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After more than a decade of 

negative growth, tournament 

participation has grown by more 

than 16% in the last five years.

What's fueling the rise in 

tournament tennis?
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T e n n i S  C a m P S  aT  T h e  B rO a d m O O r
The Broadmoor Staff has been rated as the #1 teaching staff in the country
by Tennis Magazine for eight years running. Join us for one of our award-

winning camps this year. 

VOTED BY TENNIS MAGAZINE THE #3 BEST TENNIS RESORT AND

THE #1 TEACHING STAFF IN AMERICA

Summer 2010 Tennis Camps

June 28 – 30 Young Junior Camp (ages 8 – 12)  
July 5 – 7 Advanced Junior Camp (ages 12 – 18)
July 9 – 11 Adult Camp
July 16 – 18 Adult Camp
July 19 – 21 Intermediate Junior Camp (ages 10 – 15)
July 23 – 25 Family Camp
August 13 – 15 High School Prep Tennis Camp (ages 14 – 18)
August 20 – 22 Adult Camp
September 3 – 5 Adult Camp
September 10 – 12 Tennis & Culinary/Wine Camp
September 17 – 19 Adult Camp

• 4:1 student/pro (players are grouped with others of their level) 
Appropriate for levels 3.0 – 4.5. 

• Intensive instruction and supervised match play
• Dartfish video analysis
• Special camp gifts
• Special package rates with luxurious Broadmoor room included or 

commuter rate available.

Tennis Camps Include:

T h e  “ G r a n d  S l a m ”  T e n n i S  PaC k aG e
May 7 – September 26, 2010

Our Most Popular Summer Package

Includes room, incidental service fee, two drills per person, court time,
match-arranging and round-robins. We offer four drills each day –

for beginners to the most advanced levels of play. 
Starting at $205 per person, per night, double occupancy

S P E C I A L  S U M M E R  E V E N T
August 6 - 8

Adult Mixed Doubles Tournament & Social
(Combined 6.5 – 8.5)

Call For Our Complete 2010 Schedule. For information or reservations:
(800) 634-7711, ext. 6174 or email to:  tennis@broadmoor.com

Visit The Broadmoor Tennis Shop for the finest selection
of tennis apparel, footwear and equipment in Southern
Colorado!
www.broadmoor.com
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Meadow Creek
T e n n i s  &  F i T n e s s

www.MeadowCreekTennis.com
6305 WEST 6TH AVENUE IN LAKEWOOD • (303) 232-6272

GET FIT • HAVE FUN • MAKE FRIENDS2007 Private 
Facility of the Year

junior Lessons, LeaGues & CaMPs

LEARN-TO-pLAy, SOcIALS, cARDIO TENNIS

aduLT Lessons, driLLs, LeaGues

DON’T-MISS OUR 
suMMer sPeCiaLs
suMMer MeMbershiPs

$298 for June-August:  tennis, pool, fitness club

suMMer CourT Pass 
June 1–August 31: Unlimited indoor/outdoor court 
pass $138/adults; juniors/$88 – buy before April 30, just 
$108/$78

“PersonaLiZed serViCe aT onLine PriCes”

Meadow Creek 
Tennis Pro shoP

oPen To The PubLiC
racquets • bags • shoes

clothing • tennis accessories
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the benefits of membershipjoin the usta
adult LEAGUE TENNIS

One of the country's largest recreational league tennis 
menus, the Colorado Adult League Series provides orga-
nized and structured team matches for nearly 28,000 
men and women throughout the state. Whether you're 
a beginner or you're in a league of your own, we've got 
a team for players like you.

FREE PUBLICATIONS
Colorado Tennis newspaper
The BIG BOOK OF COLORADO TENNIS
Tennis Magazine
USTA & SMASH Magazine

tournament tennis
Sanctioned tournament play is wrongly thought to be 

for “serious competitors only.” But in Colorado, there is 
a tournament for every level player, novice to expert. 
And with more than 160 events featuring divisions for 
kids under 10 to seniors 90 and up, there’s no age limit 
for having fun. 

FIND OUT MORE
Visit USTA.com/membership for more information, to 

become a USTA member, or to change your address.

It's Your Game. © 2007 Colorado Tennis Association
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About COLORADO TENNIS
Colorado Tennis (USPS #013-371) is the official 
publication of USTA Colorado, a District of the United 
States Tennis Association. It is published quarterly 
(March, June, September & December), plus a spe-
cial keeper issue in February – The Big Book of 
Colorado Tennis.

Free subscriptions are available, contact the editor.
Periodical postage paid at Denver, CO.

POSTMASTER, SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:
USTA Colorado
3300 E Bayaud Ave, Suite 201
Denver, CO 80209

Colorado Tennis Editor
Kurt Desautels, Phone: 303.695.4116 x203
Email: kurt@coloradotennis.com
 
Advertising
Karen Engel, Phone: 303.322.4266
Email: advertising@coloradotennis.com

Visit our website for advertising rate cards: 
coloradotennis.com

6 	 TOURNAMENT TENNIS IS ON THE RISE
Most of the tennis world is all abuzz with headlines focusing on 
the new tennis boom. 

More than 30 million Americans hit the courts in 2009, a good 
percentage coming from hugely popular league programs. 

And while league numbers continue to break records year after 
year, tournament play has quietly joined in the party. In the last 
five years, Colorado tournament participation has jumped 16% 
overall, and more than 80% in the junior championship division.

What's fueling this trend? Colorado Tennis goes behind the 
numbers to find out.

cover story

spotlight
17	 a matter of tennis

A group of retired 
gentlemen in Colorado 
Springs are proving that 
tennis is indeed, the sport 
for a lifetime.

highfive
18	 H5.04

A set of five profiles 
on folks young and not 
so young who deserve 
recognition for their efforts 
and accomplishments on 
and off the court.

collegebound
	24	 marketing u

Part 2 of USTA Colorado's  
series on finding the right 
tennis college.

departments

photo by Kurt Desautels
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Colorado’s Premier Athletic & Tennis Club 
the top players > the best coaching > the perfect combination

Good luck to our 50+ USTA Tennis Teams this summer season.

Inverness | 303.790.7777    Monaco | 303.758.7080

Call 303.861.5646 or visit ColoradoAthleticClubs.com to receive
3 days complimentary access and to learn more about our other Front Range Locations.

*Restrictions may apply. Must be local resident, age 18 or older with valid photo ID. First time guest only. ©2010 Wellbridge
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THECOVERSTORY

The boom.It's been a hot topic in 

virtually every major tennis 

publication for over a year 

now. The headlines read:
Racquet sales up.

Ball sales up. 

Court time up. 

30 million players.

Much of the attention 

has been focused 

on leagues, a long-

standing barometer 

of tennis health. Here 

in Colorado alone, 

adult leagues have 

skyrocketed up, 

growing more than 

50% in the last 
decade alone.Meanwhile, 

tournament tennis 

– league tennis' 
older, more 

traditional sibling – 

has been flat since 
the late 90s. Until recently.Since 2004, Colorado 

tournament 

participation has 

climbed by 16%.In that same 
time, junior 

championship 

events have seen 
participation 

jump 80%, while 

satellite play has 

gone up 20%.

continued....
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Adults (change in participation since 2008 in parentheses)

South Suburban Valentine's Day Classic (^80%)
Lynmar Senior Indoor (^82%)
Austin Scott (^24%)
Paper Cup (^22%)
Clyde Rogers (^24%)

juniors
mountain ocean junior open (^21%)
northern colorado Junior Open (^50%)
Lewis tennis mid-summer Open (^44%)
Jim Kasic memorial junior open (^27%)
denver city junior open (^28%)

the big 3
denver city open (^10%)
babolat boulder open (^8%)
colorado state open (^27%)

Behind The Numbers
But it's not just the kids who are playing more tournaments. Adult numbers are up, too. 

Adult Championship events (Open level) have seen a sharp increase in players, jumping 58% 
in the last half-decade. 

Meanwhile, Family Doubles events are also pushing skyward, climbing 56% in that time. 
And after a few years of decline in the middle half of this decade, NTRP events have recap-
tured their luster, jumping 10% since 2007. 

The only adult divisions not experiencing healthy growth in the last few years are the 
Senior/Age Division events, which have been steadily declining since their peak in the early 
90s. 

So what's going on? 
One theory is simply that tournaments are enjoying the same bump that the rest of the 

tennis world is experiencing. Another theory is that more and more juniors are leaving other 
traditional sports to play tennis, which is partially backed up by recent trends.

Still another theory is that after a decade of flat numbers, tournament directors are more 
willing to experiment with unique and different formats – round-robin and consolation draws 
– to offer more value for tournament players.

"Let's be honest," says Jason Colter, USTA Colorado Player Development and Tournaments 
Director, "no one likes the idea of paying $25 to play a tournament and losing in the first 
round."

At the same time, says Colter, many events have also added value for players by reducing 
the time commitment to play in the tournament, offering one-day and weekend-only events in 
lieu of the traditional week-long event.

"Regardless of age, players like to know how much time they need to commit to a tourna-
ment," says Colter. "Junior players often have other sporting commitments, or school-related 

events that are hard to reschedule. By offering one-day or weekend tournaments, many juniors 
feel they can commit to the event and not miss out on their other opportunities."

This can be especially important for parents, Colter adds, who are often tasked with trying 
to get a household of kids to different activities. 

"Some facilities are offering a swim-and-smash type event, where kids can be dropped off 
first thing in the morning, play a couple matches, have lunch, go swimming, then play an 
afternoon full of tennis. Those tournament directors have added a huge amount of value to 
their entry fee, and parents are noticing."

For Zach Smith, the tournament director of the Denver City Open and Director of Tennis at 
the Denver Tennis Club, tournament tennis is a natural extension of people seeking a healthy 
lifestyle.

"We have new members enrolling in order to improve their fitness, and they get paired up 
with a new league team. They wind up making some new friends, having a great time, and 
if they win a few league matches, they get their competitive juices flowing. The next thing you 
know, they're asking their teammates to play in tournaments," says Smith.

Another DTC event, the Denver City Junior Open, has had great growth in the past few 
years, which Smith attributes to a hugely popular junior development program.

"Our junior team tennis numbers are way up," he says, adding that kids are quick to 
emulate their tennis heroes, even if they aren't always American-born. That translates to a 
whole generation of Federer and Nadal wannabes taking to the courts at 4th and Forest in 
Denver.

At South Suburban Parks & Recreation, which hosts the first adult tournament of the year 
(the annual Valentine’s Day Classic), they have earned a reputation for running quality events, 
which has translated into huge growth over the last couple of years.

Vicki Holthus is the tournament director for all five adult and six junior tournaments that 

continued from previous page

ten hot sanctioned events
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South Suburban hosts each year at their three facilities (Littleton Golf & Tennis, Holly Tennis 
Center and Lone Tree Park & Tennis Center). She credits her staff, and their effort, for the 
increase in tournament participation over the last couple years. "We have a lot of fun with [the 
Valentine's Day] tournament, playing on the Valentine's Day theme, with Hershey's Kisses, 
Candy Hearts, to participant gifts and trophies that 'have a heart',” says Holthus. From her 
perspective, it's important to have fun with the participants and to accommodate their requests 
as much as possible. In the last two years, the Valentine's Day event has grown from 242 
players to 433 this year. That's a huge challenge for a February event in Colorado, where 
outdoor matches are typically impossible, but Holthus and her staff made it work by coordinat-
ing some creative scheduling with players. 

"One year the weather was in our favor and we played several of the first round matches 
outdoors," says Holthus. "Another year we put matches on earlier than 4pm on the weekdays 
and started at 6am on Saturday & Sunday. The players were very accommodating."

That kind of give and take is only possible when you offer outstanding customer service, 
says Holthus, who was recently named a Tennis In the Parks (TIP) Peer Advisor. Tennis In The 
Parks is a joint USTA/National Recreation and Park Association initiative to help grow the 
game in public facilities across the nation. In her position, Holthus will mentor other parks and 
recreation entities on how to create, expand, accentuate tennis programs, and learn about 
grants and what Tennis In the Parks is all about. 

Play For A Cause
Beyond rising participation in sanctioned events, there is a growing number of charity 

events that are starting to gain traction as well. Charity tournaments frequently package 
player mixers, round-robin draws, pro-ams, and fun and unique giveaways in order to 
maximize value to participants. And while some are not technically "tournaments", the social 
atmosphere of the events helps to tame the fierce competitive drive and makes the experience 
more fun for some participants.

The Debbie Boose Memorial Tournament, which benefits Pathways Hospice in Larimer 
County, is one such example. 

"Our numbers get stronger every year," says Kristy Harris, whose mother is the namesake 

of the event. "The response from the community has been incredible. We had 214 players in 
2008, and this year we were up to 287 participants."

Harris says that they've added divisions and numerous tennis-related community activities 
since the event began 10 years ago, all in an effort to serve the interests of the tennis com-
munity and draw more people to the event each year. 

"We love to cater to families," says Harris, "so adding Family Doubles divisions has been 
great for us." She adds, "The addition of a QuickStart clinic for the 10 and under crowd 
helps us to really focus on tennis as a family activity. That's really what the tournament is all 
about, celebrating family."

Other charity events – like the Tennis Marathon for Breast Cancer at the Harvest House 
in Boulder, the 24-Hour  Tennis Marathon at Arvada Tennis Center and the Great Education 
Colorado Family Festival and Tennis Open at Gates Tennis Center – combine drills, lessons 
and fun for the whole family, all in the name of a good cause. When participants get to expe-
rience some fun competition, they become more comfortable with the notion of competing in 
other events, and as a result, sanctioned tournament play gets a bump.

More Players = More Players
The good news about the increase in tournament participation is that every player who 

registers for a tournament is helping to grow tennis in Colorado. A portion of each registration 
fee in a sanctioned tournament is funneled back into programs for under-served kids, adopt-a-
court grants and program grants for communities looking to expand their tennis offerings. 

"Sustainable growth in tournament participation is very important to the future of tennis 
in Colorado," says Fritz Garger, Executive Director of USTA Colorado. "Our association 
provides financial assistance to many organizations in need. With tennis experiencing such 
tremendous growth over the last decade, we've been able to expand our reach to entities 
across the state that simply don't have the money to offer tennis to communities."

With nearly 170 sanctioned tournaments on this year's calendar, and dozens of other com-
munity charity tournaments and play for a cause events, chances are that players of virtually 
any age, level or interest can find a tournament that suits their style. Go play!  

3

coverstory continued from previous page
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Lebsack hosts Randy Snow Colorado Memorial Tennis Social 
A memorial tennis social will be held at Redstone Park (Lebsack Tennis Center) in Highlands 

Ranch on Sunday, June 27, from 3-8pm to celebrate the life of Randy Snow, who passed 
away in November while conducting a tennis clinic in El Salvador. He was 50 years old. 

A frequent visitor to Colorado, leading numerous tennis camps throughout the 1990s, 
Snow was one of the greatest wheelchair athletes in history, winning the US Open singles 
championship 10 times. He was a singles & doubles gold medalist at the Barcelona 
Paralympics Games in 1992, a silver medalist in the 1500-meter track event at the 1984 
Los Angeles games & a member of the bronze medal winning wheelchair basketball team 
in the 1996 Atlanta Paralympic Games. In 2004, Snow was the first paralympian inducted 
into Olympic Hall of Fame. All those interested in attending the memorial are encouraged 
to bring your tennis gear and share your memories of how Randy impacted your life. Please 
RSVP to jshafroth@comcast.net as early as possible. 

 
Shields brothers dominate 50th Annual Elam Classic

Luke and Clancy Shields dominated their hometown tourney, as the Elam Classic pro invi-
tational celebrated its 50th year with one of its deepest and strongest fields in years. With a 
$10,000 purse, the Grand Junction event draws some of the best players in the Intermountain 
region.

After a predictable first round where the seeds took care of business, unseeded Stephen 
Nolen (Centennial) drew first blood in the round of 16, upending No.6 seed Richard Johnson 
(Grand Junction). Then it was No. 5 Luke Shields taking out fourth-seeded Phillip Eilers of Salt 
Lake City, in the quarterfinals. The semifinals were set, with Clancy (No. 2) taking on former 
ATP tour player Oren Motevassel (No. 3), and Luke taking on top seed Cory Ross (Littleton), 
who was trying to make history by winning an unprecedented fifth singles title. Ross is tied 
with three other players with four Elam Classic titles. He won it in 2003, 2006, 2007 and 
2008. The other four-time champions are Jim Landin (1963, ‘65, ‘66, ‘69), Kent Woodard 
(1971, ‘73, ‘74, ‘84) and Martin Barba (1991, ‘92, ‘94 and ‘96).

In one semi, Clancy took down Motevassel in straight sets, while older brother Luke 
avenged a loss in last year's semifinal to take down Ross in three sets. Clancy got the best 
of his older brother in the all-Shields final, 7-5,6-2. 

The brothers were equally dominant in the doubles draw, sweeping through their first two 
matches dropping only six games. In the final, they faced Ross and Johnson, who upset 
Denver's Willie Dann and Lew Miller in the semifinals. The Shields took the first set 6-3, then 
dropped the second in a tiebreak before storming back to win the third 6-2. For their domi-
nance, Clancy earned $3,700 in overall prize money, while Luke picked up $2,200.

Tom Van Fleet started the tournament, called the Bookcliff Country Club Invitational, in 
1960. The event was later run by Carter Elliott, who helped bring sponsors and prize money 
to the tournament. Harold Elam, founder of Elam Construction, picked up sponsorship of the 
tournament in 1983.

Eilers, Pegula claim Intermountain US Open Qualifier event
Phillip Eilers (Salt Lake City, UT) and Jessica Pegula (Baco Raton, FL) grabbed a bit of US 

Open history, winning the Intermountain US Open Sectional Qualifier event, held June 16-20 
at Gates Tennis Center. After losing in the quarterfinals at the Elam Classic, Eilers found the 
Front Range more to his liking, whipping through the men's draw without losing a set. Pegula 
enjoyed the mile high air as well, dropping a mere six games en route to the title. 

Two of the Colorado's top juniors made impressive runs at the event. Taylor Sargent, 
a recent Cherry Creek High School graduate, and Jessika Mozia, the 4A High School 
Champion, each reached the semifinal round.

With their wins, Eilers and Pegula earned a spot at the National Qualifier, where just 16 
men and 16 women will compete for a spot into the US Open Qualifying Tournament at the 
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, August 24-27, 2010. The Atlanta Athletic Club 
in Atlanta, GA will host the Men’s Championship, July 22-25, and the Taube Family Tennis 
Stadium at Stanford University will host the Women’s Championship, July 29-August 1. 

USTA names Colorado scholarship winners
USTA Serves, the National Charitable Foundation of the United States Tennis Association, 

announced that two Colorado students were among the 70 high schoolers across the nation 
who will receive a variety of college scholarships, totaling $398,000.

Seniors Samantha Engel (Thornton) of Mountain Range High School and Jared Leventhal 
(Arvada) of Pomona High School will each receive a $6,000 college education scholarship. 
They were selected for excelling academically, demonstrating community service and partici-

nouns in the news
People, places & things doing this, that and the other.

THEBUZZ

Intermountain juniors kick off RTC in Vegas
On April 7, 2010, the USTA announced that the Amanda and Stacy Darling Memorial 

Tennis Center in Las Vegas, Nevada, was selected as a USTA Certified Regional Training 
Center. To kick off this announcement, the tennis center hosted the first of six camps this 
year for 24 kids ages 7-12 years old from around the Intermountain Section. At each of 
the camps, coaches from around the Section plus a roving USTA National Coach will be 
on-hand to work with the kids, helping them tune their games for the next level of competi-
tion.

Six Colorado kids, and one Colorado coach, attended the first camp, held in May. The 
players were Samantha Martinelli, Kalyssa Hall, Tate Schroeder, Max Wild, Tom Melville 
and Brett Finan. USTA High Performance Coach Sue Burke represented Colorado at the 
camp.

The Colorado contingent and other campers from around the Section were treated to 
three days of rigorous tennis training with USTA National Coach Roger Smith and USTA 
Director of Coaching Education and Sport Science Paul Lubbers.

SBL crowns champs of winter session
USTA Colorado's Senior Breakfast League wrapped up the winter session, crowning the 
3.0/3.5 champions: (left to right) Kay Karet, Holly McDonell, Tom Lew, Donlie Smith, 
Perry Peine, (bottom) captain Bob Preston, Nancy Eicher. Not pictured is Polly Wirtz.

photo courtesy of USTA Intermountain

photo courtesy of Brad Brehmer
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Meanwhile,  back at  The Ranch...

11887 Tejon Street, Westminster

We offer Annual Tennis Memberships, and an 
extensive array of Adult and Junior programs. 

Come and check out our limited winter 
drop-in programs, open to non-members.

Visit 
THERANCHCC.com 

for details.

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
contact Miikka Keronen, Director of Tennis, 

at 303/469-5372, or email 
miikkak@theranchcc.com.

Director of Tennis: Miikka Keronen
Staff Professional: Aki Iino
Adult Coordinator: Nora Harrison
Junior Coordinator: Ryan Walker

RANCH CC TENNIS SHOOTOUT 
TL# 257214010

MWsdMXd 2.5,3.0,3.5,4.0,4.5,5.0 
DESIGNATED 3.5/5.0
6/6-6/13, deadline 5/31

RANCH ROUNDUP
TL# 257216510

BGsd 10,12,14,16,18 
DESIGNATED Satellite
6/26-6/30, deadline 6/19

Thanks to all the 2010 Northern 
Extreme and 2010 Ranch Indoor 
Open players. 

Join us for the 2010 Ranch Country 
Club Shootout and 2010 Ranch 
Roundup in June.

Cortez community celebrates life of Harkendorff
The small community of Cortez, Colorado came together this spring to celebrate the life 

of Jim Harkendorff, a long-time resident and tennis teacher. A civil engineer, Harkendorff 
had moved to the area in the late 1970s. After retiring, he started teaching a summer 
youth tennis program, eventually becoming the coach for the local high school boys and 
girls tennis teams.

In his honor, the City of Cortez established a memorial to Jim, the Harkendorff Tennis 
Bleachers, at the local recreation center tennis courts. Cortez, population 8,757, is nestled 
in southwest Colorado, just north of Mesa Verde National Park and a mere 25 miles from 
Four Corners.

pating in an organized tennis program. 
One objective of USTA Serves is to encourage children to pursue their goals and highest 

dreams by succeeding in school and becoming responsible citizens. “USTA Serves is proud 
to be able to contribute almost $400,000 to help these deserving students across the country 
to begin their college careers,” said Deborah Slaner Larkin, Executive Director, USTA Serves. 
“It is our hope and firm belief that these young men and women will continue to positively 
impact the sport of tennis and the world at large throughout their lives.”

	
USTA awards rec tennis grants to three Colorado organizations

Recently, the USTA announced more than $315,000 in recreational tennis grants to non-
profit organizations across the country as a part of its community-building initiative. Three 
Colorado organizations were among the 38 entities to receive the grants: Ricardo Flores 
Magon Academy, Inc. (Westminster) received $5,000, Tennis Mania, Inc. (Pueblo) received 
$5,000, and Net Results Junior Tennis (Denver) received $4,000. In addition, Net Results 
was awarded a USTA Serves Aces for Kids Grant in the amount of $7,500 to increase chil-
dren's academic and life skills through the sport of tennis. 

Berman named PTR member of the year for Colorado
Rich Berman (Boulder) was named Colorado Professional Tennis Registry Member of 

the Year for Colorado. PTR presented Rich his award during its 2010 International Tennis 
Symposium, February 12-18, 2010, at PTR Headquarters on Hilton Head Island, South 
Carolina. Berman is the owner of Rich’s Tennis School in Erie. The personal coach to David 
Hall, Gold Medalist at the 2000 Paralympics in Sydney, Australia, he has also coached 
nine Colorado State Singles Champions. In 1999, Berman was named PTR Volunteer of the 
Year.

Potter gets the nod at Cherry Hills
Colorado native Andy Potter has assumed the helm at Cherry Hills Country Club following 

the retirement of long-time Director of Tennis, Dave Romberg. Potter, a junior standout at Regis 
Jesuit, has spent the last decade as a tennis pro at Colorado Athletic Club Inverness. Potter's 
playing resume includes Colorado State Open and Denver City Open Championships, with 
coaching stints at his high school alma mater and with Team Colorado. 

Tennis, Art and Culture combine at USTA Colorado 
2nd Annual Diversity TennisFest Series

In conjunction with Cinco de Mayo, Colorado Black Arts Festival and the Colorado 
Dragon Boat Festival, USTA Colorado will host the 2010 Celebrating Diversity TennisFest 
Series. By marrying arts and culture with athletics, participants will have access to commu-
nity resources and information about various tennis programs offered throughout the city. In 
addition, festival goers will be able to participate in a healthy family activity in a fun festive 
environment while learning the benefits of the great, life-long sport of tennis. 

After last year’s success with reaching out to a whole new generation of tennis players, 
USTA Colorado is looking forward again to bringing a healthy, family activity in a fun 
festive environment while learning the benefits of the great, life-long sport of tennis at this 
summer’s festivals. Collectively, nearly a quarter of million-festival goers were exposed to 
tennis. Partnering with Denver Parks and Recreation, a variety of tennis activities will be 

conducted including QuickStart Tennis, a new learning format for kids 10 and under. People 
are encouraged to come out and participate in free tennis instruction and games for all ages 
and abilities. 

In 2009, more than 100 youth received tennis racquets thanks to Qwest Pioneers, the 
largest industry employee volunteer network, who is returning as a sponsor to provide tennis 
racquets to youth who participate in the tennis clinic. “It was an awesome experience work-
ing together with USTA Colorado to impact Denver’s under-served communities through ten-
nis,” said Sylvia Johansen, Qwest Pioneers Auraria Council President. “We are very excited 
about continuing the partnership to achieve our community outreach priorities in education, 
youth and diversity communities. 

“The TennisFest Series enables USTA Colorado to participate in the summer cultural events 

continued on page 12
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QuickStart anyone? 
After a year of planning and anticipation, the brand new QuickStart Tennis courts at Eldorado K-8 in 

Superior are nearly ready for prime time. The installation of the four 36-foot courts (right) at Eldorado 
make it officially the first permanent QuickStart Tennis facility in Colorado. The regulation 78-foot 
court (left) has been lined for a 60-foot court as well, for the slightly older kids who have mastered the 
36-foot format. More than half of the $20,000 reconstruction cost was funded through USTA and USTA-
Intermountain grants, along with $3,800 from the Boulder Valley School District. The remainder of the 
money came from private donations.

QuickStart Tennis facilities have been popping up all over the nation, as more and more tennis facilities 
look to provide age-, size-, and ability-specific tennis programming for their 10 and under clientele. 

USTA Colorado Community Development Director Kristy Harris hopes that Eldorado isn't alone in 
recognizing the value of the QuickStart formula. "Now that the first QuickStart facility has been built 
in Colorado, we anticipate other communities will see first-hand the positive impact that can be made 
on kids through tennis when the right size courts and appropriate format are readily available. The col-
laboration between the community, Boulder Valley School District and USTA provides a perfect model 
for many more QuickStart facility projects throughout Colorado in the future."

colorado’s best-kept 

tennis secret

just inches from denver

Denver Tennis Club
...since 1928

Denver Tennis Club
400 Forest Street, Denver, CO 80220

303 322 4524 • www.denvertennisclub.com

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES

Hill Top Neighborhood Location 

Court Surfaces (Clay & Hard)...Never any Court Fees!

Pro-Shop & Clubhouse

Year-Round Play

Highly Qualified Teaching Staff

"Home of Denver City Open"

NEW MEMBER SPECIAL – NO DUES FOR 1 YEAR!

Facilities can get half-off 
new QuickStart lines 

The United States Tennis Association is 
offering funding assistance to tennis facilities 
and organizations looking to paint perma-
nent lines for 36- and 60-foot QuickStart 
Tennis courts, designed for children 10 and 
under. The funding assistance – 50% of the 
cost of the lines – is offered through the 
USTA’s Facility Assistance Services.

The QuickStart Tennis format gets kids into 
the game by using shorter courts, shorter 
racquets, lower pressure balls and modified 
scoring, ensuring children have fun while 
learning tennis. A standard 78-foot court can 
accommodate four 36-foot QST courts, or 
one 60-foot court.

Many tennis facilities have painted permanent QuickStart 
Tennis lines onto regular-size courts, which aids in setting up for 
children’s tennis programs. The QST lines are usually in a color 
shade related to the surface of the court, so that they are unob-
trusive when the standard 78-foot court is used. (The Rules of 
Tennis do allow USTA National/Sectional/District events or tour-
naments to be played on courts with additional lines, such as 
those used for the QST format, and recently the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association approved a rule change to allow its competi-
tion courts to have permanent QST tennis lines.)

While the national USTA office provides 50% funding assis-
tance, some USTA sections also offer additional funding for 
painting permanent lines. To apply for national USTA funding, 
complete the application at http://ct.usta.com/pfa/ prior 
to the start of the project.

For more about the QuickStart Tennis format, please visit 
quickstarttennis.com.

photo courtesy of Boulder Valley School District
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Sunday, August 22
Gates Tennis Center

and provide free on-court tennis instruction to children who may not otherwise have the 
opportunity to learn about tennis and inspire a whole new generation of tennis players,” said 
Paula McClain, USTA Colorado Marketing and Diversity Director.

What:	2010 USTA Colorado Celebrating Diversity TennisFest Series
When/Where:	
	 Colorado Black Arts Festival at Denver City Park, July 10-11, 2010 
	 Colorado Dragon Boat Festival at Sloans Lake Park, July 24-25, 2010

Share your love of tennis: volunteer at USTA Colorado's Celebrating Diversity TennisFest
Looking for an opportunity to share your passion for tennis and give back to the game? 

Are you a high school or junior tennis player looking for volunteer hours? USTA Colorado has 
a place for you! A variety of tennis activities will be conducted including QuickStart Tennis 
to introduce tennis and encourage league participation to a whole new generation of tennis 
players. Volunteer two (2) or more hours at any of the following Denver-area events: 

Colorado Black Arts Festival at Denver City Park
July 10 & 11 (9am-6pm)
• Information booth – July 10 & 11 
• QuickStart Tennis and other on-court kids activities at the tennis courts – July 10 
• Information booth – July 10 & 11 

Dragon Boat Festival at Sloans Lake Park
July 24 & 25 (9am-6pm) 
• Information booth – July 24 & 25 
• QuickStart Tennis and other on-court kids activities at the tennis courts – July 24 

For more information, or to volunteer, please contact Paula McClain <paula@coloradoten-
nis.com>, 303/695-4116 ext. 220.

Tennis Marathon for Breast Cancer returns to Harvest House 
Sunday, August 22 marks the 6th year of the Tennis Marathon for Breast Cancer, a one-

day community tennis event helping to provide financial assistance to families dealing with 
breast cancer. Be prepared for a fun-filled day of playing and drilling – be on the courts for 
1 to 9 hours! Sign up or start a team for this worthy cause. For more information please visit 
cubuffs.com/tennis or email Nicole Kenneally at tm4bc@yahoo.com. Event includes t-shirt, 
door prizes, silent auction and dinner. The title sponsor for the event is the Etkin Johnson 
Group. 

What: 6th Annual Tennis Marathon for Breast Cancer
When: Sunday, August 22, 2010          
Where: Millennium Harvest House, Boulder, Colorado
Times: All Day – flexible; Play 8am-5pm, Dinner to follow
 

Arvada Tennis Center hosts "Extreme 24-Hour Tennis Marathon"
The Arvada Tennis Center is hosting a unique tennis event in August benefiting The 

Children's Hospital. The "Extreme 24 Hour Tennis Marathon" starts Friday, August 27 and 
ends Saturday August 28, and features 24 hours of non-stop tennis. Participants can win 
hourly prizes while taking part in free drills with tennis pros. Form your own team or join an 
existing one. For more information contact the Arvada Tennis Center at 303/420-1210 or 
email Michele Crouse at michelec@apexprd.org. Sponsorship opportunities available.

Great Ed CO Family Festival & Tennis Open back for third year
Don’t miss the 3rd Annual Great Education Colorado Family Festival & Tennis Open, slated 

for Sunday, September 12 from 1-4pm at the Denver Tennis Club. There will be 12 courts of 
non-stop fun including free drills and lessons, prize courts, a QuickStart court (for 3-6 year 
olds), and competitive and noncompetitive play courts.  Food and drink will be provided 
from a variety of local merchants including: Bombay Clay Oven, Kona Grill, Gourmet Fine 
Catering, Domino's Pizza and Colorado Liquor Mart. Live entertainment, a silent auction, 
and prizes will be available for everyone. Great Education Colorado is a leading grassroots 
organization focused on increasing Colorado's long-term investment in education, from pre-
school through college. Joining Great Ed in their mission to improve investment in public edu-
cation will be well known area tennis pros and a variety of notable persons from the metro 
Denver community. Register today at greateducation.org/tennis. For further information, 
call Patty at 303/722-5901 or email patty@greateducation.org.

Twilight League/USTA Senior League update
The USTA Colorado league department will publish Twilight and USTA Senior schedules 

on July 9, instead of July 2. 

Colorado Tennis returns in September
Got a story or a photo to share with the Colorado tennis community? Submit your ideas 

for the fall issue of COLORADO TENNIS, which will arrive at your doorstep in September. 
The deadline to get your story/photo submitted is August 11. Send it to kurt@coloradotennis.
com. 3
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USTA Colorado welcomes Sutphin to staff
USTA Colorado recently brought former intern Jarret 

Sutphin into the fold on a permanent, part-time basis. 
Sutphin, an intern with USTA Colorado in 2009, will assist 
the Adult and Junior League departments with a variety of 
tasks.

Born and raised in Denver-Metro area, Jarret's passion 
for tennis began at Meadow Creek when he was 12 years 
old, taking lessons from Paula Coulter, Alden Bock and Art 
Quinn. 

"Art nicknamed me Crash because I would always be 
scraped up from diving for balls on the hard court or run-
ning into the fence chasing down a lob," recalls Jarret. 

He attended high school at Foothills Academy, a small 
private school in Wheat Ridge, but played hockey and ten-
nis for Wheat Ridge High School, where coach Tom Sabus 
taught him all the doubles strategy he could handle. 

"He taught me stuff that I will use for the rest of my life in 
terms of how to play doubles," says Jarret.

As part of his high school senior project, Jarret organized 
and taught a tennis clinic for underprivileged children in 
Baja, Mexico. He was able to get used racquets donated 
from clubs around town for the children to keep and 
then court time and instructors for the three day clinic in 
Mexico. 

Jarret graduated from high school in 2005, and attended 
college in St. Augustine, FL at Flagler College where he 
was president of the tennis club and captained their club 
tennis team competing against national powerhouses of 
University  of Miami, University of Florida and Florida State 
University. 

During the summers, he returned to Colorado, teaching 
the junior summer program and running the junior team ten-
nis teams at Evergreen Tennis and Fitness Center. 

Jarret completed his senior internship project with USTA 
Colorado in 2009, "loving every minute of it." After gradu-
ating with Sport Management major and minor in Business 
Administration, Jarret returned to USTA Colorado, this time 
as a paid summer assistant to Junior Leagues Director Dan 
Lewis helping out with the Colorado Junior Team Tennis 
league. After another seasonal job in the fall working fan 
services for the Denver Broncos, he jumped at the chance to 
get back with USTA Colorado. 

Jarret is a natural fit for USTA Colorado, says Fritz 
Garger, Executive Director.

"He grew up here in the Denver area, and has spent a lot 
of time as an intern for us, and as a volunteer for our many 
events and programs. His work ethic and approach to each 
aspect of the position were exceptional. He assisted with 
virtually each of the departments and learned a lot about 
our operations and systems. There's not much of a learning 
curve he'll have to go through, having spent so much time 
with us already. His attitude, professionalism and desire to 
provide the highest level of customer service make him a 
great fit and asset to our organization. We’re excited to 
have him on board. " 

Jason Rogers, Director of Adult Programs, agrees.
"Jarret did an outstanding job for our organization during 

his internship and he has continued his tremendous work 
now that he has come on-board as a part-time employee."

Jarret's primary role will be to assist the Adult and Junior 
League departments through the busy summer season, help-
ing schedule the Colorado Junior Team Tennis league and 
coordinate adult programs with current USTA Colorado 
league staff Kailey Jonas and Taylor McKinley. 

"I’m extremely excited to be able to stay within the tennis 
world and to be a part of this life long sport,” Jarret said. 
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colorado Black Arts Festival
July 10, City Park

Colorado Dragon Boat Festival
July 24, Sloans Lake

Please join us for free 
tennis instruction and 

games for all ages/abilities. 

www.COLORADOTENNIS.com
Contact Marketing/Diversity Director Paula McClain 

<paula@coloradotennis.com> at 303.695.4116 x220.

4th Annual USTA Colorado Diversity in Tennis Reception
More than 300 community and business leaders gathered at Gates Tennis Center on May 21 to help celebrate diversity in tennis. Leaders from the 

Colorado Black Chamber, Denver Hispanic Chamber, Colorado Asian Chamber, Rocky Mountain Indian Chamber, Colorado Women's Chamber and 
Cherry Creek Chamber were on hand to learn more about USTA Colorado's commitment to diversity in tennis. Guests enjoyed an evening of network-
ing, hors d'oeuvres, cocktails, live music, and tennis exhibitions featuring some of Colorado's young rising stars – Brett Finan, Madison Gallegos, 
Jennifer Phan and David Kijak, along with junior top guns James Martinez, Jessika Mozia, Matt Sayre and Caroline Schnell.

Photo Gallery (from top left): Tony Nimmons (USTA), Paula McClain (USTA 
Colorado), Chris Michel (USTA); Nikki Ricks (The Colorado Black Chamber Connect), 
Myra Donovan (Eagle Strategies Corp.); Jennifer Phan; James Martinez; Diversity in 
Tennis draws a big crowd at Gates Tennis Center.
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RFA High School Challenge
The Racquets for All High School Challenge is an exciting opportunity for any Colorado 

high school boys' tennis team to become involved with the Racquets for All program. High 
school teams throughout Colorado are asked to participate by collecting new and gently 
used tennis racquets throughout their regular season. Teams are encouraged to come up with 
creative ways to gather donations and ultimately try to collect the most racquets of any high 
school in the state. Consider personal requests, racquet drives at the school, solicitation from 
local clubs and any other way you want. 

This is a great way for high school tennis players in Colorado to give back to the tennis 
community, participate in a fun “green” project and also meet any community service require-
ments that their school might have.

Each team interested in participating just needs to bring their collected racquets to their 
regional tournament. The boys’ team collecting the most racquets will be awarded $200 at a 
presentation during the State Championships in October 2010. This year's RFA High School 
Challenge (Girls) was won by Ralston Valley.

Connect on Facebook or contact Kristy Harris <kristy@coloradotennis.com>, USTA 
Colorado Community Development Director, for information, 303/695-4116 x300.

RACQUET TRACKER: Racquets For All needs your help to reach its goal of 1,200 racquets 
in 2010. Donate your unused new and gently used racquets to one of the many RFA collection 
points in Colorado.

rfa Collection at Adult League District 
Championship Sites

Look for Racquets for All collection barrels at all of the Adult League Playoff sites this sum-
mer – beginning with USTA Mixed Doubles, ending with Colorado Tennis Women’s Daytime 
and all playoffs in between. Members of the league season winning teams are asked to give 
back to the game through a donation to Racquets for All to help meet the demand across the 
state for gently used tennis equipment. A great opportunity to clean out your basement or 
upgrade to that new racquet for the playoffs and donate the old one! 

SPOTLIGHT:
RACQUETS FOR ALL

equipment collection/donation update
Through May 31, 2010 RFA has collected 345 tennis racquets, 284 dozen tennis balls 

and 117 racquet covers and bags.   (99 of those racquets came in through the Girls HS 
Tennis Challenge)

Through May 31, 2010 458 racquets, 3,712 balls, and 109 racquet covers and bags 
were distributed to 24 schools and recreation districts.

The ladies of Ralston Valley collected 31 new and gently used racquets, winning the 
2010 Racquets For All High School Challenge (Girls) and earning a $200 check. See 
their story in HighFive, page 20.
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Youth who participate 
in sports are: 
57% less likely to drop out of school;
49% less likely to use drugs;
37% less likely to be teen parents;
35% less likely to smoke cigarettes;
27% less likely to be arrested.

we’re changing 
the world.

one player at a time.

We live in a time when the issues fac-
ing the health and focus of youngsters 
are pressing and significant. Childhood 
obesity is prevalent in communities 
throughout our state, and our kids are 
tested daily with decisions surrounding 
drugs, gangs and other potentially life 
changing choices that may have a pro-
found effect on their future.

Tennis is much more than just a 
healthy activity that promotes physical 
fitness. It fosters decision-making skills 
and instills self-confidence, sportsman-
ship and teamwork. It extends beyond 
the boundaries of age, color and eco-
nomic background. 

Tennis provides a place for young-
sters to make new acquaintances 
and strengthen existing relationships 
with family and friends. It teaches 
the importance of physical, emo-
tional and mental fitness; of making 
good choices; and developing good 
character. 

We envision communities where all 
kids are introduced to tennis in their 
schools, where they are given the oppor-
tunity to then get involved in after-school 
programs in elementary, middle school 
and high school.

We believe tennis gives kids the tools 
to learn, compete and win in life – 
through proper practice, dedication, 
knowledge and respect. 

We need to focus on the future and 
make sound investments in the lives of 
our youth. Through tennis scholarships 
and grants, the Colorado Youth Tennis 
Foundation is reaching out to kids of 
all ages and backgrounds in the hope 
that kids receive the many benefits of 
the sport. 

To learn more about the CYTF 
Scholarships and Grants program, or to 
help us change the world, one player at 
a time, please visit COLORADOTENNIS.
com.

SPOTLIGHT:
COLORADO YOUTH TENNIS FOUNDATION

$34,000
2010 FUNDRAISING 

GOAL FROM 
INDIVIDUAL, 
CORPORATE, 

FOUNDATION AND 
“AFFILIATED EVENTS”

$7,915
SUMMER 2010
FUNDRAISING

photo courtesy of Eric Lucero

Meadow Creek’s Annual Pro Extravaganza benefits cytf
Meadow Creek Tennis & Fitness Club recently held its popular Pro Extravaganza, benefiting the Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation for 

the second year in a row. The annual event featured tennis activities with Meadow Creek teaching professionals Ashley Tindle, Alden Bock, 
Gary Alpert, and John Goodrich. Club members and non-members participated, and the event also included a silent auction and catered 
dinner. The fun-filled evening ended with a much anticipated and very entertaining pro exhibition match, with all players in vintage ten-
nis gear.  The “Pro Ex” also served as a fundraiser for the CYTF, raising much needed dollars for the cause as well as dollars and tennis 
racquets for the Foundation’s Racquets for All program. Over $1,300 was raised and a dozen gently used racquets were collected. These 
racquets will be refurbished and distributed to people in need.  

Facilities and organizations who are interested in hosting an event to benefit the CYTF should call 303/695-4116 x201 or email lisa@
coloradotennis.com.  

Gifts to the CYTF
The Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation raises money through our two primary events 

– the Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame Gala (see our ad on page 29) and the ever-popular 
Punk Relic Charity Tournament (see our ad on page 12), as well as through donations 
from foundations, corporations and individuals. Supporters host affiliated events (such 
as tennis socials, house parties, cocktail receptions, etc.) and donate proceeds to the 
CYTF.  In 2010, the CYTF’s goal is to raise $34,000 in individual, corporate, founda-
tion and “affiliated event” dollars. 

To make a gift – big or small – visit our website at COLORADOTENNIS.com and 
click on the CYTF logo. Your gift will be acknowledged in the next issue of Colorado 
Tennis newspaper. If you’d like to host an event to benefit the CYTF contact the CYTF 
office <lisa@coloradotennis.com>, 303/695-4116 ext. 201.

Thank you to recent donors: Toby Beamguard, Thomas Clark, Bud Ferdon, Sidney 
Gates, Lowrie Family Foundation, Meadow Creek Tennis & Fitness Club, Gene Milstein, 
Christian Thurstone

investing in kids
At its spring disbursement meeting, the CYTF disbursed 15 special need scholar-

ships to youngsters, and with the help of USTA Colorado Diversity dollars, 20 program 
grants were awarded to organizations running programs for kids in need. Overall, 
nearly $17,000 was awarded.
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f there were 12 days in a week, Greg Ireton 
would probably play tennis on at least 10 of 

those days.
Forget the fact that the former bank president is 84 

years of age. The man just loves to play tennis, as do 
about 16 or so other highly successful retired men in 
their 60s, 70s and 80s at the Garden of the Gods 
Club in Colorado Springs.

Ireton is the oldest of the players, but he plays ten-
nis five times a week with the magnificent Pikes Peak 
as his back drop.

"The young guys are all in their 70s," said Ireton, 
who didn't take up the game of tennis until he was 50 
when he moved to Colorado from Oklahoma.

"I played basketball for 60 years until I was 72 
years old," said Ireton, who also organizes the 
matches for the other players. "I played baseball and 
softball up until my late 40s. I don't play golf, and a 
friend of mine talked me into learning to play."

The fields where the players enjoyed their suc-
cess before they retired range from Ireton as a bank 
president, to Dr. Rodger Bildstein as a doctor in 
internal medicine, to Bill Madden as a trial attorney, 
to Dick Eckenrode as an executive with the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, to Chuck Jordan as vice 
president of Chevron Corporation, to John Scharrer 
as an electronics engineer for Hewlett-Packard to 
Dr. Dave DuBois as a plastic surgeon in Colorado 
Springs.

From their big-time careers to the tennis court, the 
men find a way to remain competitive playing a more 
controlled doubles game where placing shots is at a 
premium over a power brand of tennis.

Tom Van De Hey, the director of tennis at Garden of 
the Gods Club, said it's amazing to watch this group 
play tennis.

"They play on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday," Van De Hey said.  "These 
guys play from 9:30 to 11 just about every day of 

the week. It's a very controlled game, and it's quite 
remarkable what they do and they just enjoy each 
other."

When asked to disclose his strengths, Ireton said: 
"It used to be my speed, but I've slowed down a little 
bit. I can still run. I've developed a pretty good serve, 
and my backhand has improved considerably."

Ireton enjoys the workout he gets from playing ten-
nis, as well as the camaraderie involved during his 
9:30 a.m. tennis matches that go 90 minutes. Once 
a month, the men get together for what they call the 
"Lunch Bunch" and play some cards while enjoy-
ing one another's company at the men's respective 
homes.

Ireton said the tennis is still competitive.
"I've played sports all my life, and all of our guys 

are very competitive," Ireton said. "They talk about 
golf being such a buddy type game, but I don't think 
it's any more so than tennis is. It's a great group of 
guys. We kid each other. It's just great camarade-
rie."

John Scharrer is one of the younger players. The 
68-year-old Scharrer plays two or three times a week 
at the 13-court Garden of the Gods Club.

"I first started playing when I was 35," said 
Scharrer, a 45-year resident of Colorado Springs. 

Like Ireton, Scharrer loves the friendships that have 
been made through playing tennis.

"There just comes a time that for one reason 
or another you can't play, but we still always get 
together because the friendships you form do last all 
your life," he said.

Dr. Bildstein, 77, also plays tennis five times a 
week like Ireton. 

Playing tennis off and on since high school, 
Bildstein said he doesn't like to work out in gyms or lift 
weights, and that's why he likes tennis and the exer-
cise it provides. He still says he finds himself working 
to perfect his game.

"I play on Monday, Tuesday night, Wednesday 
afternoon, Friday and Saturday mornings," Bildstein 
said. "It's a reasonable workout."

Another 80-plus player, Bill Madden, just wants to 
get back on the court. After three hip replacements 
and two shoulder replacements, Madden is coming 
back from another hip injury and plans to play again 
in the near future.

  "My right shoulder is perfect. I can serve perfectly 
with that, but with the left shoulder I can't reach up 
like I could with my right. I can reach up enough to 
toss the ball so I can serve," Madden said. "I played 
tennis until about three months ago, but the pain in 
my left hip area was so bad that it slowed my running 
down. I finally stopped, but I intend to get back play-
ing again. I am determined to get back."

Madden started playing tennis when he was 12, 
some 72 years ago.

"I'm a graduate of West Point and I played tennis 
at West Point, but after I graduated I stopped playing 
for 20 years," Madden said. "I didn't get back into it 
until I was 42 years of age."

Dick Eckenrode, 77, jokes that his tennis playing 
– three to four times a week – is cutting into his golf 
game. Like Madden, Eckenrode's been playing tennis 
since he was 12.

"It's a game you can play for life," said Eckenrode, 
who started his high school tennis team in Harrisburg, 
Pa., in 1947. "A couple of months ago we had three 
young girls playing on the court next door. They 
watched us play and they said they were glad they 
started playing tennis because they know they can 
play it for a long time seeing us."

Chuck Jordan, 74, started playing tennis in 1980 
and plays three or four times a week.

PROFILE
it's not a matter of age, it's a matter of tennis

 

Story by
Tom fasano

continued on page 28

I
photo courtesy of Garden of the Gods Club

The Garden of the Gods Gang (left to right): Burt Harmes, Tom Van De Hey, Dick 
MacLeod, Dick Eckenrode, John Scharrer, Greg Ireton, Bill Madden, Chuck Jordan, 
Dick Ostein, Dave DuBois, Rodger Bildstein, Dick Thompson.
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here are people in life who make it their mission to make a positive 
difference in the lives of others. One of those impressive individuals is 
Wayne Emerick, a founder of The Denver Urban Youth Tennis Academy, 

which provides under-served, inner-city children (7-19) the opportunity to receive 
high performance training for competitive teams. Up to 56 players are selected 
to receive high-level training, clothing, equipment, and scholarships to offset 
tournament entry fees. 

Wayne’s love of tennis began in upstate New York in the sixth grade, when 
he decided to trade his baseball bat for a tennis racquet – developing basic 

tennis skills on a city park with red clay courts. It was quite the contrast from 
the cold, white playground where Wayne’s passion for alpine skiing was also 
growing and thriving. 

It didn’t take very long for Wayne to excel at tennis, however, and he became 
captain of the Shaker High School Tennis Team in Latham, NY. Making the team 
at Dartmouth (he graduated from there and then went onto Cornell University 
Johnson School of Management for his MBA), Wayne was still pulled in two 
directions, and missed much of the tennis season as a member of the ski team. 
The tennis seed was firmly planted, though, and Wayne has developed a very 
impressive resumé.

Wayne is a USTA Tennis High Performance Coach, having been Head Coach 
of the USTA Albany Competition Training Center for 14 years. He was Head 
Men and Women’s Tennis Coach at Union College in Schenectady, NY, from 
2003-05 and was Head Men’s Coach at Colorado College in 2008. Wayne 
has also spent a decade off the court, working for ESPN and Sports Software as 
a statistical match analyst at ATP Tour Events. 

So, what drives this former USTA Eastern Coach of the Year and two-time 
USPTA Eastern High School Coach of the Year to invest his time in a program 
like The Denver Academy <denverurbanyouthtennis.org>? 

“I’ve always felt that all kids who want to play at a competitive level should 
have access to high level coaching,” Wayne explains. “And this program is for 
those kids, the ones who otherwise wouldn’t have the access, the ones who want 
to excel, play competitively, through high school and hopefully into college.”

Wayne adds that the program is a cooperative effort of Denver Parks & 
Recreation and City Park Racquet Club, with support from local organizations 
like USTA Colorado. “It’s the commitment of local professionals like Tobias 
Ortegon, Frank Adams and Sue Burke that make this program succeed,” he 
explains. 

“The ultimate goal is to make the program self-sustaining,” says Wayne who 
knows from past experience how to get the job done. “I am a strong believer that 
you have to have good players involved in order to attract strong players and 
grow the program.” By increasing the time they can get on the court, and having 
access to the type of tennis professionals these young players have, that’s just the 
type of players that will be thriving in the program for many years to come. 3

T

or the past three decades, Colorado Tennis (née 
High Bounce in 1977) has been bringing you profiles 
of local players, coaches, administrators and anyone 

else in the Colorado tennis community who shares their 
passion for the sport with others.

In each issue, we are profiling five individuals who 
deserve recognition for their efforts and accomplishments. 
As always, some you will know, while others will be fresh 
names and faces. 

As always, we encourage readers to help us recognize 
others who they think deserve special recognition. Email 
Kurt Desautels <kurt@coloradotennis.com> with your com-
ments or suggestions.

F

Story by katie newell

ONE wayne
emerick

photos courtesy of Wayne Emerick
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or being such a tennis tiger, Madison Gallegos just has to be one of the nicest young 
ladies around. Not only is she articulate and bright, but she’s funny and doesn’t take 
for granted the opportunity she’s been given to play the sport she loves. She’s pretty 

much a tennis gem – a young athlete who knows they are going to have to work hard to reach 
their dreams and one that is going to make friends along the way.

A student at Aurora Quest Academy, Madison is among the top players in the 12s division 
in the six-state Intermountain Section. Her goal for this year is to be ranked No. 1. Beyond 
that, she’d love to become a professional and eventually teach – not high-level players, but 
kids just starting out – kids like she used to be when she hit her first ball at a small drill class 

at age 5 after trying a variety of sports including gymnastics, soccer, and even 
flag football. 

Madison is coached by her father, Joe, a tennis player himself. 
“Madison is so nice and has a great disposition,” he acknowledges, “but 

we talk about how players like Federer can still be like that but can also be 
fierce competitors.”  

Once Madison showed signs of loving tennis and wanting to commit to it, Joe explains, 
“We were all hooked!” Madison’s mother, Cassandra, also plays, so it’s definitely a family 
activity that they all enjoy.

Colorado Athletic Club Monaco has also been instrumental in helping Madison develop 
into the competitive player she is. 

“The coaches are so nice to me there,” she says, “and the level of play there has helped 
me improve.”

When asked about her favorite match this year, Madison explains that it was against her 
practice partner, Gloria Son. 

“We played for three hours and then we decided to play a match. We played five sets that 
included two tie-breakers. I lost, but it was a great match!” That type of attitude combined 
with her work ethic of hitting everyday for 1-2 hours is why dreaming of being a professional 
isn’t unrealistic for Madison.

Her favorite player on the pro tour is Andy Roddick, whom she met at Indian Wells during 
a tournament. 

 “I like Andy Roddick, because I just love him, and because he’s a classy player, ” she says. 
“He’s even nicer in person, and just so nice to the kids.”

Like many of us, Madison admits that nerves can be a challenge for her but that she works it 
out. Her advice to young players who may want to follow in her impressive footsteps: “Always 
believe in your shots and don’t hold back!” 

That philosophy serves Madison well, as she’s had good results lately, capturing both the 
singles and doubles championship at the Colorado Springs Junior Open.  3

t's been a long time since Colorado high school tennis 
players have had to "break in" a new commissioner. So 
long, in fact, that many of next year's freshmen class 

weren't even born when Paul Angelico assumed the helm as 
the Tennis Commissioner at CHSAA (Colorado High School 
Activities Association) in 1998. But in July, Paul will step away 
from tennis to become CHSAA's eighth Commissioner since its 
inception in 1921.

Paul has presided over tennis during an era of tremendous 
growth. In the last dozen years, Colorado high school tennis 
participation has grown by more than 35%, from 5,524 in 
1998 to 7,472 this school year. Girls' tennis has seen the 
majority of growth, from 3,230 in '98 to 4,530 in 2010, a 
jump of more than 40%! During this same period, only a hand-
ful of high school sports (lacrosse, soccer, cross country and 
spirit) have seen comparable growth.

And as the Tennis Commissioner, he has been continually 
challenged with a situation that most other sports don’t pres-
ent – by the time most tennis players begin playing with their 
high school teams, they have been involved in the sport at very 
competitive levels as individuals for quite some time. Making 
the transition to a team sport can be quite a challenge, for both 
parents and players.

"It can be a tough transition for players and parents to real-
ize that when you play for your high school, you are now part 
of something bigger – a team," says Paul. "Coaches often need 
support to address this issue as well." 

Ultimately, Paul believes that both coaches and parents can 
benefit from the realization that, "Tennis is not about individuals 
but rather about kids learning life lessons." Paul says that the 
reason that tennis is so special is because it is a sport where 
you don’t have an official making the calls for you. "The kids 
are in charge and trained to deal with calling out-balls or foot 

faults. They learn to compete while being hon-
est, truthful, respectful and gracious."

Like golf, says Paul, tennis is about integ-
rity.

"It fits in perfectly with our mission and core values," he 
says. "It teaches life skills, develops positive character and 
promotes sportsmanship."

Paul credits the USTA’s ‘No-Cut’ School Tennis Team pro-
gram with helping to grow tennis in Colorado's high schools. 
The program is designed to recognize schools who do not 
cut players from a tennis team, but rather create opportunity 
for players who have interest in playing. In Colorado, high 
schools are already adept at accepting any and all players 
who come out for the tennis team. 

"That’s what we (CHSAA) are all about," says Paul. "More 
kids representing their schools by wearing their school’s 
name on their jersey and taking pride in that."

And it's not just that kids are out on the courts, or fields, 
or diamonds or in the gym representing their schools. The 
impact that high school sports has on our students is pro-
found, says Paul.

"Other countries don’t offer high school sports at the same 
level as we do in the United States. The kind of programs 
that are offered across the country, and in Colorado, far sur-
pass those in other countries. Higher level programs which 
provide opportunity for more kids set us apart."

When Paul takes over as Commissioner on July 1, he 
has already said that he wants to re-double efforts to sup-
port coaches who strive to offer quality programs in their 
schools, as well as to continue to make strides in improving 
sportsmanship.

"Sports teach kids how to compete gracefully, be part of 
something bigger and how to succeed," he says.  3
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he Ralston Valley High School girls’ tennis team has had great success 
on the court in the last decade, often placing 1st or 2nd in league and 
regional tournament play as well as high finishes in the state high school 

tournament. 
But, none of those accomplishments mean as much to the team as the sports-

manship awards they have won. “This year, we were voted as one of the top 
5A teams for sportsmanship in Jefferson County,” says Coach Kim Greason. 
“That speaks volumes for our program. I'd take this over a league or a state 
title any day.” 

Greason has been the head coach since 2004 and stresses more than win-
ning and stroke technique. The team website has an “Expectations” section 
which reads “The foundation of our program is based on the following cor-
nerstones: fair play, sportsmanship, citizenship, competitiveness, academics, 
leadership, and participation”. 

This approach, combined with a no-cut program, allows the girls at the 
Arvada school to be part of a team, build relationships and gain confidence. 
As a result of the program’s foundations, team members can often be found 
giving back to the community, whether working as tennis coaches or running 
summer tennis camps for kids. In 2009, the team helped with the first ever 
Tennis For Kids day at Gates Tennis Center. 

Last month, the team added another impressive award to their list as they 
were named the inaugural Racquets for All Girls High School Challenge win-
ner, collecting 31 racquets for the cause. All 4A and 5A high school girls ten-
nis teams in Colorado were asked to collect gently used tennis racquets and 
donate them to Racquets for All. The racquets are then assessed, refurbished as 
needed and given to those in need. The Ralston Valley High School girls’ team 
was creative in collecting racquets, searching thrift shops and garage sales and 
asking friends, family and business partners to contribute. They 
reached out using Facebook and Craigslist, even receiving two 
brand new racquets from outside of Colorado. 

The team was awarded $200 for winning the Challenge and 
Coach Greason had promised the players a Starbucks party if 

they won. But, after learning that the brother of one of their own teammates 
had just passed away from cancer, the team decided to donate the money to 
the family’s foundation, “Win the Battle!”, an organization that offers support 
and resources to children and adolescents who have fought or are fighting 
cancer or other debilitating diseases. The team now plans to donate any future 
Challenge winnings to a charity selected by team members.

Coach Greason says “I think our girls walk away from the tennis season 
with a sense of pride and win or lose, they know they've played with integrity 
and heart.” 

Only time will tell what titles and awards the Ralston Valley High School girls’ 
tennis team will continue to receive. But, one thing is certain; team members 
will continue to learn valuable lessons about character, sportsmanship, adver-
sity and camaraderie. Lessons which will serve them well on the court and in 
whatever path in life they take.

3
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n engineering executive by profession, Hai Ho has a definite plan for growing 
the game through diversification. 

As a member of the USTA Colorado Board of Directors, Chair of its Diversity 
Committee, and Founder of the Colorado Asian Tennis Association, he is dedicated to 
familiarizing tennis to a more diverse group of players. 

His tennis influence begins at home. All three of his children play tennis, including 
his oldest daughter who was her 
high school’s tennis team captain for 
three years and has just graduated, 
a son who had a very satisfying high 
school freshman tennis experience 
and a 10 year-old daughter who is 
getting a positive start with Colorado Junoir 
Team Tennis leagues this summer. His wife 
started a couple of years ago, and together 
they have enjoyed the 7.0 Mixed Doubles 
League.

“The impact I hope to make is to create 
stronger participation from minority groups in 
the USTA Colorado programs such as leagues, 
tournaments and volunteerism," says Hai. "This 
links them to the bigger tennis community which 
is a good thing all by itself, but it also affects 
the level of play for everyone. By introducing 
more players to the system, the bar is raised 
because the quality of skill increases by playing 
different players.”

As Chair of USTA Colorado's Diversity 
Committee, his main goal is to create a system 
for tracking and measuring the demographics of 
the tennis-playing population. Having this infor-
mation will help USTA Colorado understand 
where grassroots efforts need to be focused to 
raise awareness about tennis and hopefully strengthen participation numbers. 

In 2006, Hai founded the Colorado Asian Tennis Association to support his diver-
sity mission. The primary activity for this organization is its annual tennis tournament, 
held over the July 4th weekend at the Arvada Tennis Center. Entering its fourth year, 
the tournament has seen participation numbers jump 20% each year, and now boasts 
more than 150 players. Registration is open online at coloradoasiantennis.com 
to people of all ages. The tournament is focused on fun and networking, and welcomes 
people of all ethnic backgrounds.

“The most inspiring thing about this tournament is the kids," says Hai. "We see new 
kids every year, and the kids who return to play are excited to be there and show us 
what they’ve got. The kids seem to be inspired by the tournament.”

The Colorado Asian Tennis Association has done clinics for the kids in the past, but 
they don’t have the resources to host clinics on a continuing basis. The tournament 
provides a place for the adults to encourage the kids and for the kids to feel good 
about the game. 

It was Hai's suggestion that USTA Colorado become a part of the 2009 Colorado 
Dragon Boat Festival at Sloans Lake. The event drew more than 80,000 people last 
year, the biggest Asian event in the Denver area. USTA Colorado hosted clinics and 
play opportunities for the festival goers, and many of the guests tried tennis for the 
first time. By all accounts, the festival was a success and began conversations with the 
Asian population about what is offered in the Denver area for tennis players.

Hai hopes to continue to initiate more occasions for diversity in tennis. 
“I want the minority community to feel the inclusiveness and opportunities that tennis 

presents.” 
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Guided by international coaches and managed by passionate and enthusiastic local coaches, the success of the 
program is due to a fantastic team environment of players, parents, and coaches. Come join us this summer for a 

truly high performance experience!

The High Performance Tennis Program has helped produce 18 Top-20 players in the state.
 

The Millennium Harvest House Junior Tennis Program is home to a wide array of instructional offerings including:
 

---World-class training with the High Performance Team
--A fully developed summer junior recreational program 

(full day camps or partial days in the Challenger Program)
--Nike Tennis Camps

What I did on my summer vacation...
 - I started to play twice a day, every day

 - I improved my forehand and serve

 - I won my first junior tennis tournament

 - I improved my consistency and hit 1,642 balls in a single rally

 - I made it into the top 20 in the state

Alec Leddon
#5 State Ranking Boys 12’s

2-year HPTP Player

1.800.545.6285
millenniumhotels.com/boulder

Your Perfect Match 
Keep the advantage on your side of the net with  
world-class instructors, year-round play and programs  
for all levels. Choose from affordable membership  
options and amenities that hit the sweet spot.

Seeing Doubles Package
Includes accommodations for 2, breakfast for 2  
and 2 one-hour lessons with a Pro. 
Promotional Code: Tennis

Based on double occupancy. Subject to availability. 2-night minimum  
and 10-day advance booking required.

Pub: Colorado Tennis Association  Job#: 987-0006  Ad Size: 10.25” x 2.75”  |  Dana Communications 609.466.9187

For more information about tennis,  
call 1.303.449.5033 or visit 
harvesthousetennis.com
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thecompetitivejunior

Boys
Casey MacMaster (B18s-2nd, B18d-1st)
Harrison Lang (B16s-3rd)
Hayden Sabatka (B16s-4th)
Matt Sayre (B16s-5th)
Jamey Swiggart (B16s-6th)
Jesse Ruder-Hook (B14s-1st, B14d-1st)
John Koza (B14s-3rd)
Spencer Lang (B14s-4th)
Zach Fryer (B14s-6th, B14d-2nd)
Luke Lorenz (B14d-2nd)
Casey Ross (B12s-3rd, B12d-1st)
William Gold (B12s-5th)
Brett Finan (B12d-2nd)

usta colorado plays host to the 2010 summer sectionals
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USTA Colorado was a proud host of this year's Intermountain Sumer Sectional Championship, 
which drew more than 450 of the top junior players in the six-state Intermountain Section to the 
state to vie for the opportunity to compete at National tournaments later in the summer.

Colorado players fared well in these Championships, making 10 appearances in the 16 
finals, claiming four titles. Overall, Coloradans received 29 of the of 64 medals handed 
out, a strong showing for the "home" contingent. Jesse Ruder-Hook of Denver pulled off the 
rare double-championship by winning both the singles and doubles titles in the Boys 14s 
division, and Littleton's Casey Ross earned the Sportsmanship Award. Congratulations to all 
the Colorado players competing in, and earning medals at the 2010 Intermountain Summer 
Sectional Championships. 

Many of these talented young players will be back here in Denver next year, as the 
Intermountain Summer Sectional rotates between Colorado and other states in the Section, 
with Colorado hosting two out of every three years. 

girls
Erin Gebes (G18s-3rd) 
Caroline Schnell (G18s-4th)
Sammie Watson (G18s-5th)
Rebecca Weissmann (G16s-2nd, G16d-2nd)
Alexa Brandt (G16s-3rd)
Jennifer Weissmann (G16s-5th)
Monica Li (G16s-6th)
Samantha Martinelli (G14s-2nd)
Alex Middleton (G14s-3rd)
Kalyssa Hall (G12s-2nd, G12d-2nd)
Ashley Lahey (G12s-6th)

spencerlang

williamgold

caseyross caseymacmaster

All photos by Valerie Lewis, photos.picsinthepark.com
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mozia breaks through in pueblo, 
dunn repeats in denver
Cheyenne Mountain and Cherry Creek 
capture team championships
Colorado Academy sophomore Jessika Mozia (pictured, top) returned to 

high school tennis' biggest stage this May, hoping to erase the disappoint-
ment of losing in last year's 4A No. 1 singles final to Sammie Watson. Her 
7-5,6-4 victory over D'Evelyn sophomore Erin Gebes put an exclamation point 
on the end of her perfect 24-0 season, in which she never lost a single set. 

Cheyenne Mountain claimed its 15th team title, finishing with 89 points to 
54 for runner-up Regis Jesuit. Overall, the Indians claimed five titles: Meha 
Semwal (pictured, bottom left) won at No. 2 singles, Emily Venner defended 
her title at No. 3, and CM captured the No. 1 (Kalyn Miller and Kristen 
Sullivan), No. 3 (Katie Stagnaro and Lauren Renjard) and No. 4 (Lara 
Walden and Lainey O’Neal) doubles championships. Megan Harrison and 
Kerbi Brisch of Regis took the No. 2 doubles title. 

In 5A action, Natalie Dunn of Poudre (pictured, bottom right) became 
the first repeat champion since Sara Anundsen (2001-03) at No. 1 singles, 
defeating 2008 champion and '09 finalist Caroline Schnell (CC). Cherry 
Creek nabbed its 14th consecutive team title, despite a furious finish by 
Fairview to close the gap on championship Saturday. Creek finished with 
just two individual titles and a total of 77 points to Fairview's 69, as the 
Knights' No. 1 doubles team of Megan Moore and Becca Warren 
earned a state title with a victory against Kimberly Arfsten and Molly 
Reynolds of Chatfield. Fairview also recorded championship wins at 
No. 2 singles (Kat Pepin) and No. 3 singles (Katie Kuosman) against 
Cherry Creek. The Bruins did earn titles at No. 2 doubles (Samantha 
Henry and Lindsey Pond) and No. 3 doubles (Yekaterina Golynko and 
Madeleine Bernstein). 

Odds/Ends
• �Jessika Mozia is the first African American to win the 4A No. 1 

singles title (Tabatha Knop, Air Academy was the 5A champ in 
2005). Mozia is the first Colorado Academy student to earn a 
state tennis championship.

• �Two-time defending 4A singles champion Sammie Watson (junior, 
Kent) elected not to defend her high school title this season.

• �The 8-point victory for Cherry Creek is the second-smallest margin 
in more than a decade (the Bruins won the 2008 team title over 
Ponderosa by 7 points, 65-58).

• �Cherry Creek has won a total of 28 team championships. 
Cheyenne Mountain is second on that list with 15. Kent is third 
with 5, Mullen is fourth with 2, and five schools have 1. 

• �Since 1991 when tennis was split into divisions, only two other 
schools have defeated Cherry Creek at the state tournament: 
Manual (6A, 1993) and Grand Junction (5A, 1996).
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www.coatingsinc.net

Free estimates  |  in business since 1970  |  cushion courts

tennis courts  |  sports courts  |  basketball courts

repairs & resurFacing  |  Windscreens  |  accessories

303-423-4303
Tennis CourT MainTenanCe
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If junior tennis players think about getting on a college tennis team as a job hunt, not just “picking a college,” 
then developing a marketing plan makes a lot more sense.

Yes, there are thousands of colleges with tennis programs in America. But look at openings with scholarships 
attached and the availability just shrunk dramatically. Plus there are more than 300,000 varsity high school tennis 
players potentially vying for those scholarships, according to the USTA.

And it’s safe to say with the price of college tuition, books, coaches, facilities and travel – that “job” can be 
worth hundreds of thousands of dollars. So college coaches are sure looking at the process as adding a valuable 
employee.

The junior players with skills usually don’t have problems getting attention. Tournament winners find their way 
on to ranking lists, either via the United States Tennis Association or private companies like Tennisrecruting.net 
and collegetennisonline.com. Coaches find those lists and watch top players either virtually online or by attending 
tournaments.

But for those students without a national ranking – and that’s obviously the majority – a little marketing can go 
a long way towards getting on a coach’s player radar.

But there’s a right way, a wrong way and an extremely expensive way to market yourself professionally.
In the last decade, the marketing industry for junior tennis players has blossomed into a multi-million-dollar 

industry. Players today have their own websites, video producers and recruiting agents to supplement the high 
school and private coaches’ contacts.

Here’s what one of the state’s best junior players, a university tennis coach and a Colorado college player and 
her parents say about the process.

Go national
Rocky Mountain High School’s 

Casey MacMaster never had to worry 
about getting attention from college 
coaches. His potent skills and blister-
ingly powerful 130 mph serve gave 
him a top 20 ranking on any main-
stream list. 

So MacMaster was in the rare 
spot of not even having to produce 
a video. 

“I didn’t do any of that,” MacMaster 
said. “I traveled to tournaments I knew 
the college coaches would be at. … 
Of course, I had to fight to get my 
ranking high enough to get into those 
tournaments and get that exposure.”

University of Colorado Women’s 
Tennis Coach Nicole Kenneally 
agrees, saying tournament exposure 
is invaluable.

“This may make some recruiting 
companies mad, but you could save 
money as well,” Kenneally said. “Think 
about spending more money on tour-
naments and travel.”

MacMaster attended four national 
tournaments in the summer before 
his senior year. But Kenneally said 
Colorado high school students can 
get plenty of experience and expo-
sure at more regional events like 
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s 
(ITA) summer circuit and college 
camps.

“Players not looking to go pro have 
an opportunity to compete and get 
ready for the school year,” she said.

MacMaster, who recently signed 

collegebound

in order to stand out from the crowd, 
you need to be different. 
a video is a great way to 

show who you are.

college-bound, part two
marketing U: how to stand apart from the crowd
USTA Colorado's guide to playing college tennis.

Story by
dennis huspeni

scholarhips
by the numbers
number of division 1 colleges that offer 
tennis scholarships for men: 274

number of Division 2 colleges that offer 
tennis scholarships for men: 164

number of division 1 colleges that offer 
tennis scholarships for women: 316

number of Division 2 colleges that offer 
tennis scholarships for women: 211

Number of scholarships:
	M en – 	D ivision 1: 4.5	D ivision 2: 4.5
	W omen – 	D ivision 1: 8	D ivision 2: 6

number of men's scholarships available: 
1,971

number of women's scholarships available: 
3,794

number of varsity high school tennis 
players (boys & girls): 334,758

marketing U



coloradotennis page 25SUMMER2010

Colorado Tennis asked Alex Davydov, the found-
er of Peak Your Game, LLC, to name the most impor-
tant features of an effective college recruit video. 
Here's his top 5:

five Keys to an 
Effective Recruit Video

Know Yourself
Before heading to the courts with your camcorder, take 
time to determine your strengths and how you can 
make them stand out in your video. 

Polish Your Introduction
The introduction is your first (and sometimes only) 
chance to make a good impression on a coach. Be 
sure you come across as personable, enthusiastic, and 
confident. 

Avoid The Temptation To Produce A 
“Highlight Reel” 
If all a coach can see are the top 50 shots you caught 
on film, he/she cannot make an accurate assess-
ment of your game. Instead, be sure to include some 
unedited point play in your video. 

Focus On The “Intangibles” 
In addition to big strokes, coaches look for less tangi-
ble attributes such as footwork, shot selection, attitude, 
leadership, and coachability. Scoring well in these cat-
egories can pay off in a big way. It can be helpful to 
work with an experienced tennis professional to bring 
these attributes to light in your video. 

Place Your Video In The Right Hands 
While it can be helpful to post your video on YouTube 
or TennisRecruiting.net, the most effective way to get 
exposure is to make a list of schools that interest you 
and send your video to the head coaches.

Alex Davydov is the founder of Peak Your Game, LLC, 
a Colorado-based program designed to help players 
of all ages and abilities realize their tennis potential. 
Peak Your Game specializes in customized workout 
routines and college recruiting videos.

with Harvard, said he started the process with a simple email 
to the coaches of the handful of colleges he was interested 
in.

“You’ve got to reach out to the coach,” 
MacMaster said. “Making the first move 
is truly beneficial.”

With the internet, it’s easy to 
find current contact information 
for college coaches via the 
ncaa.org web site, or 
pay web sites like 
collegetenniscon-
nect.com and the 
previously-mentioned 
collegetennisonline.
com. For a fee, users 
can generate lists of 
colleges and pro-
grams that suit 
their needs.

But most 
players don’t 
achieve the 
“blue chip” or 
“four-star” status 
MacMaster earned.

Those junior players have to be a 
little savvier about attracting attention.

Become a movie star
Morgan Forsyth of Parker went through the process in 

2008 and has the benefit of hindsight from her spot on the 
Colorado State University-Pueblo’s women’s team.

“The first major thing I did was make a recruiting video,” 
said Forsyth, who graduated from Ponderosa High School 
and earned a tennis scholarship to CSU-Pueblo.

With the help of her parents, Bob and Vicki, Forsyth sent 
that video with a cover letter to some 25 colleges she was 
interested in. They found the colleges on ncaa.org.

Kenneally said she looks at every DVD or video that comes 
across her desk. Many prospective student athletes have also 
been posting videos on Youtube.com and just sending the 
coach an email with a link.

“That’s been really popular and cheaper,” she said.
She also warns against over-producing a DVD. Coaches 

are smart enough to see through the bells and whistles.
“The biggest thing on the video is to show everything,” 

Kenneally said. “Show the mistakes. Too many times I’ve seen 
videos that have been sliced, diced and edited to show the 
player making every shot. When I see 500 forehands and 
one backhand, well I know what the player’s weakness is. Be 
honest and up front with the coach.”

Kenneally suggests the student take control of the market-
ing process, but the parents continually look over his or her 
shoulder.

“You must be as professional as you can with all the gram-
mar and spelling,” she said. “There have been times I’ve got-

ten an email saying ‘Hey. What’s up?’ That’s not someone 
who’s going to get a positive response from me. The 

effort has to be there.”
Bob Forsyth said Morgan did all the first 

drafts of letters and correspondence, 
bu t he fine-tuned them “and 

made sure she hit the 
right points.” 

M o r g a n 
made all her 
own calls to 

coaches.
“At first, it was 

very intimidating,” 
she said. “It took a 

lot of getting used to 
to get comfortable talk-

ing to a coach.”
But that’s key, Kenneally 

said. 
“It doesn’t bear well on your 

son or daughter if you call for 
them,” she said.
Kenneally said she also used the 

online web sites to keep track of 
players she wasn’t able to see at tourna-

ments. She was not able to mention any 
specifically because of NCAA rules.

But it’s no secret tennisrecruiting.net is one of the 
major players. 

“It was cheap – like $20 a year,” MacMaster said. “You 
can get a list of college coaches looking at you. Coaches can 
choose to reveal their name and school. I’d say 95 percent 
of colleges do that.”

Go door-to-door
Another great marketing technique - and a way to get some 

possible face time with a coach - is unofficial visits. 
If the family is traveling this summer, stop at the local col-

lege campus. Even if the prospective student athlete doesn’t 
necessarily want to play there, it can be good to get a feel 
for different programs and college campuses.

“Unofficial visits are a huge missed opportunity by most,” 
Kenneally said. “They are way under-used. A coach loves to 
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The story behind 
tennisrecruiting.net

One of the most popular websites for junior tennis players and college 
coaches is tennisrecruiting.net. Though “recruiting” is in its name, the 
site is more of an informational clearinghouse with detailed, independent, 
rankings and a massive database with customizable search capabilities.

Dallas Oliver, the company’s vice president of business development, 
said more than 1,200 college coaches created an account with the ser-
vice. Thousands more visit the site and use only the information available 
for free, he said. 

“We have every player, even if they don’t work with us to do their pro-
file page,” Oliver said. “Every year we get more users.”

The service’s rankings, which factors in head-to-head play, are valuable 
for players who can’t afford to travel to national tournaments, thus compile 
points to boost a USTA ranking.

“Coaches know the ranking is a good predictor of performance,” Oliver 
said.

The coaches can also use the “coaching advantage” to create lists – i.e. 
all sophomores interested in Division III schools with a certain GPA or SAT 
score.

The company originally developed tournament management software 
for the USTA. But in 2003, the USTA took over that job, moved it in-house 
and tennisrecruiting.net was born in 2005.

“There was a niche there,” Oliver said. “We mainly wanted to show 
things could be done differently…. We don’t necessarily consider ourselves 
a recruiting site. Most recruiting services act as agents. We don’t.”

see 500 players. The coach also loves these 
visits because it’s exposure for the school. 
Even if the player doesn’t go there, they may 
tell their friends about it.”

In all of this, be aware of NCAA recruiting 
rules – none of which apply before Sept. 1 
of a junior tennis players’ junior year in high 
school.

If a coach doesn’t respond to an email before 
this time, it’s because they can’t. Coaches can 
only answer email after that Sept. 1 date. 
They can also send information on the college 
or program after that date. After July 1 of a 
high school student’s junior year, a coach can 
then make personal contact via telephone up 
to once a week. Coaches are forbidden from 
talking to students at a tournament, but may 
talk to the student’s parents (which counts as 
one-of-three allowed official recruiting visits), 
according to NCAA rules.

Everyone interviewed suggested starting 
the marketing process sooner than later – like 
sophomore year.

“We crunched it all into my senior year 
and that made things a little more stressful,” 
Morgan Forsyth said. “Take your time to do 
it right. No later than junior year. Graduation 
seems so far away, but that time goes so 
quickly!”
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M a k i n g  c h a m p i o n s . . .
         o n e  p l a y e r  a t  a  t i m e

Advantage’s Sean Berman  
Junior Finalist at 2010 
Austrailian Open 

RESOURCES ON THE WEB:

�Here are some key websites to help junior tennis 

players get more information and exposure.

www.ncaa.org

www.usta.com

www.itatennis.com

www.collegetennisonline.com

www.collegetennisconnect.com

www.tennisrecruiting.net

www.juniortennisnews.com

www.juniortennis.com

www.berecruited.com

www.simplifyathletics.com

collegebound continued from P25
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Mesa State sophomore Cyndle Curfman was 
named to the RMAC First Team All-Academic Team. 
Curfman played number six singles and number two 
doubles for the Mavericks this season. She posted a 
13-9 overall record in singles and a 14-10 record 
with doubles partner Amber Armenderaz. Curfman is 
a Radiology major with a 3.38 GPA. MSC went 16-9 
this season and advanced to the central regional final 
for the second consecutive year.

Sophomore Kelleen Sera, Mesa State College, 
was recognized by the ITA as the Division II Player to 
Watch (Central region).

Three-time Colorado High School state champion 
Sara Anundsen got the nod for ITA Assistant Coach of the Year (North Carolina/Carolina 
League). Anundsen, a former NCAA Doubles Champ at UNC and two-time All-American was 
named assistant coach for the UNC women's tennis team in 2008. Anundsen, a 2007 UNC 
graduate, combined with Jenna Long to win the 2007 NCAA doubles title – the first national 
championship in program history. Anundsen earned All-America honors in 2006 and 2007, 
and helped lead the Tar Heels to a pair of Sweet Sixteens and an Elite Eight. 

Fomer USTA Intermountain player development coordinator Hayden Perez was named the 
ITA Central Region Assistant Coach of the Year (University of Nebraska) for the second time 
in his career (2007). 

A quick shout out to former CU Men's coach Sam Winterbotham, who brought his 
Tennessee Volunteers squad to the NCAA finals, going 31-1 during the season (their only loss 
came to No. 1 ranked Virginia). CU's men's program thrived under Winterbotham, reaching 
a program-high top-25 national ranking before it was unceremoniously dumped in 2006. 

If you know of a local player making the college scene, let us know. The deadline for the Fall 
issue of Colorado Tennis is August 11. Email the Editor, kurt@coloradotennis.com.

college tennis recap 
The University of Denver women's tennis program celebrated the announce-

ment that two of its members were selected to compete in the 2010 NCAA 
Individual Championships, held May 26-31 at the Magill Tennis Center in 
Athens, Ga. Senior Ute Schnoy (Altenstadt, Germany) received a bid to 
the 64-player singles field, while the team of Schnoy and freshman Sophia 
Bergner (Schechen, Germany) was selected to the 32-team doubles field. 

Schnoy (pictured) earned All-Sun Belt Conference singles honors for the 
second consecutive season after leading Denver with a 14-8 record at No. 
1 singles. Schnoy, who is the top-ranked singles player in the SBC with a 
No. 88 ranking, made her first appearance in the NCAA Individual Singles 
Tournament with a win in the first round. She faced No. 4 ranked Hilary Barte 
(Stanford) in the second round, losing in straight sets. Schnoy defeated three 
ranked opponents this season and is the first DU player since Mallory Voelker 
(2009) to participate in the individual tournament.

No. 54 Schnoy and Bergner posted an 8-1 mark at No. 1 doubles for the Pioneers. The 
duo defeated one ranked opponent this season and won seven straight matches heading into 
the tournament. Their streak ended in the first round, however, as they lost in straight sets to 
No. 10 Gabriela Mejia and Laura Vallverdu (Florida).

The DU men netted three ITA Mountain Region awards following the 2009-10 season, 
which ended after their first round loss to Michigan at the NCAA Team Championships. 
Senior David Simson (Vienna, Austria), freshman Enej Bonin (Kopar, Slovenia) and assistant 
coach Chris Lam (Honolulu, Hawaii) were honored after the Pioneers' school-best 19-5 dual 
season.

Simson earned both the Arthur Ashe Award for Sportsmanship and Leadership and the 
Raphael Osuna Award, Bonin was named Rookie of the Year, while Lam earned Assistant 
Coach of the Year.

One of two seniors on the team, Simson's 13 doubles wins and eight singles wins paced 
DU to a No. 25 ranking and its second NCAA Tournament appearance. Simson was also 
named to the ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District VII At-Large First Team for the 
University Division on May 20. Simson, who was named Academic All-District last year, car-
ries a perfect 4.0 GPA in finance.

The ITA/Arthur Ashe Leadership and Sportsmanship Award recognizes outstanding indi-
viduals in all divisions at the regional and national level. In August the national winners are 
honored during a special ceremony hosted by the USTA during Arthur Ashe Kids' Day inside 
Ashe Stadium. This award which dates back to 1982, goes to NCAA Divisions I, II and III, 
NAIA and JuCo men's and women's players who have exhibited outstanding sportsmanship 
and leadership as well as scholastic, extracurricular and tennis achievements.

Bonin earned the rookie honor after an outstanding freshman season at Denver. Bonin 
posted a 22-3 singles record en route to All-Sun Belt Conference honors. Bonin was 16-1 at 
No. 3 singles and added 11 doubles wins.

Lam's assistant coaching was instrumental to DU's success this season. The Pioneers started 
the season with six straight wins and won a school-best 10 consecutive matches from March 
5-April 8. DU placed second in the Sun Belt Conference and advanced to its second NCAA 
Tournament in Division I.

US Air Force Academy women's tennis player Sarah Cassman is the Mountain Region 
recipient of the ITA/Arthur Ashe Award. The junior from Columbus, GA, became the first Air 
Force female in the Division I era (1996) to have three consecutive 20-win seasons in singles 
after posting a 25-16 overall record this season. Cassman finished third on the team in wins 
and helped the Falcons to a 16-12 overall record, their best record since 1999. Cassman 
has a 67-56 career singles record in her three years at the Academy. 

Mesa State College (Grand Junction, CO) senior Jordan Chomko was unanimously selected 
Rocky Mountain Athletic Academic Player of the Year, and named RMAC First Team singles 
and second team in doubles, becoming a four-time all-conference selection. Chomko was 
named NCAA Division II Central Region Senior Player of the Year following his outstanding 
year long performance as the Mavericks number one singles and doubles player. He finished 
17-9 overall in singles and 21-8 in doubles with partner Nick Provenza. He graduated with 
a finance degree, finishing with a 3.82 GPA.

Head Coach Dan MacDonald was named Central Region Coach of the Year. MacDonald 
guided the men’s team to its third regional tournament berth and the first men’s regional 
tournament spot. He was named Central Region Coach of the Year (women) in 2009.

MacDonald and the Mesa men won their regional match versus St. Cloud State on May 8 
and advanced to the school’s first ever NCAA Division II National Championship Tournament 
in Altamonte Springs, FL, where they fell in the first round.

Senior Rashad Khamis earned the Division II ITA/Arthur Ashe (Central Region) Award for 
Leadership and Sportsmanship.

theCAMPUSSCENE

POWERED BY
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"We went to Australia and my wife and I played quite a bit of tennis over there. That was 
quite the social sport on Sunday afternoons," Jordan said. "A lot of people had their own 
courts, clay courts, so we played quite a bit over there. I played in Houston when I lived 
down there."

Jordan said tennis keeps him fit.
"Some of the older guys, you don't take them lightly," Jordan said. "You have to be careful. 

Certainly they've learned to cut the ball and control the ball instead of just hitting it, although 
Greg Ireton is a dynamo and he's continually going and he moves real well."

The competitive juices still flow when the seniors play.
"Everybody wants to win. It's still very competitive, not cutthroat or anything like that," 

Jordan said. "That's the difference with tennis and golf. In golf, you're kind of playing against 
yourself and your handicap, but tennis you're playing against somebody on the other side 
of the net."

Dr. DuBois, 69, plays three days a week and started playing tennis in college in intramu-
rals. Being the young guy at 69, Dubois said playing with guys 10 to 15 years older gives 
him incentive.

"They provide a reference point for me. Greg Ireton is 15 years older and he still hits a 
pretty strong forehand, and I think it's an incentive to keep going," DuBois said. "I look at 
them and project what maybe I can do in 10 years, 12 years. We kind of look out after 
each other, but we all like to win. We try to play fair. It's a very positive thing in my life 
because I retired about two-and-a-half years ago and I enjoy the camaraderie and the physi-
cal exercise."

Van De Hey said tennis has become a key part of the guys' social life.
"It truly does represent what we talk about tennis being, which is a lifetime sport," Van De 

Hey said. "I think it's special. I think that when you see these guys playing it's pretty inspira-
tional. I think if you're going to age, everyone wants to age that way."

What it comes down to is that these guys love to play tennis no matter how many hip 
replacements or how many birthdays pass them by.

"Tennis is very important to me because it's good exercise, and also mentally it's stimulat-
ing," Madden said. "Tennis is in my blood. If I get rid of this pain, then I think I can go for 
another six or seven years. I'm sure I can play into my 90s."  3

PROFILE CAMPUSSCENE

Saturday | August 28 
2-8pm

Gates Tennis Center
Benefiting 

Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation and YESS Institute

Purchase your entry online at:
www.blACkTieTiCkeTinG.Com/TenniS/

3rd AnnuAl 

*Play with the Stars!
*All players will play a minimum of 3 hours of great tennis!
*Food, drinks, prizes, and great music all day!
*Silent auction items galore!
*Awards and world-class exhibition matches from 6-8pm.
*Adult entry $100 | Junior entry $50 | Spectators $25

continued from P17 continued from P27

cu finishes 8th at campus championships
The University of Colorado-Boulder finished a respectable 8th place at the Tennis On 

Campus National Championships, held April 15-17, 2010 at the Surprise Tennis & 
Racquet Complex in Surprise, AZ. 

After dominating their first-
round flight against Tyler Junior 
College, Penn and Clemson, 
CU won their first round in 
the Gold Bracket against 
Dartmouth. That's where their 
run ended, as CU dropped 
their final three team matches 
to Florida, Michigan and Penn 
State. Visit NIRSA.org to see 
the complete results.

The USTA National Campus 
Championship is the pinnacle of the Tennis On Campus program. Hosted in 
partnership by the USTA, National Intramural-Recreational Sports 
Association (NIRSA), World TeamTennis (WTT), and 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA), 
this championship features 64 
college and universi-
ty co-ed teams com-
peting for bragging 
rights and the illustri-
ous title of National 
Champion. Teams 
can qualify for a bid 
to the USTA National Campus Championship through participation in their USTA Campus 
Championship - Section Event or by applying for an at-large bid.

The USTA’s Tennis On Campus program is designed to provide college students with 
opportunities for team camaraderie, social networking, and rivaled competition through 
tennis without the rigors of a varsity program. 

Perfect for athletes who have chosen not to make the jump from high school to college 
varsity, Tennis On Campus offers co-ed team-based play, regional and national champion-
ship competition, and helps students maintain active and healthy lifestyles through their 
college years. 

Currently, the program is offered on over 500 college campuses and services over 
30,000 students. Visit TENNISONCAMPUS.com for more information.

ITA Summer Circuit Events return to Colorado
Over 23,000 men and women have competed in Intercollegiate Tennis Association 

Summer Circuit events since it began in 1993. The circuit provides college (and junior 
and alumni) players the opportunity to compete in organized events virtually year round. 
Although the primary focus of the circuit is to provide incoming freshman and collegiate 
players the chance to compete in the summer months, for NCAA compliance purposes, 
the events within the ITA Summer Circuit are categorized as "open"; therefore anyone is 

eligible to compete in these events as long as he/she is a cur-
rent ITA member. 

New in 2010 is the addition of a fourth site (New Mexico) 
in the Mountain Circuit. The ITA Summer Circuit is currently 
made up of eight regional circuits (East, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, 
Midwest, Central, Mountain, Southwest and West) played dur-
ing the month of July, leading up to the August 7-11 ITA National 
Summer Championships in Bloomington, Indiana. Information 
can be found at: itatennis.com

2010 ITA Summer Circuit Events presented by the USTA
Mountain Circuit 			 
Univ. of Colorado 	 July 3-5	 Nicole Kenneally nicole.kenneally@colorado.edu
Univ. of Denver 	 July 10-12	 Christopher Lam christopher.lam@du.edu
Univ. of New Mexico 	 July 17-19 	Roy Canada rcanada@unm.edu
US Air Force Academy 	 July 24-26 	Kim Gidley kim.gidley@usafa.edu
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reetings! We’re off to a great start to the summer season. The participation levels 
this Spring have increased in the league and tournament areas and it looks the 
same for the Summer programs and tournaments as well. All of this activity affirms 

that the interest in tennis is on the rise here in Colorado and the entire country.
In addition to the standard administration of our staple programs and behind the scenes 

activity, we have been involved with several more high profile events. These include the Cinco 
De Mayo festival (the first of our three-part Diversity TennisFest Series), the Diversity Reception 
and the most recent hosting of the Junior Intermountain Summer Sectional Championships. 
All of these events were extremely successful as we look to both outreach to new players 
and communities; and provide a top-flight event for what can be considered the most presti-
gious tournament for the juniors who reside in the six-state Intermountain Section. There are 
so many people who step up and support these efforts. The aforementioned events alone 
brought together well over a hundred volunteers to support and assist the efforts of our staff. 
Without question, we would not be so successful without such amazing support. A big thank 
you to all those who help make these events possible.

In looking back over the years, there have been certain occasions where I have high-
lighted the efforts of the USTA Colorado staff – primarily during Board meetings, our Annual 
Meeting and other special events. I am well aware that the staff is not perfect – we’re human 
– and we are always interested in looking at ways we can improve upon our existing work. 
However, this group works extremely hard to provide the best possible administrative sup-
port and leadership for the projects and services that make a difference for tennis players 
and communities across the state. There are those who are more familiar with the effort and 
dedication that’s involved with our programs and services. And there are thousands who 
don’t know the behind the scenes commitment (and extra effort) that is made by the staff as 
we strive to produce the highest quality of work product and services for those involved with 
the sport and our association.

There is always more work to be done, more suggestions and feedback to listen to as we 
move forward each year. But I would like to take this opportunity to say that I am extremely 
proud of our staff and the work that they perform. We have an amazing group of people 
whose dedication is real and inspiring. They truly care about the people we serve and the 
outreach efforts to bring more people into the fold of Colorado tennis. We have an extremely 
strong and capable group of both “in-house” staff and those independent contractors whose 
skill and expertise are essential for us to accomplish the things we do statewide.

I have made mention over the years of the leadership and support provided to the staff 
from the Board of Directors and our committees. Hand-in-hand, we are working together to 
bring the best possible programs and services to those interested and involved in our sport 
throughout the state. We are growing, and in some areas the growth is so substantial that 
we are embarking on new challenges and issues. From my perspective it is good to know we 
have very capable people who genuinely care about people and the work we do to execute 
our mission to promote and develop the sport in our state. Those people include our staff, 
independent contractors, Board and Committee members, the amazing number of volunteers 
who support our events and all our tennis industry partners who help us all deliver tennis to 
communities throughout Colorado.

I am extremely proud and grateful to be a part of such an organization. And while we will 
continue to look for new and improved ways to go about our business, what a wonderful 
collection of people it is with which to work. 

3

news from USTA Colorado headquarters
state of the district

by fritz garger, USTA Colorado executive director
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The deadline to nominate a candidate 
for consideration is September 15.
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t's boom time again for tennis. With more than 30 million people picking up a rac-
quet last year, expectations are high that the sport will continue to experience the 
sort of growth that makes retailers and facility managers giggle in anticipation.

But there's one demographic that seems to be lagging in this resurgence. Kids, specifi-
cally, the 10 & under variety, are vastly under-represented in organized play opportunities. 
Considering the sales of junior racquets (designed specifically for kids in this age group) 
are up almost 90% in the last decade, the scarcity of youngsters competing in leagues and 
tournaments is puzzling.

In 2009, USA Soccer registered 1.1 million kids on 10 & under teams. That same year, 
just 11,436 unique players were competing in USTA sanctioned 10 & under tournaments 
nationwide. Junior Team Tennis didn't fare much better, with only 6,500 kids registered in the 
10 & under division. In Colorado, there are fewer than 150 unique 10 & under competitors, 
and just 362 registered JTT players in the 10 & under division.

If you're trying to develop the next generation of American pro tennis players, these types 
of numbers are not likely going to get it done. Even on a purely recreational level, these 
numbers reveal a soft spot in the system, as industry projections are that only 2% of all 10 
& under tennis players are involved in ANY type of competition.

Consider this – recent studies indicate that a vast majority of youth sports participants (35-
70%, depending on the sport) quit by the time they are teenagers. The number continues to 
nose dive as teens become adults, as recreational play opportunities dwindle. Tennis, on the 
other hand, seems to favor late bloomers. Whereas the numbers for 10 & under competition 
(recreational leagues and tournaments) are relatively small, the numbers for all USTA leagues 
and sanctioned tournaments are comparatively huge. So what's going on with our youngest 
players? Why are so many kids taking tennis lessons, yet so few playing tennis?

While the answer to this question is quite complex, the solution is simple. QuickStart.

I know many of you are familiar with QuickStart Tennis, the latest play format developed by 
the USTA (and many others) for kids 10 and under, but for those who need a refresher, QST 
is to Tennis what Little League is to Baseball – it's age-, size-, and ability-appropriate tennis 
for kids 10 and under. Shorter, narrower courts; shorter, lighter racquets; slower, less-lively 
balls; and kid-friendly scoring combine to bring tennis down to their level. But what makes 
QuickStart QuickStart is that it is not just another teaching application until the kids are big 
enough to move to a regular court. It's regulation play. 

Other teaching applications – like USPTA's Little Tennis and a hundred variations seen in 
clubs and facilities across the land – break out the mini-nets, the shorter racquets and the 
foam balls to introduce kids to the concepts of swinging, hitting, timing, etc. This traditional 
method is where kids learn to play tennis. 

In the QuickStart format, kids don't learn to play tennis. They play to learn tennis.
Kids learn sports best when they are continually engaged and having fun. And what better 

way to make sure kids are engaged than to have them playing games, rather than learning 
the fundamentals of how to hit a backhand volley?

Besides, the practice of bringing our children to tennis lessons seems to be a sure-fire way 
to turn them off. When was the last time you heard a child say he was hustling off to a soccer 
lesson? There's nothing inherently wrong with the traditional "tennis lesson". That's probably 
how you learned to play tennis. But there's something going on with that age-old formula that 
isn't serving our future generation of tennis players. 

Perhaps it's that we expect too much from our young players. I see it all the time, a tennis 
teacher will bring a handful of kids out on court for a "QuickStart" lesson. Of course, they 
have the QuickStart approved scaled-down equipment – the short nets, the smaller racquets, 
the foam balls, the short courts. The instructor proceeds to toss balls to each child, while the 
rest of the group dutifully and patiently awaits their turn. After two or three attempts at a vol-
ley, the child goes to the back of the line to wait for their turn to come again. 

Are we to assume that equipment size is the only thing that separates a 6 year old from a 
43 year old? As a parent, I can assure you that by the age of 6, a child hasn't yet developed 
the patience or attention span required to learn this way. Why would you go through the 
hassle of providing kids the age-appropriate tennis equipment if you're going to give them 
an adult lesson? Does the term, "picking daisies" ring a bell? 

It's this type of hackneyed thinking about orthodox tennis lessons that has kept the younger 
generation from becoming active participants in organized tennis.

I'm not a tennis instructor, but in a former life I was a ski coach and instructor. And whether 
you're teaching skiing, or tennis, or any other sport, there is one rule that I think many instruc-
tors ignore: there is no learning without motion. It doesn't matter whether a kid is freezing on 
the side of a hill watching his instructor diagram the perfect turn, or waiting in line for her 
turn to hit a volley, at that moment there is no fun, no joy, no learning.

You want to know the prescription for getting more kids playing organized tennis (and 
maybe even developing the next generation of American superstars)? QuickStart Tennis. 
Here's why:

First, by getting kids out and enjoying the sport on a recreational/competitive level, 
QuickStart helps develop tennis skills and confidence early on. Teaching an 8 year old using 
shorter courts and kid-friendly balls, then switching to a full-size venue with standard-issue 
balls for match play is a recipe for shattered nerves and crushed egos. 

Second, as young players progress from the initial 36-foot court (8 and under) to the 
60-foot court (9 and 10 year olds) with a bit livelier ball, they can take their skills and strate-
gies with them. Learning to compete on a 78-foot court teaches a youngster three skills: 1. 
hit the ball hard; 2. hit the ball really hard; 3. hit the ball really really hard. 

Third, kids shouldn't have to wait until high school geometry class to learn about angles.
Fourth, you can drill for hours in "simulated match play", but there's really no simulation 

that can simulate the emotional, physical and mental challenges that are part of a real tennis 
match, whether in a tournament setting or playing junior team tennis. Regardless of your age, 
there's a lot to learn about yourself in these situations. As parents and coaches, we should 
be very excited about these opportunities for growth.

Fifth, and finally, we have got to start building the foundations for the future by investing 
in new QuickStart courts, or at the very least, striping our traditional courts with QST lines. 
So far, few facilities have been willing to make this investment in the future of our sport, but 
both the USTA and Intercollegiate Tennis Association have gotten behind the campaign by 
issuing guidelines allowing for the additional lines. 

Colorado is lagging behind other states that have been quicker to build new QST facilities, 
or stripe existing courts with the QST lines. To date, only one dedicated QST facility has been 
completed (see page 11). Imagine what can happen in 5-10 years if our facilities get behind 
the QST movement and begin offering true competitive opportunities to the 10 & under 
crowd. Imagine how much fun our kids will be having when they develop the confidence that 
comes with competing in a nurturing and confidence-inspiring environment. 

The time for QuickStart is now, and not just as a teaching gimmick or a catch-all phrase 
for foam balls and short racquets. Instead of enrolling your child into another round of tennis 
lessons, maybe you should insist on having them play tennis instead. 

3

stop sending your kids to tennis lessons!
think about it. you don't send your kids to soccer lessons, why send 
them to tennis lessons? it's time to break out of the age-old teaching 
model of learning to play tennis, and start playing to learn. 

by kurt desautels, colorado tennis editor
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USTA COLORADO

Gates Tennis Center

3300 E Bayaud Ave 

Suite 201

Denver, CO 80209

phone:	 303.695.4116

toll free: 	 800.531.7438

fax: 	 303.695.7631

league fax:	303.695.6302

web: 	 COLORADOTENNIS.com

STAFF LISTING
Administration:

Fritz Garger
Executive Director, USTA CO/CYTF
x204  fritz@coloradotennis.com

Anita Cooper
Administrative Assistant
x200 anita@coloradotennis.com

Theresa Dickson
Accountant
x208 theresa@coloradotennis.com

Leagues:

dan lewis
Junior Leagues Director
x207 dan@coloradotennis.com

Jason Rogers
Adult Leagues Program Director, IT Coordinator
x202 jason.rogers@coloradotennis.com

Kailey Jonas 
Adult Leagues Coordinator
x206 kailey@coloradotennis.com

taylor mckinley
Adult Leagues Coordinator
x210 taylor@coloradotennis.com

JARRET SUTPHIN
Adult/Junior League Support
x225 jarret@coloradotennis.com

Community/Grassroots Tennis:

Kristy Harris
Community Development Director
x300 kristy@coloradotennis.com

kristy jenkins
USTA School Tennis Coordinator
x301 schools@coloradotennis.com

Sponsorship/Development:

Lisa Schaefer
Associate Executive Director, USTA CO/CYTF
x201 lisa@coloradotennis.com

Competitive Tennis/Player Development:

Jason Colter
Player Development & Tournaments Director
x205 jason@coloradotennis.com 

Marketing/Diversity:

paula mcclain
Marketing & Diversity Director
x220 paula@coloradotennis.com

Publications:

Kurt Desautels
Communications & Publications Director 
x203 kurt@coloradotennis.com

Information Technology:

Gary Goff
Information Technology & Technical Support Director
x303 support@coloradotennis.com 

2010 usta colorado Board of directors
Delegates At-Large
Rob Scott (Louisville), President
Taryn Archer (Denver), Vice President
Alden Bock (Evergreen)
Angela Finan (Broomfield)
Hai Ho (Broomfield)
Carolyn Peters (Highlands Ranch)
Nancy Pflughoeft (Loveland) 
Art Rimando (Denver)
Debbie Yoder (Denver)

Regional representatives
Karen Brandner (Southern Colorado), Treasurer
Aaron Clay (Western Slope)
Carol Baily (Mountain)
Dave Hill (Northern Colorado)
Kathleen Winegardner (Boulder), Secretary

Special Category Members 
Brett Haberstick (Colorado Tennis Umpires Assn.)
Ron Steege (U.S. Professional Tennis Assn.)
Nikki Hola (Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation)
Nora Harrison (Diversity)
Bill Trubey (Colorado Wheelchair Tennis Foundation)

about usta colorado 
A District of the United States Tennis Association, 

USTA Colorado is the governing body of tennis in our 
state. USTA Colorado’s mission is to promote and de-
velop the growth of tennis in Colorado. We do this in 
a number of ways. 

We provide grants to organizations that want to in-
troduce tennis to their communities and we offer schol-
arships to junior players who seek to take their game 
to the next level. We coordinate adult league play for 
more than 28,000 players across the state, and offer 
programs for junior players of all ages and abilities. 
Our sanctioned tournament schedule offers more than 
160 events this year, including several opportunities 
for wheelchair athletes.

We are in the parks. We are in recreation centers 
and in private clubs. We are in schools helping physi-
cal education teachers introduce our kids to a game 
that they can play for a lifetime, keeping them fit and 
healthy. We believe that fundamental tennis principles 
like sportsmanship, hard work and personal responsi-
bility translate into every area of life. Through tennis 
we are helping people realize their potential both on 
and off the court.

We are nearly 22,000 members strong, but our 
scope is not confined to those players alone. We rep-
resent the nearly 500,000 tennis players in our state, 
providing information and opportunities to play for 
each and every one of them. We reach out to all play-
ers, including those of diverse cultural backgrounds, 
mentally and physically challenged athletes, and un-
der-served communities. Diversity and Inclusion is a 
strategic priority for USTA Colorado and one of our 
core values. Diversity allows us to touch all of Colo-
rado and Inclusion allows all of Colorado to touch us.

We invite you to find out more about the lifetime 
sport of tennis. We will help you find a court, find a 
program, find a league or find a team. We will help 
you put the FUN back in FITNESS. So whether you 
want to learn to play tennis, get back into the sport, 
or just find more opportunities to play the game, we’re 
here to help.

grassroots tennis is our game. 

we plant it, grow it, and nurture it.

we’re  usta colorado.

it’s time to play.

USTA COLORADO
BACK ROW: Dan Lewis, Lisa Schaefer, Kristy Harris, Anita Cooper, Taylor McKinley, Jason Rogers.  
FRONT ROW: Kurt Desautels, Kailey Jonas, Fritz Garger, Paula McClain, Jason Colter.
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