
The District Junior Qualifier tournament results across the Midwest Section are used to advance players into 
the Midwest Closed Outdoor Championships held in June.  In an effort to have better quality play at the  
Midwest Outdoor Closed, the Midwest Section Junior Competitive Pathway Committee has come up with the 
first step to achieve this result.  While Southeastern Michigan is one of the largest Districts in the Midwest with 
plenty of high caliber players, other Districts vary in size and number of competitive junior players.  The  
number of Quota spot (guaranteed entry) players per District is derived from each District’s percentage of 
USTA Jr. Membership population.  Before 2015, Midwest Closed draw sizes of 128 had 120 players 
“endorsed” by their District, leaving an additional 8 spots open for each division, who were chosen off the 
most current Midwest Standing List at the time of deadline (after all District Qualifiers and Cup Team events 
were completed).  This process resulted in draws that were not populated by the top players of the Midwest 
Section, and included both low Standing List position players gaining entry and high Standing List position  
players not getting into the event.  There were various plans proposed, but ultimately the one that succeeded 
was a District Quota total of 102 players, which left 26 players in each division being chosen from the most 
current Midwest Standing List at the time of deadline.  This new rule will result in Southeast Michigan receiv-
ing twelve (12) Quota Spots in each division, which will be derived from the Quarterfinalists in both the main 
and consolation draw of our District Junior Qualifier.  All other players who play and complete the Southeast 
Michigan Qualifier (and win at least one match) will be endorsed as Alternates into the Midwest Closed utdoor 
Championships in order of their Standing Position on the Midwest Section Standing List published after the 
last weekend of all District Qualifiers. 
 

Other new procedures include a Play and Complete requirement and the forfeiture of any Quota spot from a 
player not able to advance to the Midwest Outdoor Closed.  In prior years, a District was able to substitute 
their next Standing List player into one of their abandoned Quota positions.  This year, a District will lose their 
abandoned Quota Spot and it will return to the “Midwest Pool” where it will be filled with an additional player 
chosen off the Midwest Standing List.  This procedure should ensure that the top Standing List players make 
it into the Outdoor Closed event. 
 

The Midwest Committee has also put in place “Play and Complete” requirements that in 
the past were left to a District’s discretion.  Play and 
Complete means that no match (including any  
consolation draw matches) can end in a walkover or 
default; however, a retirement in the main will allow a 
player to compete in the Consolation Draw to fulfill their 
Play and Complete requirement.  An Appeal process 
will be available for any player who entered the  
Southeast Michigan District Qualifier and did not play 
and complete all matches in order to be considered  
for endorsement into the Midwest Closed Outdoor 
Championship.   
 

While all these rules and procedures are important for 
the top finishers of our District Qualifier to ensure they 
are not overlooked for advancement, our desire is to 
offer a great event for all players.  Deadline for our 
Qualifier (see page 3) is fast approaching.  Don’t miss 
your opportunity to play against Southeast Michigan 
finest!  
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DRAWS WILL BE LIMITED AS FOLLOWS:  
 B12s - 64 Draw G12s - 48 Draw 
 B14s - 64 Draw  G14s - 48 Draw 
 B16s - 64 Draw          G16s - 48 Draw 
 B18s - 48 Draw  G18s - 32 Draw  
 
PLAYER SELECTION:  Players will be selected based on the specified USTA/Midwest Section Standing 
List noted on the respective Tournament Home Pages. Players will be selected by the following: 
 
1. Players from the top 50 of the most current USTA/Midwest Section Standing List in next lower division 

based on the following draw sizes: 
 

 64 draw - top 8 players from the lower age group  
     (exception: top 4 players from the 10s for the Boys 12s division).  
 48 draw - top 6 players from the lower age group   

(exception: top 3 players from the 10s for the Girls 12s division).  
 32 draw - top 4 players from the lower age group.  
 24 draw - top 2 players from the lower age group.  

 
2. Remaining players will be selected from the specified USTA/Midwest Section Standing List in the age 

division of the event. Alternates will be selected from the USTA/Midwest Section Standing List in the divi-
sion of the event and will be numbered and posted on tournament home page after tournament dead-
line. 

  
SEEDING: Seeding will be determined using the same USTA/Midwest Section Standing List used for se-
lection. 
  
FORMAT:  Main draw format will be two-out-of-three sets, with the third set played out in its entirety. 
(There is a mandatory 10-minute break between the second and third sets FOR ALL AGE GROUPS). 
Consolation draw format will be two-out-of-three sets with a tie-break in lieu of the third set. (There is a 3-
minute break between the second and third sets FOR ALL AGE GROUPS). Main Draw will be played to 
completion and Feed-In Consolation played to the Quarterfinals. 
  
First Round matches will begin as early as 4:00 p.m. Friday with Monday 5:00 p.m. finals (Tuesday finals, 
rain date). 
  
This tournament is open to Southeast Michigan District residents only. Entrant must be a legal resident of 
Hillsdale, Lenawee, Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Wayne, or Washtenaw county. 
  
ENTRANTS MUST PROVIDE BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING:  Proof of Residency and Proof of Citizenship. 
 
Please refer to the Tournament Home Pages for complete Muthig Jr. Qualifier details (TennisLink at 
www.usta.com) with appropriate Tournament ID number shown above. 
 

The Top Local Junior Tournament of the Year: 
OUR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN JUNIOR DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP! 

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

Girls weekend June 5-8th 
(Tournament ID#850116915) 

Boys weekend May 29-June 1st
(Tournament ID#855750115) 
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14 & Under Team (co-ed)  
Max. team size: 8 players (4 boys / 4 girls)  
TennisLink ID #855732215 
Location: Purdue University, IN 
Player Entry fee: $125 
Team shirtt included in entry fee.  Hotel and travel expenses to 
and from event will be the responsibility of the player. 

Be a part of SE Michigan’s Midwest Cup Teams! 
 

On June 12th, 2015, Southeast Michigan will send its top players to compete against the other twelve  
districts for bragging rights as the best of the Midwest Section.  If you are a top player in Southeastern  
Michigan and would like to be considered for a spot on either the 12 & Under, 14 & Under or 18 & Un-
der Midwest Cup Teams, you must sign up on TennisLink.  Team members will be chosen from the top 
players registered after the deadline using the most current Midwest Standing List available from the 
appropriate age group (top players in the 16s may be considered for the 18 & U Cup Teams).  Deadline 
for application is May 31, 2015.  The selection process will include (but is not limited to): current Mid-
west Standing List, Code Violations, participation in the District Qualifier and Sportsmanship. 
 

12 & Under Team (co-ed)  
Max. team size: 8 players (4 boys / 4 girls)  
TennisLink ID #855732115 
Location: Greenwood, IN 
Player Entry fee: $125 
Team shirt included in entry fee.  Hotel and travel  
expenses to and from event will be the responsibility 
of the player. 
 

18 & Under Girls Team  
Max. team size: 8 players  
TennisLink ID #850120615 
Location: Urbana, IL (University of Illinois) 
Player Entry fee: $250 
Team shirt, room, board and travel expenses are  
included. Team players travel together with coaches  
to event. Players need to provide for their  
own personal expenses. 
 

18 & Under Boys Team  
Max. team size: 10 players  
TennisLink ID #855732415 
Location: South Bend, IN 
Player Entry fee: $250 
Team shirt, room, board and travel expenses are included.  
Team  players travel together with coaches to event.  
 Players need to provide for their own personal expenses. 
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HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS:HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS:  
 

 

If you’re looking for college financial 

assistance, apply for the  
 

Kaspers’ ScholarshipKaspers’ Scholarship  
 

On October 30, 1989, June and Bert Kaspers (formerly of Southeast Michigan) created a  
scholarship fund to provide financial assistance to graduating high school seniors  

for college tuition and expenses. The Kaspers’ legacy lives through the past, present  
and future accomplishments of the winners of this scholarship.   

 

The scholarship is available for 2015 graduates.  
 

Deadline for Applications is June 30, 2015   

 
Kaspers’ Scholarship Applications are available on our website: www.semich.usta.com, under “juniors”). 

 

2014 Kaspers’ Scholarship Recipients:  Molly Fox, Kerry Hu and Rohan Sinha 

Up to $10,000 in Assistance! 

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

The Rochester College men's 
and women's tennis teams are 
in the process of completing their 
first season of competition in the 
NAIA.  The team is currently 
looking to build their rosters for 
next season and is now able to 
offer Athletic Scholarships.   
 
The program is headed up by 
Coach Evan Valeri. Valeri  
attended Ferris State University 
where he graduated with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Profes-
sional Tennis Management/
Marketing and is USPTA and 
USRSA certified.  
 
If you are interested in being a 
part of the Rochester College 
tennis program, please contact 
Coach Evan Valeri at 
evaleri@rc.edu or Associate  
Athletic Director, Clayton Bissett, 
at cbissett@rc.edu. 

Rochester College Offering 
Tennis Scholarships! 
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2015 Southeast Michigan Points Per Round for Juniors 
Points are accrued by a player depending on what round they achieve in any tournament.  The level of the 
tournament determines the amount of points accrued (referred to as the "weight" of the tournament)  "Byes" 
do not qualify as wins; however, defaults, retirements, walkovers and withdrawals do (for the advancing 
player).  Please note that tournaments carry different "weights" at the Section level (i.e. a District Level 
4 Tournament is a Midwest Section Level 5 Tournament) and have a different Point Table (refer to the  
Midwest Section Point Table at right). 
 

Southeast Michigan Singles Ranking 
A player must play and complete the Southeast Michigan Muthig District Qualifier or two Southeast  
Michigan District sanctioned tournaments in order to be considered for a final year-end District Ranking.  
A player’s final ranking will be based on the best 6 tournaments in a specific age group from Jan. 1-Dec. 
31st. A player must have earned a minimum of 32 points in an age division in order to be included in the 
Southeast Michigan District Final Rankings (eligibility requirements must be met). 
 

Standing List: A standing list is a tentative strength listing of players including match results from the previ-
ous 12 months. A player must earn 8 points in an age division in order to appear on the Southeastern 
Michigan Standing List. A player’s best 6 tournaments will be used.  Matches played in a player’s actual 
age division as well as any higher age division(s) will be included in the calculation of the Standings. The 
Standing List is a rolling calendar (today, back 364 days). 

 

Southeast Michigan 
Points Per Round 

Event Levels for 2015 
 

Level 1 
Midwest Level 1  

(Midwest Closed Indoor and Outdoor) 
 

Level 1A 
National Level 1 

 

Level 2 
Midwest Level 2 

National Level 1A 
 

Level 2A 
SEMTA Qualifier & Future Qualifier 

Midwest Level 3 
National Level 2 and 3 

 

Level 3 
Midwest Level 4 and 5 

 

Level 4 
SEM Tournaments 

 

Level 5 
All other tournaments in  

Midwest Section 
 

Level 6 
N.E.T. Championship Series 

PLEASE NOTE: Be aware that 
tournament levels and point val-
ues are different at the Midwest 
Sectional level (i.e. a District 
Level 2A Tournament [Muthig 
Qualifier] is a Midwest Section 
Level 3 Tournament). Refer to 
our Southeast Michigan Website: 
www.semich.usta.com, under “jr. 
Tournaments”  “Points Per 
Round”. 
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

JUNIOR TOURNAMENT  
$25 TRY-IT REBATE 

Want to try out a Southeast Michigan Jr. Tournament for a reduced entry fee?  
Receive a $25 Refund for trying your FIRST tournament! 

 
MUST SUBMIT Application from our Website to receive rebate:  www.semich.usta.com 

 
*Can be used for any District Level 4-5 Tournament. Applications must be submitted by Dec. 31, 2015 or until funds exhausted. 

Must be entered in first Southeast Michigan District Jr. Tournament. and a resident of Southeastern Michigan. 

 

Midwest Section 
Points Per Round 
Event Levels for 

2015 
 

Level 1  
USTA/Midwest Indoor Closed  

Championships  
USTA/Midwest Closed Outdoor 

Championships  
USTA/Midwest Fall Closed  

Championships  
 

Level 2  
USTA/Midwest January, March & 

December Designated Series  
Memorial Day Weekend  

USTA/Midwest District Team Cups  
USTA/Midwest Open  

Championships  
Labor Day Weekend  

 
Level 3  

USTA/Midwest Section Level 3  
Tournaments  

Memorial Day Weekend  
District Qualifiers  

USTA/Midwest Jr. Team Tennis 
Section Championships  

USTA/Midwest Section Level 3 
East & West Championships  

USTA/Midwest Section Winter 
Championship  

 
Level 4  

USTA/Midwest Level 4  
Tournaments  

USTA/Midwest Level 4 East & West 
Championships  

 
Level 5  

USTA/Midwest USTA Level 5  
Tournaments 

All other District Tournaments  

2015 Midwest Points Per Round for Juniors 

Please refer to the Midwest Section website for complete details on ranking requirements: www.midwest.usta.com. 
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GIRLS 10s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Roeck, Emma  
2 MacKinnon, Sophia 
3 Zampardo, Maddy 
4 Shaya, Grace  
5 Miller, Reese 
6 Thompson, Laynie 
7 Luna, Nicole 
8 Wang, Cleo 
9 Govila, Nina 
10 Chenfang, Hayley  
11 Coroiu, Isabella  
12 Liu, Alicen  
13 Joint, Maya 
14 Krygier, Hadley  
15 LaVoy, Rachel 
16 Brown, Charlotte 
17 Vogel, Eleanor  
18 Stahl, Evelyn  
19 Coroiu, Julianna  
20 Asher, Payton 
21 Bickersteth, Ana 
22 Kinra, Anika 
23 Todesco, Ana 
24 Teofilovic, Ana 
25 Gowda, Kavitha 
MIDWEST TOP 50 
1  Roeck, Emma  
4  Jones, Elisabeth  
8  MacKinnon, Sophia    
22  Shaya, Grace  
26  Zampardo, Maddy     
32  Miller, Reese    
36  Mueller, Kamie    
44  Thompson, Laynie    
 
BOYS 10s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Stojanov, Daniel 
2 Mascarin, Michael  
3 Pluszczyk, Adam 
4 Oral, Mert  
5 Grozev, Christian 
6 Andea, Andrew 
7 DeMuth, Owen 
8 Buzdugan, Alex  
9 Anderson, Clayton 
10 Verma, Rishi 
11 Mundkur, Vikram  
12 Kim, Corwin  
13 Liss, Michael  
14 Pauken, Nicholas 
15 Stefanos, David 
16 Stafford, Connor  
17 Gordinier, Matthew  
18 Weiss, Cameron  
19 McNalley, MacKinley 
20 McCaffrey, Devon 
21 Abbaraju, Aditya  
22 Pinnoo, Ian 
23 Chen, Michael  
24 Dhaliwal, Nihaal  
25 Ifkovits, Corbin  
MIDWEST TOP 50 
3  Stojanov, Daniel    

6  Mascarin, Michael  
9  Pluszczyk, Adam    
11  Oral, Mert  
26  Grozev, Christian    
35  Rhodes, Stanley  
45  Kim, Joshua    
49  Andea, Andrew    
 
GIRLS 12s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Weiss, Olivia Carlesso 
2 Miller, Karina 
3 King, Whitney  
4 Kouzmanov, Isabelle  
5 Zhou, Angie 
6 Jones, Elisabeth  
7 Teofilovic, Andrea 
8 Fliegner, Julia  
9 Sullivan, Madeline  
10 Shaya, Grace  
11 Barrett, Ruby 
12 MacKinnon, Sophia 
13 Mandair, Sukhmani 
14 Szemraj, Wiktoria  
15 Meka, Nikitha  
16 Zampardo, Maddy 
17 Roeck, Emma  
18 Govila, Nina 
19 Brooks, Jamy 
20 Krstovski, Jordana  
21 Miller, Reese 
22 Zampardo, Melanie 
23 Formentin, Helana 
24 Winston, Marquette 
25 Schardt, Mallory  
MIDWEST TOP 50 
2  Weiss, Olivia Carlesso   
4  Miller, Karina    
18  King, Whitney  
23  Kouzmanov, Isabelle 
41  Zhou, Angie 
45  Jones, Elisabeth  
NATIONAL TOP 100 
56  Miller, Karina    
89  Weiss, Olivia Carlesso   
 
BOYS 12s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Stafford, Joseph  
2 Tracy, JJ 
3 Cimpeanu, Brennan  
4 Etterbeek, Jeffrey 
5 Bickersteth, Jacob 
6 Deenadayalu, Sahil  
7 Kim, Aidan 
8 Brown, Gabe 
9 Cooksey, William 
10 Nallani, Jagan 
11 Kelley, Owen  
12 Piana, Frank  
13 Kim, Joshua 
14 Oral, Mert  
15 Grozev, Christian 
16 Chen, Andrew 
17 Dudley, Tafari  
18 Rhodes, Stanley  

19 Liss, Jonah  
20 Mascarin, Michael  
21 Bondin, Natan 
22 Prather, Kenny 
23 Falk, Brandon 
24 Pluszczyk, Adam 
25 Meluta, Vlad 
MIDWEST TOP 50 
3  Stafford, Joseph   
7  Tracy, JJ    
8  Etterbeek, Jeffrey    
10  Cimpeanu, Brennan  
18  Deenadayalu, Sahil  
20  Bickersteth, Jacob    
28  Brown, Gabe    
36  Kim, Aidan    
37  Fuchs, Oliver    
40  Baylis, Luke    
43  Cooksey, William     
NATIONAL TOP 100 
33  Tracy, JJ    
76  Etterbeek, Jeffrey    
89  Deenadayalu, Sahil  
93  Stafford, Joseph  
 
GIRLS 14s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Mukherjee, Tia 
2 Hartje, Elle 
3 Yarlagadda, Anika 
4 Karoub, Monique 
5 Chang, Olivia  
6 Weiss, Olivia Carlesso 
7 Kumar, Shanoli 
8 Courtright, Caroline 
9 Clem, Esperanza 
10 Miller, Karina 
11 Pietrowicz, Maja 
12 Gandham, Miriam 
13 Sesi, Katie 
14 Rogosch, Kaitlyn 
15 Opalewski, Lauren  
16 Braun, Jessica  
17 Cheung, Leila 
18 Barrett, Taylor 
19 Stone-Wheatley,  

Madeline 
20 Mandair, Sukhmani 
21 Narens, Madison 
22 Mady, Victoria  
23 Winston, Marquette 
24 Hijaouy, Jacqueline  
25 McConnell, Allison  
MIDWEST TOP 50 
3  Mukherjee, Tia    
7  Hartje, Elle   
9  Yarlagadda, Anika    
16  Chang, Olivia   
22  Karoub, Monique   
26  Kumar, Shanoli    
29  Clem, Esperanza    
37  Courtright, Caroline   
41  Weiss, Olivia Carlesso   
46  Miller, Karina   
47  Gandham, Miriam    
49  Pietrowicz, Maja   

NATIONAL TOP 100 
71  Mukherjee, Tia    
82  Yarlagadda, Anika   
 
BOYS 14s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Wen, Alex  
2 Jacobson, Benji 
3 Zhang, Andrew 
4 Hyman, Julian 
5 Vidinas, Gabriel 
6 Hemmrich, Constantin  
7 Paduraru, Andrei 
8 Li, Joshua 
9 Baylis, Luke 
10 Kao, Timothy  
11 Nguyen, Donovan  
12 Klak, Nicholas  
13 Liss, Gabriel  
14 MacKinnon, Alexander 
15 Deenadayalu, Sahil  
16 Piana, Frank  
17 Burman, Cade 
18 Bickersteth, Jacob 
19 Partington, Felix 
20 Forman, Steven 
21 Mettler, Alexander 
22 Burman, Sebastian  
23 Pluszczyk, David 
24 Nallani, Jagan 
25 Luo, Justin Pan 
MIDWEST TOP 50 
1  Nettles, Jibril    
17  Jacobson, Benji    
25  Wen, Alex Donald   
27  Zhang, Andrew      
49  Hyman, Julian    
50  Reed, Patrick   
NATIONAL TOP 100 
47  Nettles, Jibril     
 
GIRLS 16s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Nash, Jeannie 
2 Thielman, Ava 
3 Hurley, Marybeth 
4 Yarlagadda, Anika 
5 Vasile, Dominique 
6 Hartje, Sasha  
7 Cimpeanu, Hannah  
8 Worley, Emma  
9 Shannon, Evangeline 
10 Brown, Eliza 
11 Whall, Alexandra  
12 Courtright, Caroline 
13 Flournoy, Madeleine 
14 Gao, Joanne 
15 Chang, Olivia  
16 Mullins, Haley  
17 Motea, Allison  
18 Paolucci, Madeleine  
19 Gorgioski, Ivona 
20 Brooks, Claire  
21 Karoub, Monique 
22 Kumar, Shanoli 
23 Pietrowicz, Maja 

24 Mukherjee, Tia 
25 Payne, Kendall 
MIDWEST TOP 50 
15  Thielman, Ava     
16  Nash, Jeannie    
22  Vasile, Dominique    
28  Hurley, Marybeth    
35  Cimpeanu, Hannah  
36  Yarlagadda, Anika    
43  Hartje, Sasha  
NATIONAL TOP 100 
72  Hurley, Marybeth   
 
BOYS 16s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Mukherjee, Josh 
2 Kitayama, Denali 
3 Wong, Davis  
4 Martin-Dyer, Jack 
5 Yi, Ian  
6 Kerst, Jason  
7 Nettles, Jibril 
8 Sable, Marc  
9 Winkler, Jack 
10 Gandham, David 
11 Adams, Christopher  
12 Matisse, Alex 
13 Karoub, Noah  
14 Jacobson, Benji 
15 Faber, Michael 
16 Pero, Anthony 
17 Brozovich, Franklin 
18 Stuart, Ian 
19 Runkle, Damian  
20 Mueller, Kobie 
21 Reed, Patrick 
22 Haselwanter, Alexis  
23 Willard, Patrick 
24 Li, Oliver 
25 Paduraru, Andrei 
MIDWEST TOP 50 
5  Johnston, Connor B.   
8  Mukherjee, Josh   
19  Wong, Davis  
20  Kitayama, Denali    
29  Martin-Dyer, Jack    
35  Kerst, Jason  
38  Sable, Marc  
39  Yi, Ian   
43  Nettles, Jibril   
47  Gandham, David    
48  Winkler, Jack   
NATIONAL TOP 100 
47  Johnston, Connor B.   
 
GIRLS 18s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Moldovan, Bianca 
2 Hurley, Marybeth 
3 Nguyen, Davina  
4 Huckleby, Adorabol  
5 Huber, Tiffany 
6 Vasile, Dominique 
7 Spindler, Isabella  
8 O'Brien, Colleen 
9 Abelson, Sophia  

2014 Year End Junior Singles Ranking Lists 
Top District, Sectional & National Southeast Michigan Players* 

*Top positions shown in each age division.  For a complete list, see TennisLink Tournaments at www.usta.com under “ranking home”. 

10 Selenica, Marina 
11 Neely, Raven  
12 Worley, Emma  
13 Mullins, Haley  
14 Jiang, Lucy 
15 perry, Samantha  
16 King, Sydney  
17 Ciellza, Astrid 
18 Hyman, Halle  
19 Dunleavy, Kathryn . 
20 Brown, Eliza 
21 Najarian, Alexandria  
22 Brozovich, Lizzie 
23 Jordan, Christina 
24 Fox, Mollie A. 
25 Szuba, Madeline  
MIDWEST TOP 50 
4  Moldovan, Bianca    
6  Hurley, Marybeth    
19  Nguyen, Davina   
30  Vasile, Dominique   
31  Huber, Tiffany      
36  Huckleby, Adorabol  
42  Spindler, Isabella  
47  Abelson, Sophia  
48  O'Brien, Colleen   
NATIONAL TOP 100 
24  Moldovan, Bianca    
38  Najarian, Alexandria  
 
BOYS 18s 
SEMTA TOP 25 
1 Wang, Timothy 
2 Rakic, Ivan 
3 Paolucci, Nicholas  
4 Martin-Dyer, Jack 
5 Rothstein, Kevin  
6 Mertz, Griffin 
7 Hyman, Justin 
8 Kerst, Jason  
9 Kim, Alexander 
10 Dube, Michael 
11 Petersen, Jack . 
12 Brozovich, Franklin 
13 Peery, Chase 
14 Burstein, Blake  
15 Johnston, Connor B. 
16 Ciraci, John  
17 Sable, Marc  
18 Luker, Austin  
19 Yi, Ian  
20 Gupta, Rahul 
21 Romano, Nicholas 
22 Potter, Jason  
23 Ingles, Luke  
24 Long, Connor  
25 Wong, Davis  
MIDWEST TOP 50 
14  Wang, Timothy    
38  Paolucci, Nicholas  
40  Rakic, Ivan    
46  Mertz, Griffin    
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 
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GREAT TENNIS FOR A GREAT CAUSE! 
 

Including a re-match of Aaron Krickstein and Jimmy Arias!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

DIVISIONS FOR 10U BEGINNER TO ADVANCED PLAYERS!  
10-18U Challenger Division for District Level 5 Points Per Round 

10 & Under Novice Division for Earned Advancement Recognition Points (60’ court, Orange Stage Ball) 
8 & Under Novice Division for Earned Advancement Recognition Points (36’ court, Red Stage Ball) 

 

July 17July 17--19th19th——Sign up Today!Sign up Today!  
  

Visit www.usta.com, “tennislink” “tournaments” 10U Tournament ID#855732815 (Birmingham Racquet Club) 
12-18U Tournament ID# 850107215 (Bloomfield Open Hunt—also host of Krickstein/Arias match) 

 

USTA Membership Required 
FREE 1 Yr. Membership for first time 10 & U members: (Use Promo Code “FYF15CNS”) 

First Year Free Renewing Membership ($10—50% Discount) (Use Promo Code “10MW15”) 

Our District Championship Tournament for 10 & Under Boys and Girls!                       
May 15-18th, 2015 

Enter online using “TennisLink” at www.usta.com (Tournament ID #855720315)  Deadline: 5/8/15 
2015 Event held at Franklin Athletic Club on Northwestern Hwy. in Southfield 

 

See tournament homepage for complete details, 
or call the District Office (734) 421-1025.  

 
 

District Level 2A Event for Points Per Round 
 

Top Finishers (Champion & Finalist) Qualify for Midwest Closed 10s in July! 
RESIDENCY & CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL ENTRANTS!  

(See Tournament Homepage for complete details) 
 

Regulation-size Court Green-Dot Ball 
Two out of three sets with tie-break in lieu of third 

Junior Tournament—Now Hosting ALL Age Divisions 
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

Early Development Camps (EDCs) are the next step to recruit and 
retain our most promising young “orange ball” athletes, ages 6 to 10. 
Successful EDCs located throughout the country will help grow the 
talent pool of junior players and create a new wave of world-class ten-
nis professionals in the years to come. EDCs have a limited number of 
participants (24), a low pro/player ratio (4:1), and are chosen based on 
player results at the EDC Combine that include Athletic Skills and 
Technical Development. 
 
The EDC series is for Orange level players only. If your develop-
ment pathway shows that you are on a different level than Orange 
(above or below), then you will not be considered for selection 
into EDCs. Once a player gets selected, he/she needs to com-
mit to attend all four EDC Camps and stay at the Orange level 
until completion of the last camp. 
 
The USTA/Midwest Section has announced five locations for the inaugural year of the 
Early Development Camps (one in each of the five Midwest Section States).  We are 
very pleased to announce that LifeTime Fitness Rochester was chosen as the State 
of Michigan’s EDC location and LIfeTime Fitness Teaching Pro Nick Petrick, as 
lead Coach.   
 
The 2015 Early Development Camps will be made up of a progression 
of themes and after attending all four camps, the program should 
prove to be extremely beneficial for you and your child. The 
same group of players will attend all four high-
performance camps. The camp themes for the  
players, parents and coaches will be as follows: 
 
The Expert Rallyer - Learning and Re-

specting the Game/Why 10 & Under?/ 
Linking Athletic Development to the Technical Development of the Groundstroke. 

 
The Solid Server & Ridiculous Returner - What does it Mean to Compete?/The 

Importance of the Role of the Parent and Coach/ Linking Athletic Development and the Technical  
Development of the Serve and Return 

 
The Net Dominator - What are the Mechanics of Being a Competitor?/Introduction to Training &  

Competition/Linking Athletic Development to the Transition Game 
 
The All Court Player – Preparing for the Next Court/Moving to the Next Court and the Potential  

Challenges/Linking Athletic Development to the All Court Player 
 
The EDC Player Identification “COMBINE” - August 1st Noon-3pm 

at LifeTime Fitness—Rochester 
 

TO REGISTER, VISIT OUR WEBSITE (www.semich.usta.com) UNDER “10 & UNDER TENNIS” TODAY! 
 
The combine is completely FREE to attend and will be a fun 3 hours of athletic and tennis skill develop-
ment & testing!  Registering for the Combine does not guarantee that the player will get selected for the 
camp, but will let us know that you are interested in participating.  

 
2015 EDC Camp Schedule:  

Sunday, September 13, 2015 12-5pm  
Sunday, October 11, 2015 12-5 pm  

Sunday, November 15, 2015 12-5pm  
Sunday, December 13, 2015 12-5pm  

10 & Under Tennis:  High Performance  
Orange Ball Camps to Aid in Talent Identification 
Southeast Michigan Facility & Tennis Pro Chosen for State Pilot  
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Already offering match play in the summer?   
Take advantage of the incentive monies for your program! 

A great way to keep the kids active this summer is by playing tennis!  And our Summer Team Tennis is 
just the option to give our children a reason to get outside and play, while providing valuable monetary  
resources for your program!  Our District is offering a $50 per team incentive (including essential equip-
ment for 10 & under teams) on both traveling and in-house (non-travel) leagues, which will include a FREE 
season ending Tennis Festival in August.  Registration is NOW OPEN.  Visit our website today! 

10-14U Summer Team Tennis for Traveling or In-House 
Leagues can help you Fund your Program! 
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We’re Providing Low-Cost District Run Match Play  
for High School Players Every Weekend this Summer! 
Helping high school players stay match ready is a crucial part of our sport, and our District is here to help!  
We will be offering low-cost match play weekends almost every weekend this summer.  Matches will be  
2-4 hours in length (depending on the number of players participating) with plenty of round robin play in 
both singles and doubles.  Locations will be moved around the Southeast Michigan District (outdoor ven-
ues) based on registered player residence locations, where we will be doing our best to bring these match 
play opportunities close to you!  Sign up Today!  Bring a friend.  With a low cost registration fee ($5) and 
match day fee of $10 (only when you play), along with optional USTA Membership you can’t go wrong! 
Registration is NOW OPEN with the team number listed below. 
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Our 2014-15 Jr. Team Tennis Indoor Season  
comes to an exciting finish, with come from behind wins 
and competitive play! 
It’s always our pleasure to meet the great young players who participate in our Jr. Team Tennis Program, 
and this year’s District Championships were no exception!  Two great weekends of play—18U March 7 & 
8th at Wimbledon Racquet Club and the 14U Teams March 21 & 22nd at The Chippewa Club—provided 
good competition and great fun!  The 12U Intermediate teams were so evenly matched, play continued 
late into the night to determine a winner and our 14U Intermediate Champion team snatched victory from 
the jaws of defeat by an amazing back-against-the-wall win to upset our 2014 District Championship team.  
Congratulations to all the players, parents and coaches that participate week-in and week-out to make our 
program one of the best in the nation!  Watch the results from Midwest Championships in August in our 
next issue of the Court Reporter! 

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

12U Beg. DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 

Troy LionsTroy Lions  
Coach: Samit Shah 

 

Eligible Players Include: Christopher  
Acciaioli, Alex Buzdugan, Yasmeen  

Dakrouni, Jack Dickson, Hayden Durant, 
Shalin Kakasani, Abhinav Nuthalapati, Rhea 

Raut, Nikhil Tatineni and Andrew Wang.  

12U Beg. DISTRICT FINALISTS 
  

Huron Valley Huron Valley   
Northern LightsNorthern Lights  
Coach: Eric Sturgis  
(Brock Foster, pictured) 
 

Eligible Players Include: Meera Agrawal, 
Jack Archibald, Sam Berkooz, Margaret 
Chen, Ned Curley, Jenna Redmile, Paul 
Trampler, Divya Yerrakalva, Benjamin 
Zhang and Derek Zhou. 

12U Beg. THIRD PLACE 

Franklin SparrowsFranklin Sparrows  
Coach: Andre Dupret 

 

Eligible Players Include: Eli Foltyn,  
Evan Foltyn, Chiara Martella, Ariella Osipov,  

Karsten Patel, Aryasai Radhakrishnan,  
Joshua Walling and Eric Wang.  
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12U Intermediate 
 DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 

  

Huron Valley Huron Valley   
Rolling ThunderRolling Thunder  

 

Coach: Eric Sturgis  
(Naveed Iqball, pictured)   

Eligible Players Include: Aditya Abbaraju,   
Nico Buettner, Lee Fingar-Myers,  

Olivia Helmer, Rishab Jayaram, Alexandra 
Kukucka, Larry Lu, Annamaria Raftu,  

Hikari Takemoto and Allie Zhang.  

12U Intermediate  
DISTRICT FINALISTS 
  

West Bloomfield West Bloomfield   
Balls of Fury Balls of Fury   
Coach: Marimar Alonso 
 

Eligible Players Include:Josh Balan, 
Carly Bernard, Ava Brizard, Aaryan 
Chandna, Akita Kotian, McKenzie 
Narens, Sahith Shankar, Chloe Wang, 
Joshua Weingarden, Troy Williams 
and Piper Young. 

12U Intermediate THIRD PLACE 

Eastside SmashersEastside Smashers  
Coach: Mark Miller 

 

Eligible Players Include: Kate Adams, Adam Chugh,  
Zach Farrell,  Moira Hix, Matthew Kornmeier, Jackson Marchal, 

Bobbie Peskin,  Jackson Potter, Meghan and Molly Wysocki 
   

14U Intermediate DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 
  

Franklin HawksFranklin Hawks  
Coach: Michelle Bradford 
 

Eligible Players Include: Faris Alazem, Yanis Boussarsar, 
Liam Conkey, Jacob Dwoskin, Amanda Herdoiza, Sammy 
Osipov, Sullivan Patel, Anushri Radhakrishnan, Cameron 
Carlesso Weiss and Marley Wolf. 

14U Intermediate 
DISTRICT FINALISTS  

  

Liberty Tiger SharksLiberty Tiger Sharks  
Coach: Paul Ripley 

 

Eligible Players Include: Henry Branch, Riley 
Dickinson, Thomas Halloran, Krystal Kao,  

Ian Sood, Julius Stuhec, Jarrett Sung,  
Michael Swortzel, Jennifer Wolf, Isabel Yi  

and Eric Zhou.  
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18U Intermediate  
DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 
  
  

Huron Valley Huron Valley   
WhirlwindsWhirlwinds  
Coach: Jim Sayed 
 

Eligible Players Include: Jacob 
Arvidson, Alexander Deatrick, 
Sarah Gamble, Bianca Ghita, 
Jacob Hanoian, Katia  

Kukucka, Colleen O'Leary, Deven Patel, Andrew Quinn, Sushruta Shanka, Ningrui Wei and Chelsea Yu.       

18U Advanced DISTRICT FINALISTS 

Liberty Mountain WolvesLiberty Mountain Wolves  
Coach: Peter Pusztai 

 

Eligible Players Include: Brian Carpenter, Olivia 
Chang, Kara Dickinson, Oliver Fuchs, Henry 

Fuchs, Sayhaan Goraya, Samuel Gough, Hector 
Jacome-Jaramillo, Timothy Kao, Zach Martell,  

Danielle Mitroi, Emma St Pierre and Ian Yi.   

18U Advanced  DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 
  

Franklin RavensFranklin Ravens  
Coach: Keith Robinson 
 

Eligible Players Include: Sheryl Carter, Jarreau  
Campbell, Deon Griffin, Haley Mullins, Jonathan  
Nirenberg, Joshua Olmstead, Anthony Pero, Blake 
Small, Maya Solomon and Arti Vaishnav. 

18U Intermediate  
DISTRICT FINALISTS 

  
  

Ann Arbor Rec Ann Arbor Rec   
AvalancheAvalanche  

Coach: Vanda Shadigian 
 

Eligible Players Include: Sonal Bahl, Ryan 
Conway, Nicolas Figueroa, Jackson Jost, 

Saige Jost, Nikhil Kalra, Kathryn Lee, 
Brian Park, Nicholas Porter, Samiksha 

Prasanna and Taylor Smith.  

FLIGHT WINNING TEAMS ADVANCING DIRECTLY TO MIDWEST CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
10 Adv. CHAMPIONS West Bloomfield Soup-Ah-Stars 

12 Adv. CHAMPIONS West Bloomfield Tough Masters / FINALISTS: 12 Adv. Port Huron Heat 
14 Adv. CHAMPIONS Port Huron Catching Fire / FINALISTS: 14 Adv. West Bloomfield Big Shots 

PLEASE COMPLETE OUR JUNIOR TEAM TENNIS PROGRAM SURVEY  
(sent via emessage) and also available on our website: www.semich.usta.com, on the Jr. Team Tennis homepage. 
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 
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To join a team, 
contact your  
local facility  

or  
Deb Thallman,  

Southeast  
Michigan District  

League Coordinator 

(734) 
421-1025  

(email:  
deb@semich-

usta.com)  

TODAY! 

MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY 
18+ Women  18+ Women  18+ Women  18+ Women  18+ Women 
4.0 W - Day  3.0 W - Day  2.5 W - Day  3.5 W - Day  No Scheduled 
2.5 W - Night  4.0 W - Night  4.5 W - Night  3.0 W - Night  Play  
3.5 W - Night        5.0+ W - Night    

         
40+ Women  40+ Women  40+ Women  40+ Women  40+ Women 
3.0 W - Day  3.5 W - Day  4.0 W - Day  4.0 W - Night  No Scheduled 

4.5+ W - Night  3.0 W - Night  3.5 W - Night      Play 
              

55+ Women  55+ Women  55+ Women  55+ Women  55+ Women 
8.0 W - Day  7.0 W - Night  6.0 W - Day  7.0 W - Day  No Scheduled 
6.0 W - Night     8.0 W - Night  9.0 W - Night   Play 

              
18+ Men  18+ Men  18+ Men  18+ Men  65+ Men & Women 
2.5 Men  4.0 Men  4.5 Men  3.0 Men  6.0, 7.0 & 8.0 
3.5 Men        5.0+ Men  Men & Women 

              
40+ Men  40+ Men  40+ Men  40+ Men  18+ Mixed Doubles 
4.5+ Men  3.0 Men  3.5 Men  4.0 Men  7.0 

             9.0 
55+ Men  55+ Men  55+ Men  55+ Men   
6.0 Men  7.0 Men  8.0 Men  9.0 Men  40+ Mixed Doubles 

            6.0 
        8.0 

 

July 24-26 
 

July 31-Aug. 2 
 

August 8-9 
 
 
 

August 14-16 
 

August 21-22 
 

August 28-30 
 

September 11-13 
 
 
 

September 18-20 
 

September 25-27 
 

 
October 15-18 

District Championships - Adult 40 & Over, outdoor sites tba 

District Championships - Adult 18 & Over, outdoor sites tba 

State Championships - Adult 18 and 40 & Over 
Hosted by Western Michigan District 
 

Midwest Section Championships - Adults 18 & Over, Indianapolis, IN 

Midwest Section Championships - Adults 40 & Over, Indianapolis, IN 
 

District Championships - Summer Mixed Doubles , Adult 55 & Over, site tba 
 
State Championships - Mixed Doubles 18 and 40 & Over, Adult 55 & Over  
Hosted by Western Michigan District  

Midwest Section Championships - Adult 55 & Over, Fort Wayne, IN 
 

Midwest Section Championships - Mixed Doubles 18 and 40 & Over,  
Fort Wayne, IN 
 

State & Midwest Championships - Adults 65 & Over, tba 

What Day Do We Play? 
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2014 USTA League Season comes to a close,  
with three Southeast Michigan teams capturing  
the Midwest Combo Doubles title! 

6.5 Combo Men6.5 Combo Men  
LifeTime Fitness—Rochester 

Captain: Joey Metzner 
 

Back Row (l-r):  Greg Hombrebueno, Dan 
Nguyen, Dan Kinsley, Reginald Apolonio, 

Konrad Hsueh, Gilbert Galicia;  
Front Row (l-r):  Francis Deguzman,  

Captain Joey Mentzer, Miguel Villegas 
Lopez, Carlo-Joe Villanueva-Rivas  

 
Not Pictured:  Hussein Elbadawi,  

Ian Magallanes, Zeshaan Mallhi Angelo 
Maniscalco, Mike Nihem, Max Poyer, Del-

Wayne Scheer, Juan Valdes   

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

8.5 Combo Women8.5 Combo Women  
Eastside Tennis & Fitness 
Captain: Beth Cassidy 
 

Back Row (l-r): Geri Gallant, Captain Beth 
Cassidy, McCall Monte, Jayne Carson; 
Front Row (l-r): Diana Ticu, Ann Foster, Jess 
Kruczek, Susan Vandellen 
 
Not Pictured: Stacy Brown, Leigh Grubbs, 
Karen Makowski, Jill Pietrowsky, Stephanie 
Schulte, Christine Scoggin 

8.5 Combo Men8.5 Combo Men  
Sports Club of Novi 
Captain: Chris Chirgwin 

 

Back Row (l-r):  John Patry, Chris Irvine, 
Mike Tituskin, Captain Chris Chirgwin; 

Front Row (l-r):  Brian Bez, Tom Fargo, 
Billy Bell 

 
Not Pictured:  Brian Brizard, Kim Degner, 
Paul Gill, Steve Irvine, Johan Mahmood, 

Griffin Nienberg 
 

Of the five Southeast Michigan teams competing in Midwest Combo Doubles Championships in Ft. 
Wayne, three of our teams brought home their respective division Championship!  Congratulations to all 
the teams who made it through State Championships and traveled to Indiana to compete. Our Midwest 
Champions are: 
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6.5 Combo Women6.5 Combo Women  
Troy Racquet Club 
Captain: Michelle Livingston 
 
 

Back Row (l-r):  Carolyn Samuels, Linda 
Smith, Weatherly Stroh; Front Row (l-r):  
Shannon Pierce, Captain Michelle 
Livingston, Laurie Dunn 
 
Not Pictured:  Julie Boike, Mary Costello, 
Meg Fris, Susan Goodman, Rie Hamaoka, 
Elisabeth Morrison, Kristin Siver, Jocelyn 
Smith 

7.5 Combo Women7.5 Combo Women  
Franklin Athletic Club 

Captain: Amy Mindell 
 

Back Row (l-r):  Jennifer Jennings, Jill 
Plamper, Candace Butler, Donna Sklar, 

Misook Soave; Front Row (l-r):  Lumi 
Varos, Tsen Joslyn, Captain Amy Min-

dell, Tia Lecland, Darlene Germaine 
 

Not Pictured:  Audra Bartholomew, 
Julie Beaty, Barbara Biess, Carly 

Eckert, Nancy Gershenson, Nancy 
Glen, Tanya Lukomski, Susie Moceri 

Squeezing in our District Combo Doubles Championships in the indoor months is always a challenge, es-
pecially when we host State Championships as well.  Our best option is to divide and conquer, using three 
different facilities over three separate weekends to get the job done!  Thank you to LifeTime Fitness, 
Bloomfield Tennis and Dearborn Racquet & Health for allowing us to rent their facilities.  And a huge thank 
you to all the Captains and players who participate in Combo Doubles!  

State and District Combo Doubles Champions 

The USTA-Southeast Michigan District is seeking nominations for the Darlee Towler Memorial 
Award.  Help us identify a special individual – one who stands out from the rest!   
 
Visit our website to submit your nominations:  
 

 
 

 

The DARLEE TOWLER MEMORIAL AWARD is given to a USTA League player in the Southeast Michigan  
District who best reflects the qualities that Darlee exhibited as a captain, player and supporter of the USTA League 

program:  honesty, sincerity, loyalty, good sportsmanship and leadership with a commitment to growing tennis. 
 

PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS:    
 

2014–Theodore “Ted” Brassfield / 2013—Dionell “Janell” Guanco / 2012—Rachel Ekizian   
2011 – Mike Sheridan / 2010 – Joe Arsenault / 2009 – Chris Greig 

ATTENTION USTA LEAGUE PLAYERS: Nominate your Captain by Oct. 1st!ATTENTION USTA LEAGUE PLAYERS: Nominate your Captain by Oct. 1st!  
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

5.5 Combo Women5.5 Combo Women  
Eastside Tennis & Fitness 
Captain: Kerry Gustafson 
 

Back Row (l-r): Claudine Fets, Calli Duncan, 
Heidi Maglicic, Lennie Raines, Karen  
Kerchner; Front Row (l-r): Theresa Farley, 
Lauren Doherty, Vicki Boudro,  
Captain Kerri Gustafson 
 
Not Pictured:  Lynn Grimes 

 

7.5 Combo Men7.5 Combo Men  
Sports Club of  

West Bloomfield 
Captain: Prasad Challa 

 

Back Row (l-r): John Patry, Piyush 
Khanna, Fernando Garcia, Michael 

Strome, Anatole Ostrovsky, Jeff  
Forche, Praful Khera; Front Row (l-r):  

Ravi Karnam, Chris Coyle, Captain 
Prasad Challa, Lenny Waldman 

 
Not Pictured: Adam Reardon,  
Kumarapuram Subramanian 

 

FALL 2014 TEAM SINGLES 
FLIGHT WINNERS 
Congratulations to our 2014 Fall Team Singles Flight 
Winners! 

 
 2.5 W K. Novotny Birmingham Racquet Club 

3.0 W C. Balling Troy Racquet Club 
3.0 W S. Rajaprabhakaran Chippewa 
3.5 W S. Sessions Eastside Tennis & Fitness 
3.5 W H. Song Liberty Athletic Club 
4.0 W S. Nash Franklin Athletic Club 
4.0 W S. Mitchell Chippewa 
3.0 M M. Quail Liberty Athletic Club 
3.5 M B. Rosul Peachtree Tennis 
3.5 M J. Mahmood Franklin Athletic Club 
3.5 M J. Mentzer LifeTime Fitness 
4.0 M D. Klungle Peachtree Tennis 
4.0 M CB Roe Travis Pointe  

        Country Club 

Southeast Michigan's  
Tom Gray nominated for 
the first USTA League  
Volunteer Award! 
 
The Southeast Michigan District is proud to 
announce the selection of Tom Gray as the 
USTA/Midwest Section’s nominee for the 
USTA League Volunteer Award.   "Tom has 
gone above and beyond in his promotion and 
support of USTA Leagues at the District,  
Section and National levels.  He has spent 
countless volunteer hours in helping making 
the USTA League Program fair, structured  
and player-friendly; sometimes going against 
the grain for the greater good of the League 
Program.” 
 
The National Award Recipient will be selected 
in the upcoming months and the USTA League 
Volunteer Award will be awarded in New York 
at the USTA Semi Annual Meeting. 
 
Tom is Director of Tennis at LifeTime Fitness in 
Rochester as well as being the Chairman of 
our League Tennis Committee. 
 
Please join us in congratulating Tom! 
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

Thank You!Thank You!   
Chuck Young, Jack Marwill and members 

of Detroit Tennis & Squash 
For the generous donation of used tennis racquets. 

MEMBER  
REFERRAL 

Refer a NEW ADULT MEMBER*  
to the USTA and both of you  

receive a $10 Visa Card 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ADULT MEMBERSHIP $45 
 

MUST SUBMIT Application  
to receive Gift Card promotion  

 
No Referring Member? - No Problem!   
We’ll still send you a $10 gift card as a  

New USTA Member!   
*New Member or Lapsed by 5 Years (Last Membership Expired in 2009) 

Applications must be submitted by Dec. 31, 2015 or until funds  
exhausted. Southeast Michigan reserves the right to substitute gift card. 

Local USTA Tennis On Campus Club Team  
Competes at Nationals! 
 
Congratulations to the University of Michigan Tennis on Campus Team on another great year!  After  
placing second in the USTA Tennis On Campus Midwest Championships, the team traveled to Cary, 
North Carolina on April 9th to the USTA Tennis On Campus National Championships.  64 teams from all 
over the country competed in the event, where UofM was 3-0 in group play, making it to the Gold Bracket, 
but falling to UCLA to place 11th overall (University of California Berkley claimed the National title for the 
second year).  Rostered players include some of our former junior SEMTA Players: Elaine Apaza, Nata-
sha Dabrowski, Mollie Fox, Alex Gruskin, Arthur Ozga and Max Rothman.  
 
USTA Tennis On Campus is designed to provide college 
students with a host of opportunities for team camaraderie, 
social networking and unrivaled competition through tennis—
without the demands of a varsity program. The fun co-ed 
format is designed to accommodate all levels of play, and the 
top teams can compete for Regional and 
National Championships. Tennis On  
Campus helps students maintain active 
and healthy lifestyles through their college 
years and helps them to stay connected  
to the lifetime sport of tennis.   
 
For more information, visit: 
www.tennisoncampus.com 

WESSEN LAWN TENNIS CLUB 
TO HOST TWO NATIONAL EVENTS 

THIS SUMMER: 
 

June 26th  
USTA National Mother Son  
Grass Court Championships  

(Tournament ID# 850109915) 
 

September 2nd  
USTA National Men's 55 & 60  
Grass Court Championships  

(Tournament ID# 850109215) 
 

Use the tournament ID number  
to register or stop by and  

watch the action!  
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

2014 Female Hoxie Award Recipient: 
SOPHIA ABELSON 

 

Sophia started her athletic career playing 
golf at the age of 2.  By age 8, she won 
the Michigan State Championships 3 
years in a row and finished 26th at the 
World Championships.  At age 5, 
Sophia was introduced to tennis and 
immediately fell in love with the sport 
where her ability became quickly evi-
dent.  When she was 10, she finished 
3rd at the Little Mo tournament.  Al-

though Sophia enjoyed success at both 
golf and tennis, by the age of 10, she 

convinced her parents to concentrate solely 
on tennis. Over the next few years, she won a Midwest Des-
ignated singles title, a National Open doubles, placed 3rd at 
the Midwest Closed, and finished her last year of 12s ranked 
#1 in the Midwest and #18 Nationally. 
 

Just when things were coming together so nicely, Sophia 
developed the first of three stress fractures in her tibia.  
Shortly after returning from these injuries, she tore ligaments 
in her wrist and fractured her other tibia. Sophia missed most 
of her first year of 14s.  Once healthy, Sophia won three more 
National Open doubles tournaments, finished fourth in dou-
bles in a National Hard Court tournament and was a finalist in 
singles in a National Open and National Regional.   
 

As passionate as Sophia is about tennis, she has always 
understood the value of a good education and giving 
back to the community.  Home schooled, Sophia holds a 
4.5 GPA, has taken 6 AP classes, 5 honor classes and is 
a member of the National Honor Society.  In addition, she 
volunteered at multiple fundraising events for breast can-
cer, volunteered as a camp counselor and a tutor, held 
bake sales for Alzheimer’s research, and drove senior 
citizens to various appointments. Through discipline, 
structure, and a big heart, Sophia has been able to up-
hold lofty academic goals while positively impacting the 
community. 
 

A four-star recruit, Sophia has committed to play tennis and 
attend Xavier College in the fall, with a desire to pursue a Law 
degree.  Sophia likes to cook, play golf and hang out with 
friends in her spare time. 
 
Award was presented by Sophia’s private coach, Steve  
Herdoiza (former Hoxie winner) and trainer Peter Necajevs. 

2014 Male Hoxie Award Recipient: 
TIMOTHY WANG 

 

Tim started playing tennis at the age 
of 8, and by 12 had become one of 
our top Southeast Michigan play-
ers (participating on our  
12s District Cup Team). After  
capturing a Midwest Designated 
title, he won 3 more prestigious 
titles with the Court One Memo-
rial Day Championship (18s), the  
Midwest Outdoor Closed (16s), 
and the first of two straight High 

School State Championships at #1 
 Singles in Division 1.  In 2014, Tim 
     was our Muthig District Qualifier  
Champion and ranked #1 in Southeast Michigan.   
Named co-captain of his high school team, Tim captured 
his second state title at #1 Singles in Division 1, and led 
his team to its first state title in school history.   Tim also 
earned a place on the High School All American Team 
for the past two seasons.  
 
He is a 4-time Michigan High School Tennis Coaches 
Association All State Player named "Mr. Tennis" with an 
impressive 2014 HS record of 108-14.  
 
Off the court, Tim was the District Chess Champion in 
2005 and was voted student council class president his 
sophomore year.  He scored an impressive 2290 on the 
SAT Collegiate Entrance Exam and is a 2015 National 
Merit Semifinalist ranking him among the top 1% of high 
school seniors in the nation.  He holds  a 3.98 GPA at 
Novi High School landing him in the top 10% of his 
class. He has taken 11 AP, IB, and honors courses and 
also explored his future career interests by taking busi-
ness electives. 
 
Outside his academics, Tim volunteers with the Novi 
High School girl's tennis team while also serving as a 
mentor and hitting partner with the Sports Club West 
Bloomfield junior tennis program. 
 
A four star recruit, Tim has committed to Columbia  
University where he will play tennis and study econom-
ics.   Tim has an older sister Jenny and currently lives in 
Novi where he likes to read, listen to music and spend 
time with friends. 
 
Award was presented by Armand Molino. 

Last November at our Annual Awards Banquet, our District took time to acknowledge some of our young 
players and adults who exemplify the good in tennis.   
 
THE HOXIE AWARD 
 

The Jean and Jerry Hoxie Memorial Award is given to a young male and female tennis player in Southeast 
Michigan who has made a great contribution to the game of tennis through their good sportsmanship and 
achievements both on and off the tennis court. 

Southeast Michigan’s Tennis Achievements 
Honored at our 2014 District Awards Banquet 
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WILLIAM F BEYER AWARD 
The William F. Beyer Award (named after one of the 
first SEMTA presidents) is given to an individual who 
has contributed Immeasurably and unselfishly to  
tennis.  
 
2014 Beyer Award Recipient: 
SEMTA Past President MEL KROPKO 
 

Mel Kropko was born and raised in 
Akron, Ohio where at the age of 24 
he was introduced to the sport of 
tennis by his younger, college-age 
brother.  His father taught his 
brother how to play and the unor-
thodox skills his brother passed 
along were enough for them to win 
tournaments together during his 
days in Ohio. 

 
A 1972 graduate of the University of  

 Akron with a degree in microbiology, Mel 
moved to Ann Arbor in 1979 to head up a new lab at 
Parke Davis (which later became Pfizer) and earned his 
Masters in microbiology from Eastern Michigan University 
in 1994.  He is now the Director of Clinical Operations at 
INC Research, a global research organization.   All the 
while, his passion for tennis remained strong.  Not only 
did Mel enjoy playing, he became a USTA verifier and 
also received his PTR certification. 
 
In 1998, Mel embarked on another on-court activity – 
officiating.  Not only was he a roving umpire, he soon  
became the District Chairperson of Officials, conducting 
training classes for new and returning umpires at the 
USTA and ITA levels.  In 2003, Mel became a Delegate 
on the SEMTA Board, Treasurer in 2006, Secretary in 
2008, Vice President in 2010 and President in 2012.  His 
strong conflict-resolution and negotiating skills have been 
instrumental in our District’s high standards of fairness 
both on and off the court. 
 
In 1990, Mel took on the task of building (by hand) a clay 
court in his backyard with 22 of his close friends where he 
not only plays, but gives lessons and teaches chair umpir-
ing. 
 
In his spare time Mel is always on the lookout for adding 
to his vintage Porsche collection.  He and his wife, Beth 
(an avid tennis player also) and two sheep dogs enjoy 
spending time in Naples, Florida where they can always 
be found on the court. 
 
Award was presented by our Executive Director,  
Zori Duda. 

DARLEE TOWLER AWARD 
The Darlee Towler Memorial Award is given to a 
USTA League player in the Southeast Michigan  
District who best reflects the qualities that Darlee  
exhibited as a captain, player and supporter of the 
USTA League program:  honesty, sincerity, loyalty, 
good sportsmanship and leadership with a commit-
ment to growing tennis.   
 
2014 Towler Memorial Award Recipient: 

USTA League Captain,  
THEODORE “Ted” BRASSFIELD 

 

A native Detroiter, Ted was 14 when 
he and his best friend decided to 
“play” tennis.  They bought some 
cheap racquets and headed to a 
neighborhood  cement court and 
used a rope hanging between two 
poles as a net.  They copied the 

rules and scoring from what they 
saw on television and found that they 

enjoyed the exercise and were having  
   fun. To this day, Ted continues to play  
for the fun he has with people and the great exercise.  
He loves the sport and it keeps him young.  
 
Ted has been playing USTA Adult Leagues in South-
east Michigan since 2002, and has been a captain since 
2012.  Ted is described as a captain who solicits new 
players into the game and welcomes everyone. Organiz-
ing a variety of teams (8.0 mixed doubles in 18 & Over 
and 40 & Over, as well as and winter Combo Doubles), 
Ted is  described as a great team leader with no harsh 
words for anyone. 
 
Ted spends countless hours organizing a mixed doubles 
group at the Beverly Hills Club that has grown to a con-
sistent group of 32 players a week in four years time.  By 
his peers, Ted is known to be a great ambassador for 
USTA and the sport of tennis.  He is a great competitor, 
who understands that tennis is also supposed to be fun 
and does his best to make sure everyone around him is 
enjoying themselves as well. 
 
Ted has a Bachelors of Science degree in Electrical  
Engineering from Michigan State University.  He worked 
for AT&T for 30 years, is a certified Life Coach and the 
author of The Law of Attraction Workbook.  Ted uses his 
education and corporate experience to plan, organize 
and attract many tennis enthusiasts to participate in  
tennis for fun, exercise and competition.  Ted currently 
lives in Beverly Hills and enjoys playing the guitar and 
volunteering at places such as Haven and Gleaners in 
his spare time. 
 
Award was presented by Deb Thallman, Southeast 
Michigan District League Coordinator. 
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BERT & JUNE KASPERS SCHOLARSHIP 
In 1989, Bert and his wife, June, created a scholar-
ship fund to provide financial assistance to graduat-
ing high school seniors who play USTA tennis in 
Southeast Michigan, for their college tuition and 
expenses.   
 

2014 Kaspers’ Scholarship Recipients: 
 

MOLLIE FOX 
 
Mollie began tennis at the tender 
age of seven.  Though her suc-
cess on the court is now well 
documented, it did not come  
easily to her in the early years.  
Many hours of practice, determi-
nation and a positive spirit  
provided the spark needed for her 

later rewards.  Her small stature 
also worked against her, but she 

never gave up.  A growth spurt in her 
sophomore year of high school buoyed 

not only her size but her confidence as well.  By gradua-
tion, she was ranked 4th in the SEMTA District. 
 
Her favorite tennis memory was winning the state title 
junior year.  “It was incredible after putting in so many 
years of training and hard work.  More than winning, it 
was unbelievable the support I had from not only my 
own school, but all of the others as well.   A lot of the 
girls were people I have competed against since I was 
young, yet through competition, they became some of 
my closest friends”, said Mollie. She has said that having 
the opportunity to represent her school and capture a 
State Championship while being supported by so many 
people is by far her most treasured tennis memory. 
 
Mollie was also solid academically at Bloomfield Hills 
High School.  She graduated with a 3.98 GPA which she 
managed to accomplish while volunteering at Gleaner’s 
Food Bank, the Humane Society and tutoring middle 
school students.  
 
Mollie was our 2013 Hoxie Memorial Award Recipient. 
 
Today, Mollie is pursuing a Bachelor’s degree at the 
University of Michigan majoring in English and Political 
Science.   
 

KERRY HU 
 

For Kerry, tennis and academics 
are both important pieces of the 
total picture.  She challenged her-
self academically and not  
only achieved a 3.78 GPA, but 
did so while completing 11 AP 
classes, being named a National 
Merit Finalist and scoring in the 
99th percentile on the ACT 

exam.  She excelled in tennis as 
well and won numerous sports-

manship awards during her career.   

She played on the Bloomfield Hills High School varsity 
tennis team and served as the captain in both her junior 
and senior years.  In addition, Kerry was active in the 
Asian Student Alliance, Robotics and Quiz Bowl teams at 
her high school.  She has tutored after school and worked 
for Kumon, as well. 
 
Her greatest achievement in tennis would be making the 
round of 16 in the Midwest closed before losing to a top 10 
seeded player in a very tight match.  “It was amazing not 
only because I surpassed everyone’s expectations, but 
also because I played some of my best tennis”, Kerry said.  
She also remembers when she won the first 3 points of a 
set tiebreaker in the Midwest Closed .  “I thought it was a 
big deal because it gave me a good lead and I ran around 
the court waving my arms in the air, leaving my opponent 
to question aloud what I was doing.” 
 
Kerry is currently attending the University of Michigan and 
she is majoring in Business/Economics.  
 

ROHAN SINHA 
 
Rohan is a very well rounded young 
man.  His experience with tennis,  
managing practice time, tournaments, 
etc. helped to develop sound time-
management skills that enabled him to 
be active in many different endeavors.  
In addition to being captain of the newly 
merged Bloomfield Hills High School 

tennis team, Rohan received his USTA 
QuickStart certification and became head 

of the youth tennis department at Forest 
Lake Country Club.  In addition to his tennis achievements, 
Rohan founded his own organization MoneyOne during 
his sophomore year with the intent to educate youth about 
financial awareness. 
 
His favorite tennis memory would undoubtedly be his entire 
senior year of high school tennis. Rohan said, “Being captain 
for the first ever Bloomfield Hills High School tennis team and 
being a part of the consolidation of two rival schools was a 
truly exciting and rewarding experience.”  Even with the  
challenge of being captain for a newly formed tennis team,  
Rohan helped his team to sixth place in the Division 1 state 
finals. 
 
While attending Bloomfield Hills High School, Rohan  
maintained an impressive 4.0 GPA, ranking him in the top 
1% of his graduating class.  He was also one of three  
students in Michigan chosen as a United States Presiden-
tial Scholar by the Department of Education. Rohan’s  
athletic abilities also extended to him playing on the high 
school varsity lacrosse team.   
 
Rohan is currently attending University of Michigan in the 
prestigious Ross School of Business.  He is hoping to play 
club tennis while there. 

The Kasper’s Scholarship Application for 
2015 Graduates is available  
on our District website:  
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Help Ensure Fair Play on Court… 
Become a USTA Official! 

 
Southeast Michigan is looking for quality officiating at all our USTA Sanctioned Events.  If you 
are over the age of 18 and have a basic knowledge of our sport, please consider becoming a 
USTA Official. 
 
 Open book test, taken on-line and submitted electronically 
 Must submit to USTA SafePlay Requirements (includes a criminal background screen and 

90 minute Video) 
 Attend a local officials class conducted by our District Chair of Officials 
 Mentor with an experienced official for five hours before allowed to  

officiate on your own 
 Officials are remunerated for their time and most work is weekend-

based. 
 
For more detailed information on becoming an official, 
Please contact the District Office (734) 421-1025 or email 

6  Hamilton, James C.   
7  Hainline, Jon S  
10  Pappas, Norman A.   
16  Jones, Fred R   
17  Warner, Terry S.   
19  Long, James R.  
20  Young, Chuck R.   
SEM TOP 10 
1  Lundquist, John E.   
2  Pappas, Norman A.   
3  Bozzo, Ron L   
4  Hamilton, James C.  
5  Brooks, Millard J.   
6  Warner, Terry S.   
7  Young, Chuck R.   
 
MEN's 70s 
MIDWEST TOP 25 
3  Vance, Lonnie C.    
5  Bozzo, Ron L   
8  Diener, Don    
SEM TOP 10 
1  Vance, Lonnie C.   
 
MEN's 75s 
NATIONAL TOP 50 
4  Saito, Kaz   
26  Seputa, Vitalis J.   

MIDWEST TOP 25 
1  Seputa, Vitalis J.   
3  Saito, Kaz    
4  Elsman, James L.   
SEM TOP 10 
1  Elsman, James L.   
2  Hunt, Kenneth E.   
 
MEN's OPEN 
SEM TOP 10 
1  Jayakar, Shaun  
2  Gharib, Tarek    
3  Verma, Ankur    
4  Koka, Praveen    
5  Collins, Craig   
6  Thangavelu, Sankar    
7  Peace, John A   
8  Roberts, Brent  

WOMENS 35s 
NATIONAL TOP 50 
14  Kennebrew, N Maxine     
17  Sarcheck, Ana    
SEM TOP 10 
1  Hunter, Debra A.   
2  Hawkins, Gertrude R.   
 
WOMENS OPEN 
SEM TOP 10 
1  Hunter, Debra A.   
2  Royal, Karen F.   
3  Kinney, Earthena    
4  Hooley, Suzy   
 
 
 
 

MEN's 35s 
SEM TOP 10 
1  Rose, Michael K  
 
MEN's 45s 
NATIONAL TOP 50 
20  Beijer, Richard J.   
MIDWEST TOP 25 
10  Beijer, Richard J.   
11  Parker, Ronald    
19  Warnicke, Thomas   
SEM TOP 10 
1  Parker, Ronald    
2  Anderson, Jay C.   
 
MEN's 50s 
MIDWEST TOP 25 
4  Collins, Kevin P.   
6  Maehr, Martin J.   
7  Boeker, Roberto    
9  Judge, Anthony   
11  Solomon, Eric   
 
MEN's 55s 
NATIONAL TOP 50 
23  Godfrey, Bill    
MIDWEST TOP 25 
8  Mitchell, Ernest    

11  Rose, Michael K   
15  Taylor, Joe J.   
19  Bozzo, Michael    
22  Perelman, Brett C.   
SEM TOP 10 
1  Mitchell, Darrell C.   
2  Bozzo, Michael    
 
MEN's 60s 
MIDWEST TOP 25 
4  Stark, Larry     
7  Schmidt, Mickey    
17  Panter, Larry S.   
18  Volland, Charles    
21  Adam, John R.   
22  Sheridan, Thomas P.   
24  Hansford, Douglas N   
SEM TOP 10 
1  Stark, Larry    
2  Schmidt, Mickey    
3  Hansford, Douglas  
4  Volland, Charles    
5  Adam, John R.   
6  Hoslet, Gary E.   
7  Sheridan, Thomas P.   
 
MEN's 65s 
MIDWEST TOP 25 
2  Lundquist, John E.     

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT 

2014 Year End Adult Singles Ranking Lists 
Top District, Sectional & National Southeast Michigan Players 

*Top positions shown in each age division.  For a complete list (including Doubles Rankings) , see TennisLink Tournaments at www.usta.com under “ranking home”. 

For complete  
Ranking Information and  

upcoming Adult Tournaments,  
please visit TennisLink at 

www.usta.com 
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 Gail Lewis—President 
 Craig Capelli—Vice President 
 Mike Barry—Treasurer 
 Carla Jones—Secretary 
 Mel Kropko—Past President 
 

DELEGATES-AT-LARGE 
 Bart Bronk 
 Jim Fleming 
 Maxine Kennebrew 
 Mark Miller 
 Marissa Pollick 
 Char Sweeney 
 Ben Tasich 
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  Email: katrina@semich-usta.com 
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                            Email: deb@semich-usta.com 
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Follow us on:  

USTA-Southeast-Michigan @USTAsemichigan 
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