to the 
city of Boulder to support the rebuilding of the damaged tennis courts. USTa 
colorado and the Intermountain Tennis Foundation donated an additional $5,000. 
The Knollwood Tennis courts project is one of the city’s final 2013 Flood recovery 
efforts and is anticipated to be completed by spring 2016 (weather dependent). 
For more information about this project, please visit: https://bouldercolorado.gov/
parks-rec/tennis.

Through december, UsTa Colorado 
is partnering with the denver Public 
library to display the full Breaking 
the Barriers Portrait series in the 
exquisite Gates reading room. Thirty-
eight portraits will be on exhibit for a 
three-month period which began in 
october.

Building awareness through 
education, inspiring action through 
art, these unique portraits celebrate 
the accomplishments of diverse 
tennis pioneers, contributors 
and rising stars in Colorado were 
produced by Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photographer Barry Gutierrez.

additional activities at the Central 
library include a Photographer's 
Workshop with Barry Gutierrez on 
Tuesday, november 17, 6:30-8:30pm.

Members of the Breaking the Barriers crew reconnect 

in the Gates reading room at the main branch of the 

denver Public library at a reception on october 15.

http://coperformancetennis.com
https://bouldercolorado.gov/parks-rec/tennis
https://bouldercolorado.gov/parks-rec/tennis
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World-class 
tennis for the 
whole family

*Restrictions apply. See club for details. ©2015 LIFE TIME FITNESS, INC. All rights reserved. MKMG152802

Full Access to Fitness Club

Indoor and Outdoor Courts

Court Fees as Low as $22

Convenient Pro Shop

USTA Leagues and Events

Private and Group Lessons

Mixers

Video Lessons and Analysis

Permanent Court Time

USTA Junior Tennis Teams

Junior Drills, Classes and Socials

// LIFE TIME CENTENNIAL AND  
     COLORADO SPRINGS

CENTENIAL CLUB
CALL 720.489.1400       
CLICK lifetimefitness.com/centennial      
COME IN 5000 E. Dry Creek Road

COLORADO SPRINGS CLUB
CALL 719.266.9900       
CLICK lifetimefitness.com/coloradosprings      
COME IN 4410 Royal Pine Drive

Get a free 3-day trial pass.

http://lifetimefitness.com/centennial
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2015 AnnuAl 
AwArd winners

outstanding High School Players
CASEY ROSS
AMBER SHEN

outstanding college Players
HAYDEN SABATkA
kELLI WOODMAN

outstanding Players
CHRIS COOPRIDER

SIMONA BRUETTING

Senior outstanding Players
MIkE LAMMENS

MARTHA GULBENkIAN

Umpire
DEBORAH WEINSTEIN

Wheelchair Player
COLBY kORTUM

High School Teams
kENT DENVER BOYS

CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN GIRLS

organization
TENNIS CENTER AT 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

Family 
DR. TAREk ARjA FAMILY

Volunteer
jIM SCOTT

Media Excellence
TELEMUNDO DENVER

Junior Sportsmanship 
MAVIS EDWARDS
kOSTA GARGER

SAMANTHA MARTINELLI
IGNATIUS CASTELINO

ATSADANG DEEBUNMEE NA CHUMPHAE

contributions to Under-served Players
BILL TRUBEY

contributions to recreational Players
GONZO GARCIA 

contributions to Tennis community
RANDY ROSS
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INTrodUcING THE 2015 rEcIPIENTS

Carol Baily, John Benson, Jack Cella, 
Carter & Lena Elliott, Phyllis Lockwood, 
Sam & Sid Milstein, Margaret Rogers Phipps

Joan Birkland, Sherrie Pruitt Farris, E.L. (Elmer) 
Griffey, Tom Keach, Jim Landin, Jeff Salzenstein, 
Kathleen Winegardner

Anne Dyde, Rosemary Fri, Stephanie Hagan, 
James Loehr, Dorothy Mauk, 
M.H. "Bud" Robineau, Jake Warde

Edwin "Ned" Crow, Irwin Hoffman, Dan Luna, 
Mike, Gene & Maurice Reidy, Karen Sather
 
Adolph “Ade” Butler, Carolyn Roberts Byrne, 
Richard Gugat, Fay Shwayder, Joseph Thompson

Miko Ando, Arnold Brown, Chet Murphy, 
Jeanette Paddock, Willa Wolcott Condon

Bruce Avery, Willard Douglas Corley & 
Willard Douglas Corley, Jr., Don Harker, 
Carlene Petersen, Bill Wright

Tariq Abdul-Hamid, Ned Cooney, Sandra Elliott, 
Roald Flater, Andrea Jaeger

Paula Coulter, Charlie Gates, Jr., Allen Kiel, 
Katie Koontz, Jeff Loehr

Chester Harris, Vernon John, Rhona Kaczmarczyk, 
Jack TerBorg, Becky Varnum Bucolo

Clarence Dodge, Art & John Hagan, 
Brenda Vlasak, Kent Woodard

Cliff Buchholz, Maricaye Christenson Daniels, 
Scott Humphries, Alicia Salas

Clayton Benham, Chad Harris, Warrick Jones, 
Victoria Palmer Heinicke

Nicole Leimbach, Rita Price, Gil Roberts, 
John Whistler

Sara Anundsen, Kelly Lovato, Cory Ross, 
Art Thomson

Rich Berman, Bob Curtis, Andy Potter, 
Susan (Mehmedbasich) Wright

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

FRIDAY, jANUARY 22, 2016
MarrIoTT dENVEr TEcH cENTEr
5:30 PM cocKTaIlS | 7:00 PM dINNEr, lIVE aUcTIoN & ProGraM

TiCKETS AvAilABlE SooN AT ColoRADoTENNiS.Com

Colorado Tennis hall of 
Fame gala honors inductees, 
annual award winners

Each year, USTa colorado recognizes players, 
administrators, facilities and volunteers who 
have distinguished themselves over the course 
of the year. Each award is named after an 
outstanding individual, whose contribution to 
tennis in our state has had a significant positive 
influence to the colorado tennis community. 
recipients are honored each year at the 
colorado Tennis Hall of Fame Gala. Nominations 
are accepted each year through September 15.
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Winter 2015 / Summer 2016 Junior tenniS CampS

Date
December 11-13
December 18-20
December 28-30
May 30-June 3
June 14-16
June 21-23
July 19-21
August 8-12

Camp
Three-Day High School Varsity/JV Camp
Three-Day High School Varsity/JV Camp
Three-Day Junior Camp
Five-Day Junior Camp
Three-Day Junior Camp
Three-Day Junior Camp
Tennis/Golf Camp
Five-Day High School Varsity/JV Camp

Ages
Ages 13-17
Ages 13-17
Ages 10-13
Ages 10-13
Ages 7-10
Ages 11-14
Ages 11-14
Ages 14-17

Junior CampS inClude:
Fast-paced drills & 
quality instruction 
geared specifically to 
the level of play.

Singles & doubles 
strategy,
Video analysis,
Supervised match play

On-and-off court 
conditioning for 
mental and physical 
game.

Get your junior tennis pro on the road to a solid foundation at garden of the gods junior tennis camps. Led by ustpa 
certified staff, these popular camps focus on improving all aspects of a player’s game in a fun and challenging 
atmosphere with intimate pro/student ratios. 

Spring 2016 adult tenniS CampS

Date
March 18-20
March 25-27
April 15-17
April 22-24
April 29-May 1
May 6-8
May 13-15

Level*
Men’s 4.5-5.0
3.0-3.5
3.5-4.0
Beginner to 2.5 
4.0-4.5
3.0-3.5
3.5-4.5

adult CampS inClude:

Instruction by our most 
experienced tennis pros.

10 hours of instruction, 
including supervised 
match play on day two.

Video analysis of your 
most challenging 
strokes

Take your game to the next level with garden of the gods exhilarating adult tennis camps. Featuring intensive 
instruction, fast-paced drilling, video analysis and supervised match play. Our camps are conducted by ustpa 
certified tennis professionals. 

*Private tennis camps are also available. These 
three-day, two-night customized camps are 
ideal for women’s or men’s USTA teams as well 
as families, corporate retreats & other groups.

SpeCial 
event:  

July 14-17, 2016

pikeS peak poW-WoW 
tenniS tournament

48th 
annual

For information or reservations call 719.632.5541 x5291 or visit gardenofthegodsclub.com 
3320 Mesa Road, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904

#LifeOnTheRocks

All Camps are co-ed 
except the men’s 4.5-5.0

TENNIS at the

CO Tennis Full Page Ad_Sept2015.indd   1 9/21/2015   3:04:28 PM

http://gardenofthegodsclub.com


coloradoTENNIS.com page 15FALL/WINTER2015

For more information, please contact 
Miikka Keronen, Director of Tennis
Phone: 303-469-5372
Email: miikkak@theranchcc.com 
www.TheRanchCC.com

Adult & Junior programs for all ages, abilities.

COME EXPERIENCE

ennis courts are beginning to pop up at 
schools across the state…and no big capital 
campaigns are needed to pay for them...
just  a couple hundred dollars to paint some 
lines on existing blacktop and playground 

areas. Paint the lines, pop up a portable net and kids are 
ready to play tennis!

dan Sullivan was already connected to USTa through the 
school tennis program five years ago when he received a 
promotion about playground tennis lines. Tennis is always 
a popular unit for his students at rose Hill Elementary in 
commerce city, and it made sense that the lines on the 
playground would make the PE and after school tennis 
programs even better. Sullivan simply provided the specs 
to the adams 14 School district facilities department with 
a request for four courts on the east side of the building. 
rose Hill is one of the very first schools in colorado to have 
36’ tennis court lines on their playground, and they have 
been part of the school landscape ever since.  

“Teachers on the side of the building like to watch the 
kids playing tennis,” shares dan. “With no tennis clubs in 
the neighborhood, it’s great to give the kids a chance to 
play at school.”

The free technical specs and consultation provided 
by USTa to schools and districts in denver, Fort collins, 
Windsor, Greeley and douglas county has made it possible 
for them to enhance their playgrounds and activities 
available to their students before, during and after school. 
Now that these school districts have the information 
needed and have painted courts at several schools, they 
are in a position to assist other interested schools through 
the process. The relationship between USTa colorado and 
the school districts has been strengthened through this 
valuable service.  

an important element of the USTa’s Target Market 
Initiative in Northern colorado was to increase the 
infrastructure in place for 10 and Under Tennis. adding 
tennis lines on school grounds was an obvious place to 
start and was incorporated into the overall tennis outreach 
to schools in the area. Enter former elementary physical 
educator and Greeley West High School tennis coach, robb 
audette, and his business and tennis partner, Nick Hamlin. 
robb's love of the game combined with his understanding 
of schools, made him a perfect partner with USTa colorado.  

The experience of painting 44 courts at schools 

throughout Northern colorado has given audette insight 
into how to make the process easier. He acknowledges 
that the rough, sealed asphalt often found on playgrounds 
can make the process a little tricky. other important 
considerations are the traffic patterns, building locations, 
existing lines and permanent poles and stanchions for 
other playground activities. By working with audette and 
other USTa colorado representatives to map out the best 
place for the lines and the other logistics, most schools can 
accommodate a couple of 36-foot tennis courts to facilitate 
tennis during PE and even recess and lunch time.

as a 35-year PE teacher, audette understands how the 
tennis court lines on playgrounds help grow the game, and 
additionally instills the values of being independent and 
responsible in the students. 

“Most of the teachers we spoke with are excited about 
opportunities for kids to use the appropriately-sized 
equipment, and do so on their own after instruction. 
The life skills that accompany the school age tennis 
program will be invaluable. Having students responsible for 
setting up their own activities and managing themselves on 
playgrounds are positives for the kids, schools, and staff.”  

3

ThE TRANSFoRmATioN oF RECESS
SChOOlS ADDInG TEnnIS COurTS TO PlAyGrOunD OPEn SPACE

SPoTLIGHT

T
For more information on playground line grants and court specifications, contact 

Kristy Harris, <kristy@coloradotennis.com> or visit www.usta.com/facilities

lone Tree elementary is abuzz with tennis 
activity during lunch. The school has three 
36-foot courts on its playground.

http://theranchcc.com
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t may be early in the season to predict success, but for las Vegas-born 
christian Thompson, the head tennis coach at denver University, her third 
year at the helm of the women's program is looking pretty charming. 

Thompson spent three years at Yale as an assistant coach before coming 
to denver in 2012 as an assistant for then-coach Jeremy Wurtzman. a year 

later, Thompson was named head coach, a challenging role. “I feel so privileged and honored 
to be given the opportunity.” 

after a stellar junior career 
in the Intermountain Section, 
Thompson competed at Notre 
dame with her twin sister, 
catrina. The duo played alongside 
colorado Tennis Hall of Famer 
alicia Salas, and were a three-
time all-american selection in 
doubles, 2005-2007. along with 
numerous awards and titles, she 
was Inducted into the Nevada 
Tennis Hall of Fame in 2008, 
having achieved WTa world 
rankings as high as No. 437 in 
doubles and No. 936 in Singles.

But it’s her success in coaching 
that is currently generating both 
excitement and momentum for 
dU’s program. She’s led the 
Pioneers to back to back Summit 
league championship titles, two 
consecutive appearances in the 
Ncaa Tournament, and their 
most recent success was putting 

three players through to the semis at the ITa regionals where 128 netters competed. “as 
a coach you are thrilled when you can peak at a big tournament,” Thompson explained.

Thompson began playing tennis with her sister at the age of six. “Everyone will tell you 
we’ve had our sibling issues on the courts,” Thompson jokes, “but our chemistry is strong.” 
describing herself as more of the consistent, methodical player and catrina as more of the 
aggressive big hitter, she said that having a built in hitting partner and accessible courts 
gave them undeniable advantages. “We were lucky to be able to play whenever we wanted.”

When asked about her personal coaching philosophy, christian jokes that she might 
be considered to be a bit strict. “I’ve always taught that dedication and hard work equal 
opportunity,” she said of her approach to the sport. a self-described intense planner, she 
said you have to put in the hours to earn the higher level of play. She has a “no phones at 
dinner” policy and plans each practice down to the minute. 

“We always work on something specific,” she said, adding that, “I always try to put them 
in as many pressure situations as I can during practice.” Whether that means playing 
games with a single serve, or challenging them to get tougher physically with early morning 
practices, she knows that ultimately all of that will continue to help the dU ladies play to 
their potential. 

“Ultimately it’s about not playing scared,” Thompson said. and it is her own fearlessness 
and gratitude that make her a great fit for the Pioneers. “I am blessed to be here and 
excited to see how far we can take the program.”
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eing involved in the community and 
making a difference is a way of life for 
the arja Family, USTa colorado's 2015 
Family of the Year. led by father, dr. Tarek 
arja, a Grand Junction family practitioner, 

and mother Eileen, home-maker and volunteer, the arja 
Family has been committed to serving the thriving tennis 
community in beautiful Grand Junction.

The three arja children, all in college, have learned from 
example how to be involved in the local community and 
serve others. It is through their consistent dedication to 
many of the events that they were chosen to be recognized 
as the lena and carter Elliott Family of the Year award 
recipients..

Jillian, the oldest daughter, played four years of 
tennis for Grand Junction High School and is now at the 
University of colorado studying Integrated Physiology. She 
is described by her parents as a thoughtful role model for 
her younger siblings. Nicky, the second child, followed in 
her sister’s footsteps, playing at GJHS and now studying 
Early childhood Education at colorado State University. 
laid-back, according to her parents, but definitely shows 
the middle child competitive nature! Ben is the youngest 
member of the family, and is a feisty independent thinker 
who also played tennis at GJHS. He joined Nicky at cSU 

where he is studying Biomedical Engineering. 
lena Elliott, who along with husband carter 

and their 11 grown children, has been the heart 
of tennis in Grand Junction for many years. 
She describes the arja family as invaluable to 
the tennis community in Grand Junction. “They 
all are very involved, always willing to help in 
whatever capacity is needed. They have been 
selfless volunteers and a great example to our 
community.”

Tarek jokes when he moved to Grand 
Junction he was envisioning a life of golf, but 
as a busy physician he hasn’t been out more 
than a handful of times. “It’s tennis that’s been 
our sport. It’s something that we can all play 
together as a family and with friends.”

Eileen said that she was blessed to be 
able to be home with her kids, giving her the 
opportunity to be involved. “I was always at 
school or bringing snacks, or helping wherever 
I was needed, so the kids just grew up understanding that 
involvement.” She also said that the Elliott family has been 
a big part of their family’s life — whether having coached 
her children or working side-by-side in the variety of tennis 
events offered in the town. She said that variety of divisions 

in the tournaments also promote a family atmosphere.
Tennis thrives in Grand Junction in part thanks to a 

community that supports each other and welcomes people 
of every ability level. The arja family is a perfect example 
of how tennis can not only help bring families together, but 
communities as well.

HIGHFIVE
For the past 38 years, colorado Tennis (née High Bounce in 1976) has been bringing you profiles 
of local players, coaches, administrators and anyone else in the colorado tennis community 
who shares their passion for the sport with others.

In each issue, we are profiling five individuals who deserve recognition for their efforts and 
accomplishments. as always, some you will know, while others will be fresh names and faces. 
We encourage readers to help us recognize others who they think deserve special recognition. 
Email Kurt desautels <kurt@coloradotennis.com> with your comments or suggestions.

arJaFAmily

ProFIlES BY 
KaTIENEwEll

you can find the complete history of highFIVEs online at:
http://colorado.usta.com/cta/news/buzz/highfive

B

I

mailto:kurt%40coloradotennis.com?subject=HighFIVE
colorado.usta.com/cta/news/buzz/highfive
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hen you come from a family of 10, you learn how to share. Such 
is the life of minority business owner, donald Fairconeture, a 
phenomenal supporter of USTa colorado. donald's passion is 
sharing of himself, his time, and his professional skills. 

originally from Florida, it wasn’t tennis specifically that got 
donald involved with USTa colorado. It was simply his willingness to help out 
with any good cause. Having recently co-chaired the alzheimer’s Walk, he stays 
continually involved with nonprofit work and being involved with organizations 
such as Project angel Heart. He is a leadership denver graduate and is able to 
leverage his background of meeting and event planning and promotional products 
to benefit worthy causes.

raised to give back, donald's values were instilled by his mother. “She always 
told me not to stand on the sidelines and complain about things,” he said, adding, 

“you have a responsibility to be involved in 
the community where you live and play.” 

after meeting Paula Mcclain (pictured 
with donald), Marketing and diversity 
director for USTa colorado, donald 
discovered yet another opportunity to be 
involved, as well as introduced him to 
recreational tennis. Not only did tennis 
provide new opportunities to volunteer 
and to use his marketing expertise, but it 
also would provide him with a recreational 
outlet to enjoy with friends.

“donald has been a phenomenal supporter," said Mcclain. "He has provided his events management 
and marketing expertise for the Breaking the Barriers project, along with volunteering at the diversity 
TennisFest for the past three years.” 

Mcclain noted that when donald volunteered to help with the Breaking the Barriers exhibit, she 
also got his friends, several of whom he rallied to help set up and take down the many components 
of the exhibit. 

Helping out with the variety of programs offered through USTa colorado, it was only natural that 
donald would eventually become a tennis player. “I’m hooked!” he jokes about the sport he didn’t try 
until he was 50 years old. “It’s a sport you can start late like me or early and get great benefits,” he 
said, also noting about how it can keep at-risk youth off the street. “It keeps youth active and gives 
them a platform and a way to be engaged in something positive,” he said.

or Mountain Vista Junior netter Ben antonsen, the past few 
years have been an increasingly impressive time. consistently 
finishing strong in the 5a High School championships, Ben is 
committed to the work it will take to reach his personal goals 
athletically and academically.

Taking 2nd at #2 Singles as a freshman, and then getting to the quarterfinals 
as a sophomore at the #1 position, he made it to the semifinals at #1 position 
this october. Ben plays tennis, basketball and baseball (and has earned a black 
belt in Tae Kwon do), and is blessed with a natural confidence, meaning that he 
doesn’t struggle with the mental aspect of the game like so many players do. It’s 
that combination that has helped him achieve success, be a natural leader for 
his teammates, and set his eyes on the top prize for next year, his senior year.

Having been introduced to tennis by his older cousin, abby, Ben credits Frank 
adams (Highlands ranch), his uncle Ed Johnson, and high school coach, Jim 
Flannigan, with his success on the court. He also said the dynamics with his 
teammates makes the whole experience unique.

“We get along great on and off the courts,” he said of the camaraderie with the 
other Mountain Vista players. “We can have tough challenge matches and leave 
it all out there on the courts, but are all good friends.” 

a consistently strong competitor in USTa Sectional events, Ben is looking to 
play at the collegiate level. While he is hoping to stay in-state if possible, he said 
he will be happy to go where his opportunities take him. 

When asked how his game needs to evolve to the get the next level, Ben is 
quick to reply. “I need to be aggressive all of the time, and increase my first serve 
percentage.” He said his cross training involves exercises that improve his fitness and footwork, and focuses on his core strength. In terms 
of who he identifies with in the professional world of tennis, Ben likes Federer's game best, but “always roots for the americans!”

Particularly interested in history and math, Ben would like to study business in college in addition to continuing his tennis career. 
Balancing both academics and athletics is difficult but he is up for the challenge. He knows how to prepare himself and manage his time 
— skills which will help in the future. 

appreciative of the opportunities he’s had and the large goals that he’s set for himself in the near term, he knows what it’s going to take 
to succeed. “I am excited to get the next level,” he said.

ill curtis was a young boy in 
Belgium when he stepped 
on his first tennis court, a 
court which belonged to 
his maternal grandfather’s 

estate. He also got the chance to try golf, 
but it was tennis that quickly became Bill’s 
passion.

Now, having just celebrated his 90th 
birthday in March, Bill gently jokes that he 
and his buddies, rich Berman and alan 
Tsuda, are really just playing “at tennis.” 

But don’t let that humble spirit fool you, 
he is quite accomplished 
both on and off the court.

The son of a 
multinational marriage, 
Bill’s father was in the 
US army in WWI and his 
mother was a Belgian 
citizen. allowed to declare 
his preference at the age 
of 15, Bill became a US 
citizen and would thrive in 
Boulder, where he would 
eventually obtain his Phd 
in astrogeophysics from 
the University of colorado.

His expertise was given 
to Ncar, the National 
center for atmospheric 
research. “I studied the 
sun,” he said, keeping it 
in layman’s terms. That 
career would give him 
the opportunity to travel 
all over the world, yet it 
would be the lifestyle in 
colorado that offered Bill 
two activities he cherishes 
in his life — tennis and skiing.

The real love of his life, however, is 
wife, Mag, who recently passed away. Bill 
and Mag encouraged the passion for both 
court and slopes to their four children, 
Kevin, Brigitte, Sean and Moira. His kids, 
and his 14 grandchildren, enjoy spirited 
tennis-playing family reunions where Bill 
describes the action as, “not so friendly!” 
one of his grandchildren is playing tennis 
for regis High School this year, which Bill 
is happy to see. 

a good friend of rich Berman, Bill said 
tennis rose to the top of his avocations even 
above skiing, which he was forced to give 
up two years ago due to neuropathy. “I have 
loved and enjoyed playing tennis my entire 
life,” he said of the low pressure approach 
he took to the sport. 

When asked what secrets a man in his 
early 90s might reveal to others hoping 
to be on the courts at his age, he said his 
lifestyle gives him two advantages: “I’ve 
enjoyed relatively good health my whole 
life and I always had a strong desire for 
physical activity." 

Keeping in shape through skiing, 
bicycling and working out has allowed him 
to enjoy days on the court with very good 
friends.
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hawn lawson never played 
tennis before. He didn’t 
know what to expect 
when he finally did. Now, 
the 35-year-old denver 

resident doesn’t want to leave the court.
“I first started kind of like, ‘oK, it’s 

something new. I’ll try it out and give it 
a fair shot.’ Shoot, I fell in love with it,” 
lawson said. “at first, though, it wiped me 
out. I hit the ball and it would just fly out of 
the court. after all summer long with the 
tennis clinic I really learned that I’m not an 
expert by any means, but I really learned a 
lot about tennis.”

lawson, who served in the US army 
from 1997-2009, was one of many veterans 
who participated in the denver Veterans 
administration Tennis clinics, free to the 
veterans, thanks to a collaborative effort 
from the USTa colorado, denver Va, city 
Park racquet club in denver, denver Tennis 
club and the Wounded Warrior Project 
in colorado Springs, which provided the 
funding to pay for program director Mark 
Martinez luna and the minimal tennis 
court fees. racquets for all provided 
racquets for the players, and members of 

the denver Tennis club and Greenwood 
Tennis club donated racquets, shoes and 
clothing. Most of the eight volunteers came 
from the denver Tennis club.

ThE pURpoSE oF pRogRAm
“The purpose is to teach the veterans, 

initially, how to play holding the racquet, 
(teach) drills, how to hit a forehand, how to 
hit a backhand, overhead, how to serve,” 
said debbie Yoder, former president of city 
Park racquet club and currently the club’s 
tournament director. “There are those who 
are more advanced and play a few more 
games. We play a game with them as if 
they’re playing a tournament so they know 
how to score and how to win a match. Most 
of them now are getting really familiar on 
how to play tennis and they want to hit 
more and more.”

luna, who is a teaching pro at the denver 
Tennis club and formerly a senior teaching 
pro at the International Tennis Hall of 
Fame in Newport, rI, said he’s found that 
veterans are latching onto the game of 
tennis. 

“What I’m finding out working with these 
vets is that a lot of their training and what 

they’ve gone through connects to the game 
of tennis, and it’s been a privilege and an 
honor to be part of the program,” luna 
said.

SpECiAl FEEliNg
luna said it’s special to see the veterans’ 

reaction when they hit the ball on the sweet 
spot of the racquet.

“I think it goes back to their training 
discipline. You get this beautiful feeling of 
hearing the sweet spot and the sound of the 
ball and having it go over the net and into 
the court,” luna said. “I think they enjoy 
the challenge. It’s good medicine. They’re 
having to deal with these issues that we 
as a society never think about. Tennis is a 
sport where you have to completely focus 
and concentrate 100 percent on making the 
moment happen, and it takes away from 
all the other physical pain, mental pain 
and spiritual pain that they’re dealing with 
every day and every moment.”

Yoder said some of the veterans are self 
sufficient and live on their own, and some 
are still recuperating from their medical 
conditions. She said the program is a 
wonderful thing.

“I see their eyes light up when they have 
a good hit, and I really see the glow in their 
eyes. It’s one way of saying thank you for 
their service,” Yoder said. “I know that 
they probably haven’t been appreciated 
for all the services that they’ve done for 
their country. This is one way for them to 
get them incorporated into the community. 
This is a venue where they can come out 
and learn about tennis. It’s another way of 
getting tennis out there.”

moNThly CliNiCS
From May through September on 

the second Wednesday of every month 
anywhere from 16 veterans participated 
in the clinic for 1½ to 2 hours at lindsley 
Park in denver, across from the denver 
Va Medical center. Being able to exercise 
and learn the sport of tennis is huge for 
veterans who have to deal with PTSd or 
other issues from their time of service.

lawson and some of his fellow veterans 
also attended the Wounded Warrior Tennis 
camp in San diego in May.

The clinics at lindsley Park were 
so successful and well received by the 
veterans that the plan is to hold them twice 

ProFILE
ToMFASANo

vETERANS DEvElop SKillS, CoNFiDENCE oN ThE CoURT
AS PArT OF uSTA COlOrADO'S nEw OuTrEACh PrOGrAm, VETErAnS ArE 
EnCOurAGED TO Try nEw ThInGS, ExPlOrE nEw hOrIzOnS ThrOuGh TEnnIS

veterans feel the love
after a successful tennis clinic held with the colorado Wheelchair Tennis Foundation on Veteran’s day in 
2014, USTa colorado is continuing to explore new opportunities to reach out to local veterans.
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a month in 2016.
“For me it’s very beneficial. It gets me 

out of the house and gets me physically 
active and doing something,” lawson said. 
“I could easily be a hermit, which is not 
good for me.”

lawson had such a positive experience 
at the clinics that he’s looking online to play 
at tennis clubs in denver.

Stephen Schutzler, recreation therapist 
for the denver Veterans administration 
Medical center, said the age ranges of the 
veterans who participated in the clinics 
were from 25 to 85, men and women 
included.

“The veterans coming to the program 
allows them to work on improving their 
physical activity level as well as their 
emotion regulation, just another possible 
coping skill that they can use when dealing 
with stressors and other challenges that 
they have in their life,” Schutzler said. 
“They can actually enjoy a leisure activity 
that they might have never tried if we 
hadn’t had this clinic offered, which was 
really cool.”

FEEliNg iNDEpENDENT
Schutzler said one of the things for 

recreation therapy at the denver Va is 
getting the veterans independent into the 
community whether it’s through leisure 
activities, navigating public transportation 
or taking back control of their lives.

“It was kind of cool because USTa 
colorado offered all the veterans tennis 
racquets, so we were able to give them 
tennis racquets and tennis balls,” Schutzler 
said. “Whatever neighborhood they’re in, 
they can go to a tennis court in their area, 
especially after we gave them a skill of this 
is how the game works.”

USTa colorado’s involvement came 

about as a result of the successful tennis 
clinic it held with the colorado Wheelchair 
Tennis Foundation on Veteran’s day in 2014 
at the Jewish community center in denver.

Kristy Harris, community development 
director for USTa colorado, recalls how 
special it was to hear the stories of the 
veterans who attended that first play day 
last November.

“one had fought in the Korean War and 
was quite a tennis player in his day,” Harris 
said. “once he started hitting the ball, I 
could see his anxiety level decrease and 
even a few smiles.”

Harris said another veteran brought his 
teenage son to the clinic and she watched 
father and son connect through the shared 
experience at the tennis clinic.

“They talked about continuing to learn 
and play together,” Harris said. “after the 
initial tennis clinic, it made sense to connect 
the denver Va to a nearby community 
tennis association that would welcome the 
veterans and get them involved in tennis 
programs nearby. Since city Park racquet 
club was right down the street, it seemed 
natural to reach out to them.”

giviNg BACK To vETERANS
Harris said Yoder didn’t hesitate to jump 

in and make it happen.
“She’s been an amazing connector 

between the denver Va and the local tennis 
community and volunteers,” Harris said of 
Yoder. “as more people become involved, 
the overall program becomes more 
consistent and sustainable.”

Yoder said she’s learned a lot from seeing 
the veterans play, which also included two 
in-patient clinics at the denver Va Medical 
center.

“Giving back is just a little part of what 
I’ve learned,” said Yoder, a USTa colorado 

board member. “To let them feel how to 
hold the racquet or hit the ball, it was so 
wonderful to see them happy and laughing, 
although they’re probably in pain. after a 
while they get involved and they’re happy. 
That’s the payback that we get from this.”

luna said the veterans always tell him 
how much they enjoy being outside.

“They don’t have to get in the car and 
drive to the mountains. Some of them walk 
to the court, and it’s a positive moment,” 
luna said. “It’s a be-here-now type of 
attitude. To take some of the frustrations 
of hitting the ball and having no negative 
consequences, that’s what I’m noticing. I’m 
very honored to be the catalyst to give them 
a tool that maybe makes their life more 
pleasant.”

Schutzler said he sat down with Harris 
and Yoder to hammer out a program that 
they thought would serve the veterans well.

“This was kind of our pilot year seeing 
what we needed to do and what we 
thought would work best for the veterans,” 
Schutzler said. “This year’s program was 
pretty amazing.”

mAKiNg AN impACT
Schutzler noticed improvement in the 

veterans’ play on the court from the start 
of the clinics to the end.

“definitely. There was some definite 
improvement going on along with skill 
development,” Schutzler said. “It’s very 
nice to see them getting out there and 
doing it and enjoying something that you 
can do on your own as well. It helps with 
staying in shape, which obviously keeps us 
healthier and all kinds of good stuff.”

Harris said that tennis can make a huge 
impact in the life of a veteran who is trying 
to re-integrate into the community.

“It evens the playing field and no matter 

where people are coming from, the tennis 
court can be a safe place to exercise, 
laugh, learn, compete and make new 
friends,” Harris said. “This was certainly 
evident at each of the clinics this past year 
as relationships developed between the 
participants and coach luna, debbie and 
the other volunteers who helped. These 
veterans sacrificed a lot for us and, upon 
their return home, it can be incredibly 
challenging for them individually and 
for their families. It’s so cool to see the 
eagerness of the veterans to participate 
and the positive response from the tennis 
volunteers who want to give back to those 
who have served us.” 

Nicole alberico, the public affairs officer 
at the denver Va Medical center, said the 
tennis clinics are great opportunities for 
veterans.

“I think it’s amazing,” said alberico, an 
army veteran of 5½ years. “anytime you 
can get a veteran out and active and focus 
on something else, it’s a part of taking care 
of our veterans.”

luna said the veterans are very 
appreciative of what is being offered them.

“They’re very courteous in regards to 
their language and their behavior,” luna 
said. “If I asked them to pick up balls 
compared to me doing my junior programs 
and sometimes adult programs, it’s simple, 
beautiful, instinctive things that they learn 
being in the service. That’s something I 
appreciate and they deserve it. The ultimate 
goal is to have a lot of people playing the 
game of tennis. My motto is Tennis Is For 
Everyone. For me to teach our veterans of 
america how to play this beautiful sport is 
fantastic and the crux of my career.”

 

http://sporttracker.info
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JUNIorRECREATION
2015 jTT SEASoN BREAKS pARTiCipATioN RECoRD

COlOrADO JunIOr TEAm TEnnIS wrAPS uP SuCCESSFul SEASOn,
CrOwnS 2015 ChAmPIOnS

early 4,200 kids competed in the 2015 colorado 
Junior Team Tennis league this past summer, 
surpassing the previous high set last year by nearly 
100 players. 

colorado JTT is one of the largest and most 
innovative junior leagues in the country, and has become the model for new programs 
throughout the USTa family. among other innovations, colorado JTT moved away from 
a membership model more than two decades ago, and offers co-ed play at 10 & Under. 
colorado was also one of the first programs to incorporate both the orange ball/60-foot 
court for 10s and the green ball/78-foot court for 12s (for entry-level and intermediate 
divisions).

N

Take the next step!   We will exceed your Expectations!

Winter Camp December 28 - January 1, 2016

2015 jTT COED STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
10 & Under: Division/Champion/Finalist 
 challenger a crestmoor community association / denver Parks & rec
 challenger B Pinehurst country club / Ken caryl
 
2015 jTT BOYS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
12 & Under: Division/Champion/Finalist
 championship Homestead in the Willows / Tennis Kids Green oaks
 challenger a Miramont lifestyle Fitness / Pinehurst country club 
 challenger B denver Tennis club / crestmoor community association
 Futures Gates Tennis center / Ken caryl 
 
14 & Under: Division/Champion/Finalist
 championship Broomfield Swim & Tennis / columbine country club
 challenger a denver country club / Ken caryl
 challenger B Eastmoor Swim & Tennis / Ken caryl
 Futures aPEX Park & rec / applewood athletic club
 
18 & Under: Division/Champion/Finalist
 championship rocky Mountain Tennis center / cherokee Trail High School
 challenger a Fossil ridge High School / Fossil ridge High School
 challenger B Eastmoor Swim & Tennis / Fossil ridge High School

2015 jTT GIRLS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
12 & Under: Division/Champion/Finalist
 challenger a colorado college / Ken caryl
 challenger B cac Inverness / Highlands ranch community association 
 
14 & Under: Division/Champion/Finalist 
 challenger a lifetime Fitness centennial / Mt Vernon cc
 challenger B Meadow creek / Highlands ranch community association
 Futures Highlands ranch community association / Miramont lifestyle Fitness
 
18 & Under: Division/Champion/Finalist
 championship Flying Horse club / Mountain Vista High School
 challenger a Highlands ranch community association / Ken caryl
 challenger B Highland Meadows Tennis center / aPEX Park & rec

USTA Colorado extends a special thank you to Colorado Athletic Clubs monaco & inverness, 
Ken Caryl Community Center & Ranch house, and pinehurst Country Club for hosting the 2015 
Colorado jTT State Championships. 

Visit the JTT championships Photo Gallery at facebook.com/USTacolorado

girls 12 Challenger A
 Ken caryl  Fuschia team: Mariah dean, Isabel 
Musarra, Kristen Thomas, Mikaela Mueller, 
anna day and cheranne Wang (not pictured)

 
“While it is always nice to win a State 

championship, Ken-caryl couldn’t be more 
proud of these rising tennis stars both on the 
court and off. They work hard, play hard and 
play fair,” says Ken-caryl tennis coordinator 
Judy anderson.

Boys 18 Challenger B
Fossil ridge Grey team: Matthew ruiz diaz, 
Evan diehl, Braden Bontempo, Jay chandra, 
Patrick Faust (not pictured)

“I am very pleased and excited to have 
our Boys 18 cB Grey team receive the KINd 
award," says coach Steve Schultz. "They are 
true examples of the sportsmanship that we 
have stressed at Fossil ridge High School. 
I look forward to them representing our 
teams in the future.”

jTT plAy KiND AwARD wiNNERS
Congratulations to the 2015 Colorado Junior Team Tennis Play 
kInD Award winners. The award, presented by uSTA Colorado 
official snack partner kInD, invites players to practice good 
sportsmanship. members from both teams received a kInD 
Prize Pack in recognition of their awards. 

http://sctennisacademy.com
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1026891680695571.1073741861.165295046855243&type=3
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CollEgE RECRUiTiNg liST, FAll/wiNTER 2015
ThE lATEST nATIOnAl STAnDInGS FrOm TEnnISrECruITInG.nET

2016 275 William Gold Denver
2016 294 McCulloh Mease Littleton
2016 312 Alec Leddon Boulder
2016 313 Jacob Lapkin Grand junction
2016 453 Jackson Hawk Boulder
2016 569 Jeremiah Hansen Colorado Springs
2016 630 Cutter Esson Boulder
2016 659 Max Petrak Boulder
2016 662 Colton Hill Colorado Springs
2016 701 Thomas Koszowski Denver
2016 746 Derek Wright Superior
2016 814 Ben Blea Parker
2016 825 Noah Forman Golden
2016 900 Jake Becker Centennial
2016 952 Allen Fu Longmont
2016 1057 Joshua Hunt Castle Rock
2016 1087 Maxwell Koszowski Denver
2016 1092 Zhan Su Lafayette
2016 1158 Nathan Lazarus Boulder
2016 1196 Connor Clancy Greeley
2016 1205 Grant Wood Westminster
2016 1252 Jackson Johar FtCollins
2016 1254 Jake Anderson Englewood
2016 1255 Eli Wiener Denver
2016 1266 Chanon Penvari Aurora
2016 1297 Spencer Clauson Boulder
2016 1334 Cameron Bergan Aurora
2016 1442 Daniel Stephan Highlands Ranch
2016 1490 Simon Lupo Westminster
2016 1540 Brent Edwards Littleton
   
2017 61 Casey Ross Littleton
2017 118 Ethan Hillis Centennial
2017 346 Ben Antonsen Highlands Ranch
2017 386 Kai Smith Denver
2017 389 Robby Hill Greenwood Village
2017 540 Niko Hereford Denver
2017 576 Ryan James Denver
2017 584 Draden Hoover Aurora
2017 642 Simon Foricher Denver
2017 670 Matthew Lambert Aspen
2017 684 Jacob Bendalin Englewood
2017 719 Frederick Edwards Bayfield
2017 794 Matthew Chavez Mead
2017 796 Andrew Gillette Arvada
2017 827 Devin Harper Westminster
2017 847 Alex Gelevei Denver
2017 885 Tom Hudson Golden
2017 992 Dylan Zumar Aurora
2017 1054 Romeo Perez Monclova Coah Mexico
2017 1065 Graham Blanco Boulder
2017 1069 Samuel Hoelscher Lakewood
2017 1071 Erich Nuss Castle Pines
2017 1131 Aaron Weil Highlands Ranch
2017 1218 Bryce Viorst Denver

2017 1225 Joshua Fields Franktown
2017 1265 Charles Smith Steamboat Springs
2017 1281 Jack Ferry Lafayette
2017 1406 Ryan Lahr Evergreen
2017 1417 Xavier Pacheco Englewood
2017 1468 Jacob Stringer Longmont
2017 1476 Stefan Orton-Urbina Colorado Springs
2017 1506 Coulten Davis Colorado Springs
2017 1518 Will Dennen Castle Rock
2017 1589 Michael Nagus Longmont
2017 1598 Nolan Connell Steamboat Springs
2017 1638 Drake Wilson Monument
2017 1682 Samuel Vang Westminster
2017 1698 Everett Martin Boulder
   
2018 125 Kasper Smith Boulder
2018 207 Charlie Franks Denver
2018 279 Tom Melville Boulder
2018 292 Jack Moldenhauer Denver
2018 308 Joshua King Englewood
2018 488 Mitchell Johnson Cherry Hills Village
2018 526 Daniel Guiot Denver
2018 552 Skyler Gates Littleton
2018 582 Ryan Neale Parker
2018 603 David Kijak Aurora
2018 608 Jack Alexander Littleton
2018 679 Vinay Merchant Centennial
2018 698 Dillon Leasure Carbondale
2018 802 Quinn Bermingham Denver
2018 805 Ethan Schacht Boulder
2018 817 Emiliano Russek Torreon
2018 842 Henry Hawk Boulder
2018 849 Benjamin Murray Englewood
2018 872 Patrick Seby Denver
2018 908 Bradley Ma Colorado Springs
2018 941 Esteban Russek Torreon
2018 981 Stone Heyman Englewood
2018 1183 Arjun Gupta Severance
2018 1261 Jordan Wagner Littleton
2018 1311 Evan Nuss Castle Rock
2018 1319 Dustin Bohuslavschi Peyton
2018 1353 Sam Angell Denver
2018 1357 Carter Holbrook Boulder
2018 1363 Ethan Katz Boulder
2018 1365 Tanner Jones Colorado Springs
2018 1370 Brooks Savage Boulder
2018 1392 Finn Gullickson Colorado Springs
2018 1476 Laird Stewart Englewood
2018 1519 Jack LaBarge Denver
2018 1595 Drew Hill Greenwood Village
2018 1603 Alexander Wimer Englewood
2018 1666 Zack Fox Littleton
2018 1687 Zachary Smith Greenwood Village
2018 1720 Jackson Cesark Grand Junction
   

2019 47 Nicholas Lorenz Colorado Springs
2019 65 Richter Jordaan Cherry Hills Village
2019 132 Brett Finan Broomfield
2019 303 Christian Holmes Littleton
2019 538 Kosta Garger Englewood
2019 587 Sam Nassif Denver
2019 662 Teague Burger Steamboat Springs
2019 693 Andy Wu Boulder
2019 893 Carter Logan Denver
2019 905 Henry Cox Parker
2019 964 Jackson Klutznick Denver
2019 1010 Alexander Ilic Aspen
2019 1020 Cal Hegstrom Grand Junction
2019 1028 Tyler Landen Centennial
2019 1063 Andrew Seehausen Lonetree
2019 1089 Jackson Holland Windsor
2019 1240 Beck Chrisbens Boulder
2019 1315 Luke Miller Colorado Springs
2019 1456 Harry Carrozza Colorado Springs
2019 1510 Maxwell Probst Highlands Ranch
2019 1522 Cameron Weckerly Niwot
2019 1527 Andrew Jeffries Littleton
2019 1573 Brenden Arndt Longmont
2019 1590 Teodor Cariov Boulder
2019 1593 Riley Black Niwot
2019 1616 Riley Mulshine Longmont
2019 1622 Wyatt Stempel Steamboat Springs
2019 1627 Ethan Paulus Steamboat Springs
2019 1645 Christopher Du Highlands Ranch
2019 1650 Samson Knape FtCollins
2019 1651 Nick Fairbairn Cherry Hills Village
2019 1657 Bertie Hoal Golden
2019 1669 William Holst Greenwood Village
2019 1677 Tyler Li FtCollins
2019 1684 Alexander Nelson Centennial
2019 1706 Javier Gonzalez Littleton
   
2020 159 Jett Middleton Littleton
2020 222 Quinn Snyder Steamboat Springs
2020 334 Caden Kammerer Longmont
2020 697 Paul Jones Manitou Springs
2020 729 Akhil Gupta Severance
2020 865 Nicholas Svichar Greenwood Village
2020 889 Lukas Bachmann Boulder
2020 943 Jean-Loup Auzias Denver
2020 1002 Riley Burridge Boulder
2020 1095 Stefan Hester Longmont
2020 1123 Alex Gordon Cherry Hills Village
2020 1130 Austin Kattenhorn Lafayette
2020 1178 Kian Grimison Boulder
2020 1240 Ben Bicknell Niwot
2020 1288 Cam Cramer Niwot
2020 1308 Caleb Aguirre Cherry Hills Village
2020 1309 Michael Conde Superior
2020 1332 Nicholas Solimene Highlands Ranch

2020 1390 William Jones Littleton
2020 1409 Noah Sorensen FtCollins
2020 1447 Michael Crum Denver
2020 1450 Blake Davis Littleton
2020 1461 Ryan Grayson Boulder
2020 1469 Anton Lavrouk Firestone
2020 1486 Yuto West Brighton
2020 1491 Adam Slosky Denver
2020 1494 Roy Lundeen Steamboat Springs
2020 1498 Brandon Pennington Lakewood
   
2021 79 Clark Steinhauser Denver
2021 193 Neil Wilcox Boulder
2021 306 Morgan Schilling Littleton
2021 385 Luke Silverman Boulder
2021 455 Nicholas Dietrich Golden
2021 616 Grigor Karakelyan Aurora
2021 712 David Bomgaars Aurora
2021 759 Chase Walters Highlands Ranch
2021 811 Robert Metz Colorado Springs
2021 861 Phillip Albright Denver
2021 908 Andy Schuiling Steamboat Springs
2021 963 Arjun Batra Aurora
2021 981 Casey Klutznick Denver
2021 1013 George Henry Hanzel Denver
2021 1066 Chris Swanson Highlands Ranch
2021 1069 Nico Gonzalez Denver
2021 1084 Dayton Fisher Arvada
2021 1095 Samuel Keronen Longmont
2021 1100 Wyatt Stack Boulder
2021 1107 Andre Maltzahn FtCollins
2021 1108 Christopher Nelson Castle Rock
2021 1111 Jack Larson Arvada
2021 1115 Michael Bennett Lakewood
2021 1140 Christian Kelly Aspen
2021 1173 Carter Kawakami FtCollins
2021 1180 Zak Chehadi Louisville
   
2022 283 Conor Kaczmarczyk Denver
2022 383 Aksel Moe Boulder
2022 404 Cade Jones Castle Pines
2022 472 Kyle Northrup Thornton
2022 507 Matthew Batmunkh Aurora
2022 514 Gabriel Wu Colorado Springs
2022 521 Charlie Jenkins Lonetree
2022 647 Tyler Larson Boulder
2022 669 Carter Smith Littleton
2022 671 Phoenix Lee Lakewood
2022 672 Sam McDonald Englewood
2022 688 Henry Burke Boulder
2022 693 Colin Boublik Castle Rock
2022 714 Alan Davis Colorado Springs

CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWNCLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN CLASS RANK PLAYER HOMETOWN

2016 12 Rebecca Weissmann Loveland
2016 58 Tate Schroeder Centennial
2016 146 Kalyssa Hall Colorado Springs
2016 228 Gloria Son Englewood
2016 325 Caroline Kawula Cherry Hills Village
2016 349 Tara Edwards Littleton
2016 377 Kristen Kirby Thornton
2016 493 Lauren Lindell Parker
2016 512 Daniela Adamczyk Colorado Springs
2016 555 Natalie Hagan Lone Tree
2016 570 Natalie Munson Longmont
2016 703 Kendra Lavallee Highlands Ranch
2016 705 Gabriella Hesse Colorado Springs
2016 766 Elsa Erickson Longmont
2016 774 Kiley Cropper Greeley
2016 822 Alexandria Bellas Colorado Springs
2016 914 Jade Moore Littleton
2016 954 Sarah Casey Monument
2016 961 Mari Dudek Highlands Ranch
2016 991 Sarah Megilligan Pueblo West
   
2017 13 Samantha Martinelli Denver
2017 120 Madison Gallegos Aurora
2017 223 Casey Zhong Highlands Ranch
2017 306 Shawnea Pagat FtCollins
2017 337 Alex Pessoa Denver
2017 347 Madison Wolfe Monument
2017 481 Maeve Kearney Englewood
2017 527 Sadie Moseley Denver
2017 591 Grace Koza Littleton
2017 637 Sara Schoenbeck Pueblo West
2017 949 Maleeha Chowdhury Highlands Ranch
2017 1109 Tiffany Parobek Lone Tree
2017 1114 Morgan Bullen Denver

2017 1156 Jennifer Phan Thornton
2017 1232 Murphy Harr Arvada
   
2018 81 Amber Shen Broomfield
2018 160 Anshika Singh Greenwood Village
2018 161 Tatum Burger Steamboat Springs
2018 218 Annika Bassey Denver
2018 261 Emily Strande Centennial
2018 297 Seraphin Castelino Superior
2018 325 Micha Handler Englewood
2018 350 Heather Volls Colorado Springs
2018 393 Ky Ecton FtCollins
2018 497 Sarah Fleming Grand Junction
2018 662 Taylor Thulson Louisville
2018 695 Julia Pentz Niwot
2018 833 Alexandra Djoumaliev Loveland
2018 849 Emma Gaydos Monument
2018 870 Rachel Nguyen Westminster
2018 906 Amanda Schlatter Cherry Hills Village
2018 920 Natalie Bronsdon Highlands Ranch
2018 928 Savannah Mease Littleton
2018 1191 Isha Banerjee Boulder
2018 1192 Katie Herby Broomfield
2018 1230 Ana Horvath Broomfield
   
2019 265 Morgan Hall Colorado Springs
2019 268 Josephine Schaffer Greenwood Village
2019 525 Sayuri Garud Centennial
2019 787 Sophie Pearson Longmont
2019 796 Mia Oliver Denver
2019 800 Trisha Somasundaram Superior
2019 877 Madissen Allen Centennial
2019 882 Willow Purvis Denver
2019 968 Alexandra Bush Greenwood Village

2019 995 Ashlen Grote Highlands Ranch
2019 1022 Cori Campbell Colorado Springs
2019 1055 Samhita Bheemireddy Highlands Ranch
2019 1056 Emma Morrissey Denver
2019 1088 Josie Williams Centennial
2019 1231 Isabel Pan Highlands Ranch
2019 1326 Carley Bennett Lakewood
   
2020 324 Veronika Bruetting Highlands Ranch
2020 345 Samantha Moore-Thomson Denver
2020 349 Mavis Edwards Bayfield
2020 393 Meghna Chowdhury Highlands Ranch
2020 430 Hana Kimmey Parker
2020 434 Emily Untermeyer Denver
2020 459 Lela Daszuta Evergreen
2020 506 Natalie Hamill FtCollins
2020 510 Olivia Desso Evergreen
2020 589 Ellie Strande Centennial
2020 837 Mattie Kuntzelman Colorado Springs
2020 842 Haley Artis Aurora
2020 862 Isabella Pacheco Englewood
2020 883 Mae Thorp Steamboat Springs
2020 912 Amanda Pruitt Highlands Ranch
2020 924 Lexie Fisher Greenwood Village
2020 1023 Rylee Jones Castle Pines
2020 1049 Lauren Karaba Castle Pines
2020 1061 Keelie Bennett Monument
2020 1071 Noelle Cerone Steamboat Springs
   
2021 157 Samantha Anthony Longmont
2021 180 Sarah Hamner FtCollins
2021 233 Eliza Hill Greenwood Village
2021 271 Miranda Kawula Cherry Hills Village
2021 324 Valerie Negin Centennial

2021 333 Lucy Lu Broomfield
2021 377 Rachel Swan Highlands Ranch
2021 405 Dilafzo Abdullaeva Aurora
2021 426 Anna Reimers Highlands Ranch
2021 433 Nicole Hill Greenwood Village
2021 475 Tatum Smith Boulder
2021 570 Julia Rydel Denver
2021 598 Natalie Stone Broomfield
2021 642 Cassidy Rich Highlands Ranch
2021 696 Alyssa Kawakami FtCollins
2021 704 Camille Marsh Englewood
2021 719 Marina Youngdahl Superior
2021 727 Natalie Sprenger Superior
2021 803 Emily Creek Longmont
2021 820 Mackenzie Wheeler Parker
2021 842 Tiffany Tran Broomfield
2021 890 Lauren Manwiller Evergreen
2021 904 Dahlia Rappaport Englewood
2021 956 Anna Fusaris Castle Rock
2021 961 Ella Barclay Aurora
2021 962 Gwen Hall Englewood
   
2022 72 Rebecca Lynn Denver
2022 279 Alissa Gurkovskiy Aurora
2022 308 Jasmine Geiss Loveland
2022 450 Lila Travis Boulder
2022 451 Lilianna Chitambar Boulder
2022 510 Kate Erickson Centennial

BOYS

GIRLS 

JUNIorCOMPETITION

rankings as of November 1, 2015

http://tennisrecruiting.net
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Photo by Kurt desautels/UsTaCo

high SChool ChAmpioNShip wRAp-Up
Perfect weather greeted all the competitors at this year's colorado State High School 

championships, held october 15-17 at Gates Tennis center in denver (5a) and Pueblo city 
Park (4a). 

The 5a team race was won by cherry creek High School, their 41st state championship 
since 1972, and the 4a title was captured by Kent denver, their third straight team crown 
and 8th overall. 

With the previous No. 1 singles champions having graduated, the door was open for last 
year's runners up. at 5a, Boulder's Kap Smith overcame a point penalty, a bloody nose, and 
an 0-4 deficit in the second set to defeat ryan James (cc), 5-7, 6-4, 6-4. Smith's Boulder 
teammates Jackson Hawk and cutter Esson hoped to make it a clean sweep in singles for 
the Panthers, and it appeared as if they might pull it off after Hawk defeated charlie Franks 
(denver East) at No. 2. But Esson was upended in the final by Mitch Johnson (cc), who won 
at No. 2 doubles last year.

at the 4a level, casey ross (Kent) continued his streak of finals appearances, having won 
at No. 3 singles in 2013 and losing in the finals at No. 2 last year. ross entered the event 
undefeated and looked unstoppable throughout the event, winning his first No. 1 singles 
title in dominant fashion over freshman Nick lorenz of discovery canyon. Kent's Willie 
Gold, a finalist at No. 1 last year, earned the title at No. 2 over colorado academy freshman 
richter Jordaan while ca's Noah Forman repeated as the 4a No. 3 singles champion by 
defeating Kent junior Niko Hereford.

5A RESUlTS
No. 1 singles 
c hampionship: Kap Smith, Boulder, def. ryan James, cherry creek, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4.
T hird Place: Kai Smith, denver East, def. Ben antonsen, Mountain Vista, 7-5, 6-2.

No. 2 singles
c hampionship: Jackson Hawk, Boulder, def. charlie Franks, denver East, 6-1, 6-2.
T hird Place: Tom Melville, Fairview, def. robby Hill, cherry creek, 6-4, 6-3.

No. 3 singles
c hampionship: Mitch Johnson, cherry creek, def. cutter Esson, Boulder, 6-3, 7-6.
T hird Place: Ben Blea, Heritage, def. Ethan Schacht, Fairview, 6-4, 6-1.

No. 1 doubles
c hampionship: Steven Bummer/Erich Nuss, regis Jesuit, def. Jacob Bendalin/Erin 

Norwood, cherry creek, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.
T hird Place: Graham Blanco/devin Harper, Fairview, def. Sam Meyer/austin Stutz, 

chatfield, 7-6, 6-3.

No. 2 doubles
c hampionship: Patrick Seby/luca abbott, regis Jesuit, def. andy duggan/andy Hsu, cherry 

creek, 6-4, 6-4.
T hird Place: Kevin Ball/Jimmy Kasic, Fairview, def. Eric dellavalle/Jonny cook, denver 

East, 6-4, 7-6.

No. 3 doubles
c hampionship: Ben Murray/Spencer Buted, cherry creek, def. Evan Nuss/Kosta Garger, 

regis Jesuit, 7-6, 7-6.
T hird Place: Brooks Savage/Spencer clauson, Fairview, def. Thomas Paluch/Jack lacy, 

Monarch, 6-4, 7-5.

No. 4 doubles
c hampionship: david Glazer/Will Burton, denver East, def. david Zhao/aaron Nguyen, 

Fairview, 6-2, 6-3.
T hird Place: Will dennen/Matt Mccarthy, regis Jesuit, def. Sam angell/Stone Heyman, 

cherry creek, 1-6, 7-5, 6-4.

Team Sportsmanship Award
regis Jesuit

5A TEAm RESUlTS
cherry creek  75
Fairview  51
denver East  47
Boulder  46
regis Jesuit  46
Heritage 13
Mountain Vista 13
chatfield 12
Monarch 10

Fossil ridge 7
Ponderosa 2
arapahoe 1
Grand Junction 1
Broomfield 1
cherokee Trail  1
Fort collins 1
overland 1

PrEPCOMPETITION
ChANgiNg oF ThE gUARD: 4A & 5A CRowN NEw SiNglES ChAmpS, TEAmS REpEAT 

Boulder high School was trying to 
replicate neighbor Fairview's feat of the 

year before, with all three singles players 
competing on Championship Saturday. 

kap Smith's win at no. 1 singles was the 
school's first title since nick Quatrochi 

won his fourth state title in 1995. 
Combined with Jackson hawk's title 
at no. 2 singles, and Cutter Esson's 

2nd place result, Boulder finished 
with 46 points, just one short of 

its best-ever team finish.
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4A TEAm RESUlTS
Kent denver  89
colorado academy  72
Niwot  35
discovery canyon 27
cheyenne Mountain 23
d'Evelyn 12
dawson 10
aspen 10
Mullen 9
Steamboat Springs 8
cScS 8
air academy 6
lewis Palmer 5
Peak to Peak 4
Pueblo centennial 3
Palmer ridge 2
Fountain Valley 2
durango 2
Thomas Jefferson 1
Evergreen 1

4A RESUlTS
No. 1 singles 
c hampionship: casey ross, Kent denver, def. Nick lorenz, discovery canyon, 

6-3, 6-1.
T hird Place: Max Petrak, Niwot, def. Jeremiah Hansen, cScS, 1-6, 6-4, 6-2.

No. 2 singles 
c hampionship: Willie Gold, Kent denver, def. richter Jordaan, colorado 

academy, 6-2, 6-4.
T hird Place: Tom Hudson, d'Evelyn, def. dustin Bohuslavschi, discovery 

canyon, 6-1, 6-0.

No. 3 singles 
c hampionship: Noah Forman, colorado academy, def. Niko Hereford, Kent 

denver, 6-4, 6-4.
T hird Place: allen Fu, Niwot, def. alex Ilic, aspen, 2-6, 6-3, 6-1.

No. 1 doubles
c hampionship: Kevin adams/Jack Moldenhauer, Kent denver, def. Quinn 

Bermingham/Tyler Fairbairn, colorado academy, 6-2, 6-2.
T hird Place: Will Moody/Jack clancy, cheyenne Mountain def. Max Mcclellan/

Jackson Kegel, dawson, 6-0, 6-1.

No. 2 doubles 
c hampionship: Blake Parsons/drew Parsons, Kent denver, def. Brent 

Edwards/Jordan Wagner, colorado academy, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5.
T hird Place: Brendan leap/drew connaughton, cheyenne Mountain, def. Eli 

Mills/Eric Grieshaber, Mullen, 6-3, 6-2.

No. 3 doubles
c hampionship: John Barron/Steven Mitchell, colorado academy, def. Travis 

rase/laird Stewart, Kent denver, 6-4, 6-2.
T hird Place: ryan ruppert/Mike dashiell, cheyenne Mountain def. Nolan 

connell/river Fox-Welch, Steamboat Springs, 6-1, 6-1.

No. 4 doubles 
c hampionship: Brendan Schwartz/Garrett Sutter, colorado academy, def. 

alex Wimer/oliver Greenwald, Kent denver, 6-2, 7-6.
T hird Place: Manas Saini/Gabe Hyde, Niwot, def. Ben rowland/Wesley Stuart, 

lewis Palmer, 7-5, 5-7, 6-4.

Team Sportsmanship Award
cheyenne Mountain
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It was a sweet day for randy ross, 
head tennis coach at kent Denver. 

ross celebrated his 20th year at the helm 
of the program with a team victory in 

Pueblo, outpacing second place Colorado 
Academy by 17 points. kent has now 

won 8 team tennis championships. 

The cherry on top might have 
been watching his son, Casey 

(pictured), take home the no. 1 
singles title in dominant fashion. 

Casey became the second ross to win 
the no. 1 singles title. his brother, Cory, 
captured back to back titles in 1998-99.

Casey ross finished his season 
undefeated, earning the 2015 uSTA 

Colorado Jack Cella Award as the 
outstanding high school player.

Coach ross will also be recognized by 
uSTA Colorado this year, earning the 
Bud robineau Award for his service 

to the Colorado tennis community.
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TENNISoNCAMPUS
ColoRADo SChoolS wEll-REpRESENTED AT 
USTA/iTA moUNTAiN REgioNAlS

Cu, Du PlAyErS EArn TITlES

Tennis
Center

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Located on the banks of beautiful Boulder Creek,

featuring the stunning Flatirons as a backdrop.

Rocky Mountain Tennis Center is the perfect place

to play tennis.

* Colorado’s Premier Player Development Center
   for All Ages

* 15 Courts, including 5 Indoor

* USPTA and USPTR Certified Coaches

* The Home of the CU Buffs

* Featured USTA Tournaments

- Colorado State MOJO Open
  June 20-25

- Babolat Boulder Open
  July 18-26

- Summer Master Series
  August 13-16 

- 10 RMTC Junior Series
  Spring, Summer, Fall

Accepting Applications
for Membership:

RMTennisCenter.com
303.449.5033

Where Tennis
Comes First.

2015

RMTC will again be
hosting Junior Futures, 
Challengers and 
Open Tournaments

Colorado athletes 
fare well at USTA/iTA 
mountain Regionals

University of colorado junior 
nuria Ormeno ruiz (above) captured 
the USTa/ITa Mountain region 
championship, becoming the first 
player in cU history to win the regional 
singles title. 

ormeno ruiz staged an impressive 
comeback against University of 
denver's Julia O'loughlin in the final 
after rain forced the players inside 
for the final set. ormeno ruiz won 
the deciding frame 6-3 to earn the 
title and automatically qualify for the 
USTa National Indoor championships 
in New York city, November 12-15.

Even though the loss will not 
automatically qualify o'loughlin for 
National Indoors, there is a chance 
she could receive a wildcard into the 
event. 

“It was a dream tournament for us,” head coach Christian Thompson said. “This was the 
best result denver has ever had at the ITa Mountain regional event. out of 128 draw, to 
have 3 out of 4 girls in the semifinals is very rare.” 

overall, dU finished 28-14 between singles and doubles, which was the best showing by 
any team at regionals.

another colorado squad is celebrating their results at the event, as the Northern 
colorado Women's Tennis team finished with their best result since becoming a division I 
program. 

"We are extremely happy and very proud of our overall team efforts in both singles and 
doubles this week," head coach Brenda Vlasak said. "We had the opportunity to play many 
top players and pulled out some big wins, proving that we can compete at the same top 
level."

UNc's Beth Coton and remi Immler had a run to the semifinals where they were 
eliminated by a team from BYU.

on the men's side, the University of denver squad won the 2015 ITa regional 
championship tournament after capturing two first place finishes. Junior Diogo rocha 
(middle) defeated dan little of UU 6-0, 5-7, 6-4 for the singles title, while henry Craig and 
Alex Gasson (bottom) beat former colorado High School champion hayden Sabatka and 
Bart Van leijsen of UNM 3-6, 7-6, 10-6 for the doubles title.

“It’s a long tournament where you have to play multiple matches in a day, so it’s mentally 
and physically draining,” new dU head coach ricardo rubio said. “But I thought the guys 
fought hard and they fought through adversity. The competition was very strong and now we 
will just keep building, keep working hard and get these three guys ready for the national 
tournament.” 

In addition to the two championship titles dU captured, local boy Jesse ruder-hook fell 
just short in the consolation final against Jorge Escutia of UNM 6-7, 7-5 6-7.  

http://rmtenniscenter.com
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he excitement of an incredible season for the Wash Park 
Men’s 5.0 team was celebrated october 4th with a HUGE 
win over the Southern Section at Indian Wells to be the 
first team to bring home a national championship to 

colorado in almost two decades. I’d say that is a pretty nice 50th birthday 
present Wash Park Tennis club!

I was lucky enough to tag along to experience the fun and got to see 
first hand the sportsmanship, effort, strategy and sheer determination 
that went into it all. Not only are these guys a class act, but as a 
passionate player myself, I was overwhelmed by the quality of tennis. It 
was a dream tennis weekend and I didn’t even pick up a racquet! all 17 
sections of the USTa came to win, and not only did the denver boys pull 
it out in the end, they did it while overcoming heat stroke, leg cramps and 
a quick adjustment to playing sea level ball.

Jerad Harbaugh, the team captain, attributes their success to the fact 
that they are all great friends on and off the court but they also came 
together this year focused with a mutual understanding of the goal: to 
win and win it all. Tennis runs in their blood, as many of these boys have 
played together since they were juniors, but times have changed and 
careers, family and outside obligations keep them from enjoying time on 
the court as often as they’d like. However, in preparation of this season, 
they committed to team practices 3-4 times a week in addition to many 
of them playing tournaments.

The Men’s 5.0 Wash Park Team — Jeff loehr, dietz Fry, chris Jenkins, 
Martin Krbec, Jerad Harbaugh, Stephen Nolen, chris celechovsky, cary 
Hodges and Bryan Knepper (not pictured: John Hereford and Hayden 
Sabatka) — didn’t have an easy road into the final four. They actually 
lost a nail biter to Southern in their original flight, but they persevered 
in hopes that they would secure the 4th place wild card into the final 
rounds. as luck would have it, that is exactly what happened as they 
squeaked into that spot by being one set better than the other teams!

Going into their Sunday matches as the underdog, everyone was 
pumped and ready to play. If they could reach the finals they would again 
take on Southern, the team that beat them in the early round. But first 
they had to take on Pacific Northwest. It was perfect conditions for their 
7:30am match, and they pulled out a 2-1 victory. after that semifinal 
match, the team gathered, put their heads together and submitted a line 
up, all egos aside, that they believed had a good chance of slaying the 
dragon. arthur ashe once said, “Start where you are. Use what you have. 
do what you can.” That is exactly what this team did. 

as a spectator who witnessed their 2-1 victory over Southern that 
beautiful california Sunday my heart was filled with joy for all of them. It 
didn’t matter how much you knew about the game, those who watched 
that final round knew that they had witnessed a great accomplishment 
and a memorable day for these local athletes. and guess what? Not only 
did they bring home the title, the Wash Park Men’s 5.0 team also won the 
USTa Sportsmanship award. I told you they were a class act. 

— Contributed by Kristy Jenkins

SPoTLIGHT

ennis has been a staple in denver's Washington Park since early in the 
1900s, but a new era began in 1965 when the Washington Park Tennis club 
(WPTc) formed. This year, the club is celebrating 50 years of organizing 
monthly recreational tennis games and tournaments along side competitive 

play for fans across metro denver. annual club activities also provide additional amenities 
to these public courts, including hanging screens and cleaning courts — of rain, snow, 
leaves, and geese. 

Tennis in colorado began 
about a decade after the sport 
was introduced to the US by 
Mary outerbridge in 1874, at a 
court located at 14th and court 
Place in denver. By 1910, denver 
built public tennis courts in three 
city parks, including Wash Park. 

When the Washington Park 
Tennis club began, players 
wore white and played with 
wooden racquets and white 
tennis balls (the first yellow 
tennis balls appeared in 1968). 
Hard core enthusiasts waited 
two to three hours to play on 
concrete courts with painted 
yellow lines and metal nets. 
These courts became home to 
the legendary Memorial day 
tournament for players rated 
4.0 to 5.0 organized by early 
colorado Tennis association 
(cTa) member clyde rogers, 
who ran this tournament for 
more than 25 years.

In recognition of clyde’s 
personal promotion of this 
tournament, the cTa named 
clyde 1963’s “Mr. colorado 
Tennis”. In 1983, the cTa 
established the “clyde rogers 
award” for outstanding 
contributions to recreational 
tennis players in colorado. 
Three of WPTc’s former officers 
have received this award.

In 1997, len and carrie 
Hierath were honored for 
their efficient running of the 
Memorial day Tournament after 
clyde retired — len invented the 
Scor-Post in 1992 that is now 
used worldwide. Former WPTc 
President, June Wooldridge, 
also received the award in 2006. 

Since tennis arrived in denver 
130 years ago, its enduring 
popularity remains evident 
in Washington Park. Thanks 
to WPTc, if it is sunny in 
denver, tennis is being played 
here. congratulations to the 
Washington Park Tennis club on 
its 50th anniversary!   

— Contributed by Sarah McCarthy

wASh pARK TENNiS ClUB CElEBRATES 50 yEARS
wPTC mEn'S 5.0 TEAm GIVES CluB A nATIOnAl ChAmPIOnShIP FOr An AnnIVErSAry PrESEnT

T

The WPTc Men's 
5.0 squad became 

just the fifth 
colorado team to 

capture a USTa 
league National 

championship.

top: looking over 
Washington Park toward 
the tennis courts on 
the south end;

middle: The original 
courts were concrete 
with metal nets;

bottom:
Prepping for an upgrade. 

T
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adUlTLEAGUES
ColoRADo ADUlT lEAgUE SERiES CRowNS 2015 ChAmpioNS

ADulT lEAGuE PlAy nEArS ThE 40,000 PArTICIPATIOn mArk, DEFIES nATIOnAl TrEnD

olorado league play continues to defy national trends, as participation climbed an unprecedented 9% to nearly 40,000 in 2015, another 
all-time high. USTa colorado extends a very hearty thanks to all the facilities which hosted colorado district championship events in 
2015: aurora Parks & recreation, colorado athletic club Inverness, colorado athletic club Monaco, Ken-caryl ranch Metro district, 
Pinehurst country club and South Suburban Parks & recreation. 
In all, there were 2,810 individual matches played during all of our ten district championship events this year!

C
leaGUe TeaM FaCiliTY seCTional resUlT naTional resUlT leaGUe TeaM FaCiliTY seCTional resUlT naTional resUlT

USTA LEAGUE TENNIS CHAMPIONS
ADUlT 18 & ovER 

W 2.5 HIW GREEN 2nd
W 3.0 PAC PINK 6th
W 3.5 CPV RED 4th
W 4.0 GTC BLUE 4th
W 4.5 HRCA RED 1st  
W 5.0+ GTC BLUE 1st 
M 3.0 LTFCS Tulloch 4th
M 3.5 CM RED 2nd
M 4.0 BTA RED 3rd
M 4.5 LEBTC BLUE 2nd
M 5.0+ WP GREEN 1st  NATIONAL CHAMPION/SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

ADUlT 40 & ovER
W 3.0 CSU GREEN 1st 
W 3.5 HW RED 1st  SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
W 4.0 LEBTC BLUE 2nd
W 4.5+ HRCA RED 1st 
M 3.0 LTFC TULLOCH 2nd 
M 3.5 LTFC RIDLER 1st 
M 4.0 LTFC BLUE 1st  4th PLACE
M 4.5+ CVTA BLUE 2nd

ADUlT 55 & ovER 
M 6.0 LAC BLUE Automatic Advancement 
M 7.0 ARCA BLUE 3rd 
M 8.0 CACM RED(WC) 4th 
M 9.0 CACI GREEN 1st  NATIONAL CHAMPION 
W 6.0 LEBTC SILVER 1st 
W 7.0 ARCA BLUE 4th 
W 8.0 SSLT BLUE 2nd 
W 9.0 CR RED 1st 

miXED 18 & ovER  November 13-15; 20-22
X 6.0 KNO BLUE 6th 
X 7.0 SV RED 3rd 
X 8.0 TTA GREEN Didn't participate
X 9.0 WP RED 2nd 
X 10.0 MC GREEN Didn't participate
   

miXED 40 & ovER  November 13-15; 20-22
X 6.0 LEBTC BLUE 2nd 
X 7.0 PH BLACK 4th
X 8.0 CACM BLACK 5th
X 9.0 MC GOLD Didn't participate

ITA LEAGUE TENNIS CHAMPIONS 
FAll miXED

5.5 PCC RED Not played
6.5 PAC RED 2nd
7.5 FCCC BLUE 1st NA
8.5 WP RED 1st NA
9.5 WP RED 2nd

CTA LEAGUE TENNIS CHAMPIONS 
ADUlT 65 & ovER  April 1-3; 8-10, 2016

M 6.0 LAC RED 1st
M 7.0 ARCA RED 2nd
M 7.0  CACI 3rd
M 8.0 LTA GOLD 1st
W 6.0 HEB GREEN 1st
W 7.0 MLF 3rd
W 8.0 GTC BLUE 1st

womEN'S DAyTimE DoUBlES
W 2.5 CPV GREEN
W 3.0 LTC RED
W 3.5 LTFC RED
W 4.0 LVTA BLUE
W 4.5 CK GREEN

womEN'S SUmmER DAyTimE
W 2.5 HIW NAVY
W 3.0 LTFC RED
W 3.5 NJ GREEN
W 4.0 LTA RED
W 4.5 CK RED

TwilighT
W 2.5 CPV RED
W 3.0 PAC BLUE
W 3.5 MLF RED
W 4.0 NJ BLACK
W 4.5 GAC GREEN
M 3.0 LTFCS TULLOCH
M 3.5 LTFCS ABELLO
M 4.0 TTA BLUE
M 4.5 CVTA GREEN

THE LEAGuE INSIdER SAYS:
Final nTrP ratings will be published by 
the UsTa in early december. 

remember: There are several websites 
that pretend to publish legitimate 
nTrP ratings. They are like the cheapo 
Halloween costumes that you bought for 
the kids this year ... the minute the fun 
is over, you toss them in the trash.

Teams listed in RED qualified to compete at the 2015 uSTA league national Championships.
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olorado has a long and 
storied tradition of top-
flight events that have 
drawn some of history's top 
players, including Bobby 

riggs, Jack Kramer, althea Gibson and 

dodo Bundy. This year, USTa colorado Male 
Player of the Year Chris Cooprider defeated 
defending champion Hayden Sabatka to win 
the 99th denver city open, while colorado 
Female collegiate Player of the Year Kelli 
woodman was a finalist at the Boulder 

open. colorado Tennis Hall of Famer Rhona 
Kaczmarczyk added to her overall "Big 
3" title count by capturing the colorado 
State open Women's doubles title with 
2015 Female Player of the Year Simona 
Bruetting.

C
Denver City open/june 13-21

men's open Singles
F (4) Chris Cooprider d. (5) Samir Iftikhar 6-4; 6-7(2); 6-3
SF (5) Samir Iftikhar d. (2) Yannik James 6-2; 6-3
SF (4) Chris Cooprider d. (1) Hayden Sabatka 6-4; 6-3

women's open Singles
F (2) Lauren Strasburger d. (4) Kelli Woodman 6-1; 6-2
SF (2) Lauren Strasburger d. (3) Sammie Watson 6-4; 6-4
SF (4) Kelli Woodman d. (1) Meagan Monaghan 1-6; 6-4; 6-3

men's open Doubles
F (1) Iftikhar/McDaniels d. (6) James/Loewenthal 7-6(4); 2-6; 6-3
SF (6) James/Loewenthal d. (4) Cooprider/Hillis 4-6; 6-3; 7-5
SF (1) Iftikhar/McDaniels d. (3) Haywood/Miller 6-4; 6-3

women's open Doubles
F (1) Strasburger/Watson d. Gallegos/Son 6-3; 6-1
SF Gallegos/Son d. (2) Monaghan/Porter 6-2; 5-7; 6-3
SF (1) Strasburger/Watson d. Greason/Ruegsegger 6-1; 6-4

mixed open Doubles
F (2) Porter/Sabatka d. Bass/Thompson 6-2; 6-2
SF (2) Porter/Sabatka d. Spreyer/Strasburger 6-3; 6-7; 6-3
SF Bass/Thompson d. Cooprider/Monaghan 7-6; 2-6; 7-6

Babolat Boulder open/july 18-26
men's open Singles

F (6) Bryan Mehall d. (8) Jevgenij Cariov 3-6; 7-6(4); 6-3
SF (8) Jevgenij Cariov d. Trent Broach 6-4; 7-5
SF (6) Bryan Mehall d. (7) Drew Machholz 7-6(5); 6-4

women's open Singles
F Sammie Watson d. Kelli Woodman 6-1; 7-5
SF Kelli Woodman d. (2) Carla Manzi 6-0; 6-2
SF Sammie Watson d. (1) Alexandra Aiello 6-1; 6-0

men's open Doubles
F (2) Haywood/cariov d. (1) Koprivica/Kuseski 4-6; 6-4; 7-6(4)
SF (2) Haywood/cariov d. (3) Hay-Arthur/Hay-Arthur 6-2; 6-3
SF (1) Koprivica/Kuseski d. (4) Flanigan/Vaithianathan 7-5; 6-3

women's open Doubles
Event not held in 2015

mixed open Doubles
F (3) Broach/Woodman d. (1) Johnson/Manzi 6-4; 1-6; 7-6(1)
SF (3) Broach/Woodman d. (2) Ruegsegger/Weiner 6-2; 6-4
SF (1) Johnson/Manzi d. (4) Diaz/Sperry 6-0; 6-0

Colorado State open/September 18-27
men's open Singles

F (2) Phillip Simmonds d. (4) Joel Kielbowicz 7-6; 6-3
SF (2) Phillip Simmonds d. (5) Ty Trombetta 6-1; 6-3
SF (4) Joel Kielbowicz d. (6) Henry Craig 6-3; 4-6; 7-5

women's open Singles
F (1) Petra Rampre d. Rebecca Weissmann 7-5; 1-0Ret (inj)
SF Rebecca Weissmann d. (2) Jacqueline Cako 6-4; 6-4
SF (1) Petra Rampre d. Gloria Son 6-0; 6-1

men's open Doubles
F (1) Kielbowicz/Witten d. Harbaugh/Nolen 7-5; 6-2
SF Harbaugh/Nolen d. (2) Craig/Gasson Wd (inj)
SF (1) Kielbowicz/Witten d. (3) Cooprider/Cariov 6-3; 3-6; 6-1

women's open Doubles
F (1) Bruetting/Kaczmarczyk d. (2) Matthews/Young 2-6; 6-3; 6-2
SF (2) Matthews/Young d. Marshall/Payne 6-3; 6-0
SF (1) Bruetting/Kaczmarczyk d. Gallegos/Son 6-4; 6-2

mixed open Doubles
F (1) Cako/Kielbowicz d. (2) Vaughan/Witten Wd (pc)
SF (2) Vaughan/Witten d. Ruegsegger/Weiner 6-3; 6-4
SF (1) Cako/Kielbowicz d. Cooprider/Weissmann 6-1; 6-3

adUlTTOURNAMENTS
Big ThREE RECAp

ChAmPIOnShIP rESulTS FrOm COlOrADO'S ThrEE "mAJOrS"

http://rennersports.com
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his issue of colorado Tennis centers around several key themes that are 
meaningful to our organization and the promotion of our sport. one trait 
of ours is the desire to avoid complacency and coupled with that is our 
willingness to change. Not for change’s sake and not always because 
there’s a financial benefit — but because the change is ultimately the right 

thing to do. The cover story highlights the fact that colorado is bucking a lot of downward 
trends and the sport in our state is energized and gaining a lot of positive momentum as we 
look to get more people involved in the game.

Without question USTa colorado’s strength is our people. We have an incredible Board 
of directors — with broad representation of members from regions across the state, of 
members diverse in their ethnicity and backgrounds — personally and professionally. 
This group is an excellent cross–section of our general population demographics as well 
as knowledge and involvement in the sport of tennis. couple that with our committee 
members, staff and the host of provider representatives, players, coaches, etc. and we have 
a tremendous collection of people who truly care about the game — and its development 
at all levels.

This touches another theme that is important to recognize and also essential to 
incorporate re: our past, present and hopefully future success — namely, our desire and 
ability to work collaboratively. one single organization cannot truly effect change and 
positive development statewide or industry-wide on its own. It takes a collaborative effort 
and in our case involves countless people and entities. 

colorado has ridden the wave of success with other Sections and districts when tennis 
has thrived, but we have also bucked many of the downward trends that have adversely 
affected our industry in other parts of the country. That is not to say that all our programs, 
initiatives and efforts have resulted in success. We’ve had some ‘less than stellar’ 
performances or outcomes from time to time. But overall and when assessing the majority 
of our efforts, colorado has seen very solid growth and stability year after year.

The mission statement of our association is straightforward — to promote the growth and 
development of tennis in the state of colorado. However, tied to that mission is the genuine 
and passionate interest to get more people (of all ages and backgrounds) involved in this 
sport so they can benefit from it. 

To do that we need to be open to new ideas and we need to assess (and where possible 
strengthen) our existing programs and initiatives. one of our greatest challenges is getting 
the word out about our sport to the general public. How to inform people of how much easier 
the game is to learn than ever before— how many programs and variety of offerings exist 
to accommodate those with interest, and where one can go to access these opportunities? 

Tennis is in a better place now and easier than ever before to pick up and have success 
(for all people). The programming — facilities and USTa offerings — is changing and 
improving in ways that cater to the lives of people who are busier than ever. 

and colorado is leading the way in countless efforts to expand the scope and reach of 
our sport. We have one of the largest (if not the largest) league menus in the country; our 
league participation — junior and adult — leads in a host of categories nationwide; our 
tournament offerings are bountiful and are changing to meet the times; our community 
outreach is a major focus, and is felt in large and small communities throughout the state; 
and few districts or Sections can match the publications and communications pieces that 
are produced here in colorado. 

Virtually all of the aforementioned areas have incorporated thoughtful and meaningful 
changes/modifications over the years. colorado tennis has not been complacent — and 
we’ll continue to look for ways to enhance what we do and how we do it. aNd we value all 
the ideas and leadership that have come from all corners of the tennis industry across the 
state. The ability for providers, industry organizations and USTa colorado to be open to 
innovation —  to effect change in well thought out ways is what has been a primary driver 
in our success over the years. We look forward to continuing that trend, which ultimately 
benefits everyone involved — individuals, communities and all those engaged in the tennis 
industry as a whole.

We’re delighted with the successes of 2015 and look forward to many more in the year 
and years to come!!!

THEBIGcHaIr
FrITZgARgER

USTa colorado EXEcUTIVE dIrEcTor
STATE oF ThE DiSTRiCT

nEwS FrOm uSTA COlOrADO hEADQuArTErS

T

Home with Private Tennis Court in Lone Tree $350K / MLS 7053690

Type MLS 7053690 or http://tinyurl.com/tennishouse in a browser.

Mona Beuthel Realtor (303-919-9644 C)
IamMona@comcast.net

This lovely red brick 
ranch sits up high with a 
view of Longs Peak and 
Mount Evans.
Backs to open space and 
features an Arboretum of 
Native Colorado Pines.

Features
•	 Private	Tennis	Court
•	 Large Perimeter Lot
•	 3 bedroom / 2 bath
•	 New Roof
•	 Auto Sprinkler System
•	 Air Conditioning
•	 Electrostatic Air Cleaner
•	 Garden Level Basement 

Windows
•	 Smoke free and Pet free

ADvERTiSiNg RESERvATioNS Now BEiNg 

ACCEpTED ThRoUgh DECEmBER 7

2016  BIG BOOK

OF  COLORAdO TENNIS

CONTACT KAREN ENGEL
karenengel628@gmail.com

http://www.coloradohomesiq.com/listing/7053690-788-mercury-circle-littleton-co-80124/
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THELASTWord
UN-BREAKiNg yoUTh SpoRTS

whEn IT COmES TO yOuTh AThlETICS, wE ShOulD rEmEmBEr ThE FIrST rulE OF hOlES
KUrTDESAUTElS

EdITor, colorado TENNIS

f you've read any of my ranting in the past, 
you're familiar with my personal feelings 
about kids and sports. If not, here's the 
short version: kids are good, sports are 
good. Put them together and they can 

become great.
But as you've read right here several times beforfe, kids 

and sports aren't necessarily enjoying the same mutually 
beneficial relationship that they've had in the past. In fact, 
fewer and fewer youth are playing sports these days, and 
that is very bad news for our kids. 

Traditional staples of american childhood, like baseball, 
basketball, softball and soccer are all feeling the pain, 
which is worrying public health officials, league organizers 
and professional sports organizations. 

It's not just about equipment and merchandise sales, 
organized sports play a crucial role in the development of 
our youth, and when 70% of kids quit sports by the age of 
13, that spells trouble for the future of our society.

active kids are less likely to be obese and are more likely 
to have higher test scores, attend college and have higher 
incomes. and guess what happens when those active kids 
become parents...they start the process over again with 
their children. 

The problem is that only 30% of kids are active into their 
teen years, and that number is diminishing each year.

Much of the blame is being leveled at a parent-driven 
culture of focusing on elite travel clubs, specialization in 
one sport and the pursuit of scholarships. let's have a 

quick look at some recent statistics.... More than 26 million 
children ages 6-17 played team sports in 2014, down nearly 
4% from 2009, according to the Sports and Fitness Industry 
association. Total sports (including individual activities) 
have plummeted by 10%.

While some of the drop-off is attributable to the recession, 
particularly in low-income urban areas, some experts are 
now voicing their fear that larger socioeconomic forces are 
in play. over the last two decades, there's been a shift to 
elite competition, especially in the suburbs, where children 
are specializing in one sport, and the less talented are left 
behind in recreational leagues that often send the message 
that those kids aren't good enough.

“The system is now designed to meet the needs of the 
most talented kids,” says Mark Hyman, a professor of 
sports management at George Washington University and 
the author of several books on youth sports. “We no longer 
value participation. We value excellence.”

as you might imagine, this emphasis on developing 
elite-level players at an early age did not begin with kids. 
The blame, say experts, sits squarely on the shoulders of 
parents. 

In the past 20 years, sports has become an investment 
to many parents — competitive youth sports are now a $7 
billion industry in the US — one that they believe could lead 
to a college scholarship, or even the professional ranks, 
even though the odds are increasingly poor. 

"Parents now start their kids in sports as toddlers, jockey 
to get them on elite travel teams at an early age, and spend 

small fortunes on private coaching, expensive equipment, 
swag and travel to tournaments," writes Michael rosenwald 
in the Washington Post.

Those who study the issue, like Tom Farrey of the aspen 
Institute, are more worried about the millions of kids who 
just want to play sports for fun but get the least attention.

“The rec leagues become much less sustainable,” he 
says. “These kids kind of know they are second-class, 
and they check out quickly. The quality of coaching isn’t 
as good. The kids fall behind. It becomes a compounding 
effect.”

When you ask kids what they like about sports, they don't 
include the cool uniforms or expensive equipment. They 
like positive team dynamics, trying hard, positive coaching 
and learning. and you know what they like most? 

"Having fun", No. 1.
"Winning" slotted in at No. 48. 
Here's the take-away.... Sports are very important for a 

child's development, but we, as parents, need to recognize 
the true value of sport. 

We need to put the joy back into sports by stressing 
sampling and free play at a young age. Perhaps most 
importantly, we should be encouraging age appropriate 
training that is in the best interest of the young athlete. 

as a community, we have the obligation to do and 
promote the right thing, and do right by our young athletes 
to give them the best chance to succeed at whatever path 
they follow in life.

I

• TENNIS, BASKETBALL & MULTI-USE COURTS

• REPAIRS, RESURFACING & CONSTRUCTION

• ALL COURTS, ALL SURFACES

• ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT

• FREE ESTIMATES

• CERTIFIED TENNIS COURT BUILDER ON STAFF

• SERVING COLORADO SINCE 1970

(303) 423-4303 www.coatingsinc.net

http://coatingsinc.net
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USTA COLORADO
BACK ROW: Kent Waryan , Fritz Garger, Kurt Desautels, Jason Colter, Dan Lewis, Jason Rogers. 
FRONT ROW: Kristy Harris, Lisa Schaefer, Paula McClain, Anita Cooper, Taylor McKinley.

USTA ColoRADo

gates Tennis Center

3300 E Bayaud Ave 

Suite 201

Denver, Co 80209

phone:303.695.4116

toll free: 800.531.7438

fax: 303.695.7631

league fax:303.695.6302

web: ColoRADoTENNiS.com

STAFF LISTING
Administration:
FrITz GArGEr
executive director, UsTa Co/CYTF
x204 fritz@coloradotennis.com

AnITA COOPEr
administrative assistant
x200 anita@coloradotennis.com

ThErESA DICkSOn
accountant
x208 theresa@coloradotennis.com

Junior Recreation:
DAn lEwIS
Junior leagues director
x207 dan@coloradotennis.com

CInDy mACmASTEr
Community Youth Tennis Coordinator
cindy@coloradotennis.com

Adult Leagues:
JASOn rOGErS
adult league Programs director, iT Coordinator
x202 jason.rogers@coloradotennis.com

TAylOr mCkInlEy
adult league Coordinator
x210 taylor@coloradotennis.com

kEnT wAryAn
adult league Coordinator
x210 kent@coloradotennis.com

Community/Grassroots Tennis:
krISTy hArrIS
Community development director
x300 kristy@coloradotennis.com

krISTy JEnkInS
Community Youth & school Tennis Coordinator
x301 schools@coloradotennis.com

Sponsorship/Development:
lISA SChAEFEr
associate executive director, UsTa Co/CYTF
x201 lisa@coloradotennis.com

Competitive Tennis/Player Development:
JASOn COlTEr
Player development & Tournaments director
x205 jason@coloradotennis.com 

Marketing/Diversity:
PAulA mCClAIn
Marketing & diversity director
x220 paula@coloradotennis.com

Publications:
kurT DESAuTElS
Creative & Communications director 
x203 kurt@coloradotennis.com

Information Technology:
GAry GOFF
information Technology & Technical support director
x303 support@coloradotennis.com 

2015 USTA COLORADO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DElEGATES AT-lArGE

Carolyn Peters (Highlands Ranch), President 
Ed Anderson (Thornton), Treasurer
Laurie Anderson (Greeley), Secretary
Taryn Archer (Denver)
Brett Haberstick (Nederland), Past President
John Martinez (Denver)
Rachel Morley (Denver)
George Tavarez (Castle Rock)
Debbie Yoder (Denver)

rEGIOnAl rEPrESEnTATIVES
Carol Baily (Mountain)
Cliff Digby (Western Slope)
Angela Finan (Boulder), Vice President
Dave Hill (Northern Colorado)
Mike Humphrey (Southern Colorado)

SPECIAl CATEGOry mEmBErS 
Barry Riddle (Colorado Tennis Umpires Association)
Nora Harrison (Diversity)
Ron Steege (US Professional Tennis Association)
Bill Trubey (Wheelchair Tennis)

ABOUT USTA COLORADO 
Founded in 1955, USTa colorado is a district affiliate 

of the United States Tennis association, and the 
governing body of tennis in colorado. Its mission 
is to promote and develop the growth of tennis in 
colorado, coordinating recreational and competitive 
tennis opportunities for players of all ages, abilities, 
and backgrounds. a not-for-profit organization, USTa 
colorado invests 100% of its resources into growing 
the game. 

We provide grants to organizations that want to 
introduce tennis to their communities and we offer 
scholarships to junior players who seek to take their 
game to the next level. We coordinate adult league 
play for more than 33,000 players across the state, 
and offer programs for junior players of all ages 
and abilities. our sanctioned tournament schedule 
offers more than 170 events this year, including 
opportunities for wheelchair athletes.

We are in the parks. We are in recreation centers 
and in private clubs. We are in schools helping 
physical education teachers introduce our kids to 
a game that they can play for a lifetime, keeping 
them fit and healthy. We believe that fundamental 
tennis principles like sportsmanship, hard work and 
personal responsibility translate into every area of 
life. Through tennis we are helping people realize 
their potential both on and off the court.

We are more than 23,000 members strong, but 
our scope is not confined to those players alone. 
We represent the half-million tennis players in our 
state, providing information and opportunities to 
play for each and every one of them. We reach out 
to all players, including those of diverse cultural 
backgrounds, mentally and physically challenged 
athletes, and under-served communities. diversity & 
Inclusion are core values and strategic priorities for 
USTa colorado. 

We invite you to find out more about the lifetime 
sport of tennis. We will help you find a court, find a 
program, find a league or find a team. We will help 
you put the FUN back in FITNESS. So whether you 
want to learn to play tennis, get back into the sport, or 
just find more opportunities to play the game, we’re 
here to help.

GRASSROOTS TENNIS IS OuR GAME. 
WE PLANT IT, GROW IT, ANd NuRTuRE IT.

WE’RE uSTA COLORAdO.
IT’S TIME TO PLAY.

photo by Kurt Desautels
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Legacy. It’s not just a sedan. It’s a Subaru. Well-equipped at $21,745**

Beneath the sculpted lines of the 2016 Legacy® lies the best-kept secret in the business. Subaru Symmetrical 

All-Wheel Drive and an astonishing 36 mpg.*  Combine that capability with the fact that it’s the longest-lasting 

midsize sedan in its class,† and you’ve got something you won’t find in other sedans. 

Love. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru.

Subaru and Legacy are registered trademarks. *EPA-estimated hwy fuel economy for 2016 Subaru Legacy 2.5i models. Actual mileage may vary. †Based on IHS Automotive, Polk U.S. total new light vehicle registrations in the model years 2004 
through 2014 (through October 2014) in the Non-Luxury Traditional Midsize Sedan segment for models that have been on the U.S. market for the entire ten-year time period. **MSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, tax, title, and 
registration fees. Retailer sets actual price. 2016 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Limited pictured has an MSRP of $29,935..

It’s always the quiet ones 
that surprise you.

http://www.subaru.com/vehicles/legacy/index.html
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Orchard

Belleview

Greenwood Athletic 
and Tennis Club

Q
uebec

Our new future 
DENVER location 
2480 S. Colorado Blvd. 

Denver, CO 80222
Opening Early 2016

Our Cherry Creek location will be moving to a 
new location in the University Hills shopping 
center in 2016. Let’s celebrate with a huge 

MOVING SALE

Enjoy the sale October 6 - 31 at our Cherry Creek, Centennial and Louisville locations. Sale exclusive to Cherry Creek after November 1st!

Hampden Ave

Yale Ave

Dartmouth Ave
C

olorado B
lvd

D
ahlia St

U
niversity B
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Iliff Ave

Evans Ave

N

25

* Some vendor exclusions apply. See store for details. Excludes Ball Machines, Balls, 
Court Equipment, Sale Items, Stringing and Labor. Sale on in-stock items only. Offers 

cannot be combined. No racquet trade-ins for credit in combination with this sale.

W W W . G A M E S E T M A T C H I N C . C O M

30% OFF
EVERYTHING

*

STARTING AT

Orchard

Belleview

Greenwood Athletic 
and Tennis Club

Q
uebec

Orchard

Belleview

Greenwood Athletic 
and Tennis Club

Q
uebec

http://gamesetmatchinc.com

